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Next Meeting: In This Issue: February 2026 VEC
Tuesday, March 3rd, 6pm . Session .
At Bullock’s BBQ Next Meeting The February VEC session was a
) President’s Korner success! 4 people came to test for
) Feb 2026 VEC their Technician and all passed.
Program: COTHAry The next VEC session will be

The Invention of Radio

How was the main part of our club
created? This presentation will be
an (unprofessional) overview of
how radio was invented.

President’s Korner

Time Marches on! (pun
intended) Things are
warming up (a little) and
this month has the
beginning of Daylight
Saving Time, St
Patrick’s Day ,and
March madness! You
will have to attend the
meeting for a chance to
play our new game for
the door prizes that involves two of the
aforementioned things.

Time to start thinking about antennas and trees.
It’s much easier to get those wire antennas up in
trees before they leaf out.

Hope to see at the meeting and hear you on the

nets!

Bob Cook, W4FK
President of DFMA

Interesting Items
Bits of Humor
Coming from the LOM!
Radiosport from ARRL
Buy — Sell — Swap

April 18" held at the Efland
Baha’i Center at 10 AM.

Interesting Items

Destroying TVs for Ham

Radio Continues!
As mentioned before, Wilson wants to bring more
“radio” back into our “amateur radio” club. Part of
that is using TV parts to make a homemade power
supply and transmitter. The power supply is
working, so now it’s on to the transmitter. The
next session will be held at Wilson’s house in the
Land of Magic at 3 PM on March 15", hosted and
planned by Aurora KN4VXB. If you’re interested,
please email either Wilson, Aurora, or me.

DFMA POTA

A date has been decided for the DFMA/OCRA
POTA day! We will be meeting on May 2™, We’re
hoping to make this a reoccurring event if it goes
well, at least two or three times a year. Location
and time will be determined closer to the date.
Email me (kg4zyw(@arrl.net) if you’re interested.

FCC Updates Rule Requiring Update of
Contact Info

Recently, the FCC updated the time that any
change to someone’s contact info in the CORES
system (such as email or postal address) needs to
be updated. As this is related to the FCC
Registration Number (FRN), this affects all
amateur radio operators as we must set up a FRN
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to test for our license. The new ruling now
requires the information to be updated within 10
days of the change. Originally, there was no
deadline. This change went into effect on February
5™ More info can be found here:
https://www.arrl.org/news/fcc-requires-that-frn-
contact-information-be-updated-within-ten-days-

of-a-change

Special Worked-All-States Award for

America’s 250" Anniversary

The ARRL is celebrating America’s 2501
anniversary by hosting a special year long event
for the Worked-All-States award. Throughout the
year, each of the 50 states will have a portable
WI1AW/portable stations activate for this event.
For example, North Carolina will be activating the
week of April 1% and September 2™, All QSOs
must be uploaded to Logbook of the World. More
info can be found here:
https://www.arrl.org/america250-was

Charlotte Hamfest 2026

Maybe a little early for the February Newsletter,
but just wanted to put this on everyone’s radar.
The Charlotte Hamfest will be held in Concord at
the Cabarrus Arena & Events Center from
March 6-7. Ticket prices are $12 pre-registration
and $14 (cash) or $15 (credit) at the door, parking
is free. There will be several prize drawings as
well as forum topics. More info can be found here:
https://charlottehamfest.org/

RARSfest 2026

With the beginning of March already here, I also
wanted to put out this reminded of the RARSfest
hamfest in Raleigh. It will take place on April 4%
at the Jim Grahma Building on the NC State
Fairgrounds. An “early bird” deal on tickets (only
$10) is currently being held until March 28", after
that tickets go up to $12. More info can be found
here: https://www.rarsfest.org/

Newsletter of the Durham FM Association 2

Bits of Humor

This section is called Bits of Humor, so
what exactly is the baud rate of laughter?

“I was finally excited to hear my wife saying she
needed to go shopping for her Aunt Anna.”

Newbie & Elmer #5 by Matthew KQ4ZYW
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From the Land of Magic:
The Plierench

By Wilson Lamb W4BOH

Here is another reprint of Wilson’s article From
the Land of Magic, with this one coming from the
August 2016 edition of the Link. I have yet to see
this fabled Plierench (and no, that is not a
Pokémon, nor is it something you ask someone to
get along with blinker fluid), although I’ll have to
search for it the next time I’m over in the LOM. If
you want one for yourself, looks like eBay is
selling them ranging from $22 to $75. Also, in
case you have the same question I did: Joseph
FEifel is not the one of the famous tower in France,
that’s Gustave Eiffel (notice the difference in the
number of “f’s”, but maybe Gustave was his
distant uncle or something). I hope you enjoy this
next installment in Wilson’s The Land of Magic:
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I’ve talked about being involved in radio from a
young age. Part of that involvement was tagging
along with my father on many technical outings.
He helped out the Bowman Gray Medical School
labs occasionally, repairing various stuff like
spectrometers and Geiger counters. These were
volunteer forays into hospital catacombs, often
lasting into the wee hours. A little weird for an 8-
12 year old, perhaps, but good for me. I got some
of the ideas behind optical spectral analysis,
scintillation, electronic balances, etc, when I
should have been playing in the sandbox. On the
ham side, he visited numerous shacks around town
to help both home brewers and appliance operator
exterminate the various gremlins that would enter
their basements and attics to infest their
communications equipment. You get the idea. |
was nerd enough to watch all this and not fall
asleep. I even absorbed some of it. What better
way to become attracted to the lovely symmetry of
the push pull amplifier?

Accompanying us on all these travels was Dad’s
small, blue, hip roofed tool box, with the usual
array of longnose and slip joint pliers,
screwdrivers, wire cutters, nut drivers, small
soldering iron, etc. There was also a multimeter,
but that’s another story...And also in the box was
Dad’s favorite tool, the Plierench. Nope, not a
misspelling, Plierench, a marvelous invention,
1916, by Joseph Eifel. Amazingly, it stayed in
production until 1962, a pretty good run. There
were two knockoffs, but I’ve never seen one.
Come to think of it, I’ve never seen another
Plierench of any kind! Eifel did a lot of mail order
and recruited many agents to sell the Plierench
and a couple of other tools in their communities or
on their sales routes. Such agents are gone now,
but their heritage lives on as the MAC or Snap On
tool trucks we see parked at garages occasionally.
I knew a couple before they passed on; interesting
characters with endless stories to tell. They had
things like Marvel Mystery Oil, Magic radiator
stop leak compound, and strange devices to make
your car get better mileage.
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Getting back to the Plierench...It’s sort of like
pliers, but also like an adjustable wrench. Like a
wrench, it has parallel jaws that can grip a nut or
bolt head and apply torque without damaging the
piece by rounding over the corners. Imagine an
adjustable wrench with the worm drive adjuster
replaced by a rack and pinion system, the pinion
operated by the handles. At first, I didn’t need the
Plierench for anything I did, but one couldn’t miss
Dad’s extolling it to people with whom he was
working. Not spontaneously, of course, but when
it was needed to coax some recalcitrant fastener
along or to bend errant pieces of metal or wire into
a desired configuration. Even as a kid, I could see
that the biochemists and doctors at the med school
didn’t really grasp why anyone would bother to
explain why a tool was “good”, but they really
appreciated getting their stuff back in the service
of medical science and always showed respectful
admiration.

Picture 1 — First page of the eight-page
Plierench sales brochure.

Picture 1 shows the first page of an EIGHT PAGE
sales brochure for the Plierench. You can see the
gear driven jaw in the cutaway. The picture is
from an online forum post by “Plyerman.” The
whole brochure can be viewed in his post at

papawswrench.com/vboard/index.php?topic=5415
.0
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Picture 2 is “my” Plierench, with its straight jaw,
pipe wrench jaw, and pin jaw for bending wire. I
don’t know if Dad ever had the pouch, but it’s
remarkable the four pieces stayed together from
when he got them in 1939, through four boys, and
into my keeping about 1990. There were
numerous iterations, most or all bearing Eifel’s
name and the price. In 1939 the engraved price
was FIVE BUCKS, quite a lot of money!

Picture 2 — Wilson’s Plierench, purchased by Wilson’s Dad in 1939

So why did the Plierench die out? Who knows.
Maybe Eifel didn’t set up a company to carry on
his heritage. Maybe the increasing availability of
decent tools, including wrenches, was a factor. But
mine is in great shape, with great patina and
obvious signs of serious use; functionally as good
as new. I certainly don’t get it out much, since
both the LOM and the Field Day Dining Hall
(garage) have reasonably good collections of
wrenches, but it is always here and its presence
reminds me of those early, valuable lessons in
science, engineering, and psychology. Hopefully,
one of my kids and then one of theirs will keep it
safe and maintain the Plierench tradition. Maybe
Gretta, KM4LCW, will become the keeper, or
maybe it will be Hugh (7), lover of anything with
wheels, or Cooper, driver of the Green Machine
(Did you see it at FD?), go kart, electric scooter,
Farmall Cub, and bicycle. Of course, Chris,
NS5SNCX, K40GP, Zach, and Eli are all potential
keepers too, so I think there will be a Lamb
Plierench for some years to come!
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Oh yes, the toolbox. I picked it up from Winston-
Salem after Dad died and took it to Houston,
where it languished for some years until Peter,
KBS5SIAN, KM4DNU, decided he needed such a
box and restored it, changing its color to bright
red!

Thanks for joining me for some memories from
the LOM!

73,

Wilson

W4BOH

Editor’s Note: 1 was able to find another brochure
advertising the Plierench that does not have the
creases, folds, and tears, as well as the patent Eifel
submitted in 1912:

1940s Plierench Brochure on Internet Archive
1912/1916 Plierench Patent

Just Ahead in Radiosport from
ARRL

March 1 — NC QSO Party

March 1 — NSARA Contest

March 2 — RSGB 80m Club Championship, Data
March 3 — ARS Spartan Sprint

March 3 — AGCW YL-CW Party

March 4 — UKEICC 80m Contest

March 5-6 — Walk for the Bacon QRP Contest
March 7-8 — ARRL Inter. DX Contest, SSB
March 8 — FIRAC HF Contest

More contest events listed at WA7BNM:
https://www.contestcalendar.com/index.php

Buy — Sell — Swap

TenTec Century 21

Another classic. Great little CW transceiver,
with antenna tuner, $150, Proceeds to OCRA.
Wilson W4BOH

Contact: infomet(@embargmail.com



https://ia801001.us.archive.org/12/items/AmericanPlierwrenchCorpCatalogC66/American%20Plierench%20Corp%20Catalog%20C-66.pdf
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Box of Cat.6 LAN Cable

I have a near full, I think, box of Cat.6 LAN
cable. This stuff is $125+ at Amazon,

so $50 seems reasonable for this one. Estate
stuff, money goes to DFMA.

Wilson W4BOH

KOQ4ZYW @arrl.net and it will be included with
the next issue. Make sure to include contact info,
and feel free to include a picture (that is yours—

please no copyrighted stuff from the web).
73, Matthew, KQ4ZYW

Icom Microphones IC-HM9 and IC-HM14

NEW in boxes

HMO has two pin plug, for handhelds. $20
HM14 has 8 pin plug and 16 key keypad. $30
Pick up in Hillsborough OR I will mail

for $10 each.

Wilson WABOH

Website: dfma.org
Upcoming Events (dfma.org for details)

02/03 DFMA Meeting, Bullock’s BBQ, 6pm

02/09 OCRA Meeting, Efland Baha’i Center, 7:30pm
02/17 DFMA Board Meeting, 7pm on Zoom

02/21 VEC Session, Efland Baha’i Center, 10am
03/03 DFMA Meeting, Bullock’s BBQ, 6pm

Drake MN-2000 Antenna Tuner

A classic, built for more power than you can
give it. $250, currently in the LOM
Wilson WABOH

ICOM PW-1 Solid State Amplifier Selling for
friend, good shape.
Price $2,000.00. Wilson W4BOH

Alliance HD-73-1 Rotator Controller SK
Stuff

Untested, no rotator available, so returnable.
Two Speed, six wire controller.

Picture available.

$50, in Hillsborough.

Wilson W4BOH

FS: Nice coax jumper for connecting HTs to
antennae.

Six inches long, SMA male to UHF female (like
S0O-239). Coax is very small and flexible, RG-
174. Available in the LOM or at DFMA/OCRA
meetings. $4. Financing available. Beat the
rush, send email to my QRZ address.

Wilson W4ABOH

73 — Matthew KQ4ZYW, Vice-President
& Newsletter Editor

Send copy to KQ4ZY W(@arrl.net
Deadline: one week before the Club Meeting
(Images and copy: KQ4ZYW or as credited)
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Great News! DFMA Now Has a New PO Box!
The DFMA Mailing Address

Please address any mail you have for the club to:

DFMA
P.O. Box 2494
Durham, NC 27715

Coax, new and used

Check with Wilson W4BOH first regarding
length and cost

Do you have something that you need or
something you are offering to others?

There’s this spot in The Link set aside just for you.

Just email the appropriate info to

Durham FM Association (DFMA)
Member Meeting Minutes
February 43rd , 2026
Held at Bullock’s BBQ, Durham NC

TBD

Durham FM Association (DFMA)
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The Link Newsletter of the Durham FM Association
BOD Meeting Minutes
February 17th, 2026
Held on Zoom

TBD



