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Next Meeting: 
Tuesday, February 3rd, 6pm   

At Bullock’s BBQ. 

 

Program:  
Membership! Have Any Ideas 

How to Grow the Club? 
 

At several of the board meetings, 

we’ve been discussing how to grow 

the club and what we can do: 

outreach, working with other similar 

organizations, more programs and 

such. Do YOU have any ideas? 

Bring them! 

 

President’s Korner 
Happy February 

DFMA! Winter is here 

and it’s not leaving. 

Personally I haven’t 

experienced this much 

winter since we 

arrived about five 

years a go. As of this 

writing there hasn’t 

been any damage to 

speak of as far as trees 

and power lines going 

down. Also as of this 

time we are still planning to have our membership 

meeting this Tuesday, February 3rd(also my 

birthday). Laura from Bullock’s is going to call 

me on Monday to confirm if they will be open. 

Hopefully the storm that should have passed by 

Sunday, February 1st, will leave our area in good 

shape. Hope to see you at the meeting unless the 

roads are too icy. Stay safe out there! 

 

Bob Cook, W4FK  

President of DFMA  

February 2026 VEC 

Session 

An upcoming exam session will 

be held at the Efland Bahá’í 

Center on February 21st at 10 

AM. Have anyone (or yourself) 

that wants to try for their 

Technician, or want to upgrade? 

Have them come! Make sure to 

bring an I.D., $15 (either cash or 

check made to “ARRL VEC”), 

and your FCC Registration 

Number (FRN). 

Interesting Items 

Is there Any Terrorizing TVs for 2026? 

After a successful session on January 11th where 

we continued working on a power supply, the 

Radio from a TV project in Wilson’s Land of 

Magic was delayed for the second meeting on 

January 25th because of the winter storm. We’re 

currently working with Wilson to find other dates 

and will update everyone when those dates are 

solidified. If you’re interested, please email either 

Wilson or me. 

 

DFMA POTA 

Many have reached out to me that they would like 

for the club to start a Parks on the Air group. I’m 

working with Aurora and Ben with OCRA to set 

up a day or two we can head out. Let me (email is 

at end of this newsletter) if you’re interested and 

which dates work best for you. From there we’ll 

narrow down the date: 

• Mar. 21 

• Apr. 25  

• May 2 

• May 9 
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North Carolina Elementary School 

Contacts the ISS with Ham Radio 

On January 30th, the Conn Magnet Elementary 

School contacted the International Space Station 

with help from the Raleigh Amateur Radio Society 

(RARS) and the Amateur Radio on the 

International Space Station (ARISS). The students 

will be communicating with astronaut Christopher 

Williams KJ5GE. The event was livestreamed on 

YouTube, where you can view it here to be 

replayed: https://www.youtube.com/live/tOj-

SpbmA30  

More information about the ARISS program can 

be found here: https://www.ariss.org/ 

 

Special Worked-All-States Award for 

America’s 250th Anniversary 

The ARRL is celebrating America’s 250th 

anniversary by hosting a special year long event 

for the Worked-All-States award. Throughout the 

year, each of the 50 states will have a portable 

W1AW/portable stations activate for this event. 

For example, North Carolina will be activating the 

week of April 1st and September 2nd. All QSOs 

must be uploaded to Logbook of the World. More 

info can be found here: 

https://www.arrl.org/america250-was 

 

Pluto Discovery Anniversary Event 

To celebrate the 96th anniversary of discovering 

Pluto by Clyde W. Tombaugh, the Northern 

Arizona DX Association will be hosting a special 

on the air event from February 14th – 22nd. Club 

members will be operating from the Lowell 

Observatory and their homes using the special 

event callsign W7P. You can receive a QSL card 

and a certificate with this event. Contacting Doug 

Tombaugh (astronomist Clyde’s nephew) with the 

special callsign W7P/Ø counts as an additional 

endorsement on the certificate. Suggested 

frequencies that may be used are 14.266, 21.366, 

28.366, and 7.266 MHz. More info can be found 

here: https://nadxa.com/w7p_pluto_2030.html 

 

Charlotte Hamfest 2026 

Maybe a little early for the February Newsletter, 

but just wanted to put this on everyone’s radar. 

The Charlotte Hamfest will be held in Concord at 

the Cabarrus Arena & Events Center from 

March 6-7th. Ticket prices are $12 pre-registration 

and $14 (cash) or $15 (credit) at the door, parking 

is free. There will be several prize drawings as 

well as forum topics. More info can be found here: 

https://charlottehamfest.org/ 

 

Elwood Downey, WBØOEW, Inventor of 

HamClock is Now a Silent Key 

HamClock is a computer program used to provide 

users with real time radio propagation models, 

space weather, operating events, as well as other 

ham related info. A popular program among many 

radio amateurs (I’ve seen it being used on many 

ham shack pics), many were shocked on January 

29th when reaching out to the creator, Elwood 

Downey, WBØOEW, to find out that he had 

passed away. His website, 

https://www.clearskyinstitute.com/ham/HamClock

/, mentions that version 4.22 will be the last 

version of HamClock, and that the program will 

cease to work in June 2026. The program is 

opensource, so there may be hope that someone 

else will pick up Elwood’s work and continue 

HamClock for users. 

 

North Carolina QSO Party 

The NC QSO party will be March 1st from 10AM 

to 8PM EST (1500 UTC to 0100 UTC). Dave 

W4SAR has mentioned that he would be glad to 

have some members over at his house to show 

what it’s like, and to help prepare for Field Day. 

View the website for rules: 

https://ncqsoparty.org/rules/ 

 

https://www.youtube.com/live/tOj-SpbmA30
https://www.youtube.com/live/tOj-SpbmA30
https://www.ariss.org/
https://www.arrl.org/america250-was
https://nadxa.com/w7p_pluto_2030.html
https://charlottehamfest.org/
https://www.clearskyinstitute.com/ham/HamClock/
https://www.clearskyinstitute.com/ham/HamClock/
https://ncqsoparty.org/rules/
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Bits of Humor 

This section is called Bits of Humor, so 
what exactly is the baud rate of 
laughter?  

Joke: Did you hear about the two antennas 

that got married? 

The ceremony wasn't much, but the 

reception was great! 

 

 

From the Land of Magic:  

My Radio Chair 

By Wilson Lamb W4BOH 

Here is another reprint of Wilson’s article From 

the Land of Magic, with this one coming from the 

May 2016 edition of the Link. I’ve seen the chair 

mentioned in the article before in the LOM and 

never knew the history of it (I might have sat in it 

but don’t want to get in trouble). It’s funny how 

the little things can create such memories for us. I 

hope you enjoy learning about another item in 

Wilson’s Land of Magic: 

From my momentous birth right after the attack on 

Pearl Harbor until I was 16, we lived in the house 

my dad’s dad built, WITH HAND TOOLS, in 

1911, when he was first married. It was smallish, 

considering there were the parents, Dad’s mother, 

and three boys. Even so, Dad managed to have a 

“Radio Room”, as it was officially known. It was, 

of course, not only for radio, but also for my small 

bench, two desks, the main bench, two racks, and 

a big wall unit for storage of parts. One of the 

desks held Dad’s receiver, speaker, odds and ends, 

and the control panel for his rig. Sometimes there 

were two or three rigs. The main one was an 807 

running 50W on 80 meter AM and 40m CW. 

Others were an 829-B on 10m and a small 2m rig 

with a 6J6 final. Anyhow, beside the desk was an 

OLD, early reclining chair. Dad sat there every 

evening and some of the weekend. It was his  

 

resting place for the newspaper, the NC Net (still 

operating), ragchewing with whomever showed up 

and, of course, instructing me in electronics, 

aeronautics, chemistry, or whatever my current 

passion. Now, I cannot remember the chair not 

being in my life. I remember pretty clearly back to 

when I was four and five years old, still sitting on 

Dad’s lap for stories or to talk to family friends on 

80 meters. 

There are no pictures of that shack, but when we 

moved in 1957, the chair 

naturally went to the shack 

in the house Dad bought 

from a great grandfather’s 

estate. The shack was set 

up immediately. In fact, I 

camped in the house and 

got on the air before we 

actually moved. The house 

is now gone, replaced by a 

Jiffy Lube, but that’s 

another story. While I 

don’t have any pictures of 

the original shack, I do 

have one of our second 

shack. So here’s Dad, in 

The Chair, about 1959: 

Newbie & Elmer by Matthew KQ4ZYW 

 
 

 

The original BOH, 
Wilson Lamb, Sr. – in 
his chair and on the air.  
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Looks comfortable, doesn’t it? This was his most 

common position, even when he probably should 

have been doing something else. Notice those big 

flat arms. Do they give you any ideas? I’ll give 

you a hint…think CW. One could set a key on one 

of those arms and send comfortably all night long, 

which I did every now and then. Those were the 

days when working Montana, Rhode Island, or 

North Dakota was actually exciting for a teenager. 

Well, as it often does, time marched on and the 

chair became less important. The parents leased 

the land for the Jiffy Lube and moved to a new, 

modern, house that wasn’t nearly as much fun. 

Dad had a nice shack in the basement rec room, 

but never built much more, except for a Heathkit 

SB-401/SB-303 pair, so he could get on SSB. The 

AR-88 receiver and all the parts (notice the cigar 

boxes in the picture) moved too, but not many 

were used. I was traveling the US, Europe, and 

Korea to work on Nike RADAR systems, going to 

school, etc. I mostly stayed away, doing over a 

decade in New England and then off to Houston 

for my Exxon fun. As Dad got older, he didn’t get 

on the low bands much and mostly stayed 

upstairs, maintaining a strong presence on the 

then quite busy 2-meter repeater. The chair 

languished in the basement shack and Dad died 

in 1987. Mother stayed in the house for quite a 

while, until it was too much trouble and we got 

her out and into a condo. I’m embarrassed to say 

when that was because she is now 92 and still 

owns the empty house, with quite a bit of radio 

stuff still in the basement! The AR-88 is at my 

bro’s house and I have most of the cigar boxes 

here in the LOM. That’s another story too. 

So why am I telling you about the chair, you ask. 

At least I hope you have asked by now. Last 

summer, I was chatting with one of my sons and 

reminisced about the chair and how great it was 

for CW. Then I went on to say I was thinking 

about bringing it here to the LOM for 

refurbishment and use. Like several other potential 

projects, it slid to the back burner; not forgotten, 

but definitely back in the line a ways. 

Then Christmas came and Chris, #1 son, handed 

me an old rusty Cotter pin and said the rest of the 

present would be along “later.” Both boys are busy 

and presents often lag the associated occasions, so 

I assumed the present would be something for my 

tractor and forgot about it. Some time later Peter, 

#2 son, and family came down from Marion and 

we all gathered up at Chris’s house for some 

occasion; birthday party or such. After we had 

been standing around visiting for a while, Chris 

announced that he had some interesting video for 

us to see. I was in the kitchen, naturally, near the 

food, so when I got to the media room all seats 

seemed to be full and I stood in the door looking a 

little lost (What’s new?). Then Chris piped up with 

“Come on in and sit down.” Now, can you guess 

the rest? Yep, there right beside me, to the left, 

sat…The Chair! What a shock, all cleaned up and 

waxed but with all its historical nicks and scars, 

and with newly upholstered cushions! I was 

speechless (rare, I know). 

The Christmas Cotter 

pin was for the 

recline mechanism, 

but they had put in a 

new one, temporarily, 

of course. What a 

great surprise! 

So now The Chair is 

proudly ensconced in 

the LOM. It’s too low 

for my radio table, 

even with the 

blocking and castors I 

put on, so I don’t use 

it for intense 

contesting, yet. I DO 

use it for casual 

operating, local nets, etc. It’s as great for CW as 

ever and late night cruising the airwaves from it is 

as pleasant as ever! It’s also great for napping, if 

leaned back a bit. Did you ever fall asleep while 

sending? It’s a really odd feeling to wake up 

sending but have no idea what you have said! And 

did you notice the little fluorescent desk lamp in 

The Chair with new 
upholstery – and 
wonderful old memories.  
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the picture of Dad in The Chair? Chris rescued 

that too and Peter completely refurbed it, even 

converting it to 12VDC LED tubes. Connected to 

the power supply for my radio, it makes a perfect, 

pleasant pool of light all around my operating 

position. You may not have wondered, but yes, I 

still have the D-104 mic in the picture. I’ve never 

hooked it to one of my modern radios, but I have 

used it with Banks Anderson’s old rig (yet another 

story), on 40m AM. 

 

Using the chair reminds me of the years spent 

growing up and living all sorts of radio adventures 

with Dad and our many friends in the Winston-

Salem club, W4NC. Founded 1932 or so, it’s one 

of the oldest clubs in the country. A great present 

from some good sons, don’t you think? 

73, 

Wilson 

W4BOH 

 

Just Ahead in Radiosport from 

ARRL 

February 1 – North American SSB Sprint Contest 

February 1 – Marconi Club ARI Loano Slow CW QSO 

Party 

February 2 – RSGB 80m Club Championship, SSB 

February 3 – ARS Spartan Sprint 

February 4 – VHF-UHF FT8 Activity Contest 

February 4 – UKEICC 80m Contest 

February 5 – NRAU 10m Activity Contest 

February 5 – SKCC Sprint Europe 

February 7 – Minnesota QSO Party 

February 7-8 – Vermont QSO Party 

February 9-13 – ARRL School Club Roundup 

More contest events listed at WA7BNM: 

https://www.contestcalendar.com/index.php 

Buy – Sell – Swap 

TenTec Century 21  

Another classic. Great little CW transceiver, 

with antenna tuner, $150, Proceeds to OCRA. 

Wilson W4BOH 

Contact: infomet@embarqmail.com 

Box of Cat.6 LAN Cable 

I have a near full, I think, box of Cat.6 LAN 

cable. This stuff is $125+ at Amazon, 

so $50 seems reasonable for this one. Estate 

stuff, money goes to DFMA.  

Wilson W4BOH 

Icom Microphones IC-HM9 and IC-HM14 

NEW in boxes 

HM9 has two pin plug, for handhelds. $20 

HM14 has 8 pin plug and 16 key keypad. $30 

Pick up in Hillsborough OR I will mail 

for $10 each. 

Wilson W4BOH 

Drake MN-2000 Antenna Tuner 

A classic, built for more power than you can 

give it. $250, currently in the LOM  

Wilson W4BOH 

ICOM PW-1 Solid State Amplifier Selling for 

friend, good shape.  

Price $2,000.00. Wilson W4BOH 

The current BOH, Wilson Lamb, Jr. – in his 
dad’s chair and on the air.  

https://www.contestcalendar.com/index.php
mailto:infomet@embarqmail.com
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Alliance HD-73-1 Rotator Controller SK 

Stuff  

Untested, no rotator available, so returnable. 

Two Speed, six wire controller. 

Picture available. 

$50, in Hillsborough. 

Wilson W4BOH 

FS: Nice coax jumper for connecting HTs to 

antennae. 

Six inches long, SMA male to UHF female (like 

SO-239). Coax is very small and flexible, RG-

174. Available in the LOM or at DFMA/OCRA 

meetings. $4. Financing available. Beat the 

rush, send email to my QRZ address.  

Wilson W4BOH 

Coax, new and used 

Check with Wilson W4BOH first regarding 

length and cost 

Do you have something that you need or 

something you are offering to others?  

There’s this spot in The Link set aside just for you. 

Just email the appropriate info to 

KQ4ZYW@arrl.net and it will be included with 

the next issue. Make sure to include contact info, 

and feel free to include a picture (that is yours– 

please no copyrighted stuff from the web). 
73, Matthew, KQ4ZYW 

 

 

 

 

Durham FM Association (DFMA) 

Member Meeting Minutes 

January 6 th , 2026 

Held at Bullock’s BBQ, Durham NC 

 

The meeting was called to order at 7:00PM 

Officer Reports: 

President – Bob W4FK: Initiated member 

introductions around the room. Ask Dave W4SAR 

about testing. Secretary was under the weather so 

could not attend. Mention the club’s newsletter 

The Link. Hopes to print off shirts for the club 

soon. Looking for a place for the spring picnic. 

Dave: VEC testing will be on the 3 rd Saturday of 

every even numbered month. First upcoming test 

will be February 21 st at the Efland Bahai Center. 

Dave is submitting these dates to the ARRL and 

will be sending out a full list of dates to the 

groups.io for OCRA/DFMA. 

Vice-President – Matthew KQ4ZYW: Everyone 

should read the Link, especially to read about 

Wilson’s The Land of Magic as well as project of 

“terrorizing tvs”. The program for the next 

Website: dfma.org 

Upcoming Events (dfma.org for details) 

02/03 DFMA Meeting, Bullock’s BBQ, 6pm 

02/09 OCRA Meeting, Efland Baha’i Center, 7:30pm 

02/17 DFMA Board Meeting, 7pm on Zoom 

02/21 VEC Session, Efland Baha’i Center, 10am 

03/03 DFMA Meeting, Bullock’s BBQ, 6pm 

 

 

………………………………………………………… 

Great News! DFMA Now Has a New PO Box! 

The DFMA Mailing Address 

Please address any mail you have for the club to: 

DFMA 

P.O. Box 2494 

Durham, NC 27715 

mailto:KQ4ZYW@arrl.net
https://www.dfma.org/index.html
https://www.dfma.org/index.html
mailto:KQ4ZYW@arrl.net
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meeting in February will be about ideas to garner 

new members and to get out in the community. 

Treasurer – Wilson W4BOH: The club is not in 

the red, we’re doing well and have a little bit more 

money than last time. 

Repeater Manager – Charlie NC4CD: Repeaters 

are working. Got a message that in the morning of 

January 5th, the Hillsborough repeater site had lost 

power and the generator kicked on and worked as 

expected, and discharged after main power 

resumed. Attended the funeral of Jim Langley 

WB4YYY. Discussed with Bob about the courtesy 

message if you “kerchunked” the repeater, as well 

as if you can legally “kerchunk” the repeater 

without identifying yourself, and that you should 

always try to I.D. yourself after “kerchunking”. 

Don’t forget the Wednesday noon net on the 

145.450 repeater in partnership with the NC 

Triangle Mutual Aid 

Wilson told everyone about his adventures of 

getting auxiliary power to his well pump: not only 

does he now have a soft start pump, but also set up 

a bank of batteries to power the pump if the power 

goes out, and even has it open to being hooked up 

his generator if need be. Invited people to come 

talk to him if you’re interested. 

Porch Pirate Game: Paul N2XZF, Wilson 

W4BOH, and Daniel KQ4GOB were participants 

of the “Porch Pirate” game, with Sam KJ4VWG 

as the pirate. Sam had to answer a trivia question 

to be able to steal one of the gifts from the 

participants. Sam chose Wilson as the first one to 

steal from, but could not answer the trivia question 

so Wilson got to keep his prize. Daniel was his 

second choice, and Sam couldn’t answer the 2 nd 

trivia question so Dnaiel got keep his prize. Paul 

was his last choice, and Sam was able to choose 

the subject for the trivia question and chose 

Science. Also failed that trivia question, so Paul 

was able to keep his prize as well.  

Presentation: What did Santa bring you, or what 

fun thing would you like to show off? Also 

went over what news year resolutions do we have 

for the hobby and for the club 

Dave NA4VY: Found some “prizes” at the salvage 

shed in Orange County dumps. First item was a 

field strength meter, possible from the army. 

Second item was a cyborg hand with over 200 

parts, that you can build for a fun science 

experiment. Members asked if the cyborg hand 

could be used to send morse code. 

Matthew KQ4ZYW: showed off his camel 

straightback from cw.morse, as he wants to learn 

cw from Long Island CW Club. Their online zoom 

classes required a straight key. Wilson said it was 

very cute. Matthew also got a new hat with his call 

sign, and a name tag courteous of his wonderful 

wife who asked members what she should get him 

for Christmas. Couldn’t show them off but also 

got ham radio socks that have “Ham Radio” and 

“Operator” on the bottom of the feet 

Dan KR4UB: Talked about fiber internet services 

through Lumos. Very happy about the faster 

internet that’s provided by Orange County. Also 

mentioned membership emails that go out that 

invite everyone to the meetings, have the 

newsletter attached, and also has a brand new way 

to tell members what their due status is. The new 

email system was a long work in progress, so a 

part of it is a memorial to our previous secretary 

Tim Rodgers. 

Matthew mentioned how nice the fiber internet is 

as his parents live in Northern Orange County, and 

lamented how they got fiber after he moved out.  

Mentioned a club new years resolution:  

POTA/ham radio outdoors group that many have 

voiced interest in. Possibly every other month, any 

interested parties can contact Matthew. 

Charlie talked about the Durham EOC, but the 

new building won’t be done until 2027. Hoping to 

get someone who built an APRS system for 

Clinton to also build one for the club and EOC. 

Bob mentioned that regarding the Durham EOC 

that was doing a mass casualty event the following 
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Wednesday, and next Monday (1/12) will be the 

meeting about it at the Durham EOC. 

Showed off a fancy new portable battery his wife 

got him after talking to Wilson, and he hopes to 

use it for POTA and any needs at his house. 

Matthew mentioned a group that’s terrorizing tvs 

at Wilson’s house in the Land of Magic. A group is 

taking apart old tvs to use the components for a 

homemade power supply and transmitter. The first 

meeting of the year will be January 11th, the next 

will be January 25th at 3PM. Wilson added some 

comments about the number of participants, and 

that we’ll see what happens with the building 

process. 

Meeting was concluded at 8:10PM 

Attending Members in Person: 

Dan Eddleman KR4UB 

Matthew Stafford KQ4ZYW 

Wilson Lamb W4BOH 

Ken Bigley KO4DHJ 

Corey Benjamin KM6GWO 

Chip Black KF4WBK 

Karen Snyder KD4YJZ 

Dave Snyder W4SAR 

Charlie Durst NC4CD 

Pat Connelly KO4QLU 

Paul Robertson N2XZF 

Dave Belt NA4VY 

Ted Demas KQ4AAP 

Todd Wheless 

Robert Carr KD8FQM 

Bill Berzinskas WW1H 

Daniel Berzinskas KQ4GOB 

David Warwick K4DJW 

Paul Schnos N0US 

Bob Cook W4FK 

Sam Tannous KJ4VWG 

Members on Zoom: 

Ron Craig KO4RON 

Jerry Northington KR4NJ 

Janice Howell KQ4ZGL 

JR Reid N4JQR 

Minutes taken by:  

Vice-President Matthew Stafford KQ4ZYW  

 

Durham FM Association (DFMA) 

BOD Meeting Minutes 

January 20th, 2026 

Held on Zoom 

 

TBD 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


