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President’s Korner
Hello friends, I hope everyone
that went to RARSFEST found
some incredible deals! Feel free
to bring your new found
treasures to the next meeting.
Spring is underway and the
month is getting busy. We have
a picnic and a Civil War period
communications demonstration
on the same day at Bennet Place
in Durham. The date for that is
April 25th starting around
11:30. The picnic will be the usual “bring a covered dish”
affair. The club will provide hot dogs and water. Please sign
up at the meeting with the number of people you will be
bringing and the food you will provide.

This months board meeting will be at Lakewood Social ,it’s
a restaurant in Durham near The Scrap Exchange at 7pm on
April 21st. I don’t expect that it will be on Zoom.

There is also a joint activity with OCRA on May the 2nd. We
are having a POTA day at Little River Regional Park in
Orange County. We have reserved the small pavilion for
Saturday the 2nd and the Sunday as well for a rain date.
There is a grill on site so we can do another picnic as well. 1
hope you can attend this event. These are the radio type
things that we want to promote that we can’t do at the
membership meetings.

I’ll see you at the meeting and on the nets!

Bob Cook, W4FK
President of DFMA

Buy — Sell — Swap

VEC”), and your FCC
Registration Number (FRN).

Interesting Items

DFMA Picnic and Bennett Place Civil

War Morse Code

The DFMA picnic will be on April 25" at the
Bennett Place Historic Site starting around
11:30AM. We hope you can come out, and bring
any covered dish you want. We hope to have a
“Get on the Air” station to help encourage people
to come over and be introduced to the club and the
hobby. At the same time, Bennett Place will be
celebrating the 161% Anniversary of the Civil
War Surrender. The main theme is
communication, and the club (with a huge help
from Wilson WABOH), will have a morse code
station set up for the public, as telegraphy played a
large role in communication during the war.

DFMA POTA

A date has been decided for the DFMA/OCRA
POTA day! We will be meeting on May 2", with
May 3" as a back up if it rains. We will be
meeting at the Little River Regional Park (POTA
Park #3861) around 1PM. The park has paved
paths to the picnic shelters, so anyone can come
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out and join. Email me (kg4zyw(@arrl.net) if
you’re interested.

Don’t Fear, Terrorizing TVs Continue!
For anyone that is worried, the TV scrap project
continues in Wilson’s Land of Magic. The power
supply is finished, and we’re now working on a
transmitter (maybe two). The next dates will be
April 26" and May 17" at 3PM in Wilson’s
basement (the LOM).

Special Worked-All-States Award for

America’s 250™ Anniversary

The ARRL is celebrating America’s 250
anniversary by hosting a special yearlong event
for the Worked-All-States award. Throughout the
year, each of the 50 states will have
W1AW/portable stations activate for this event.
For example, North Carolina will be activating the
week of April 1% and September 2", All QSOs
must be uploaded to Logbook of the World. More
info can be found here:
https://www.arrl.org/america250-was

Fun at the March DFMA Meeting!

For the March Membership meeting, we had a St.
Patrick themed “contest” for prizes. Pictured
below are some of the strong athletes we have in
our club, such as JR N4JQR and Pat KO4QLU,
working hard for the prizes. Come join us in
person to join in the fun!
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ARRL Field Day 2026

While this is a little early, I wanted to start putting
this on everyone’s radar. This year’s Field Day is
from June 27-28™, and our club’s stations will be
set up at Willson Lamb W4BOH’s house. Dave
Snyder W4SAR is our Field Day Coordinator, and
will be giving presentations as we get closer to the
date. I highly encourage everyone to come out, my
first Field Day was last year and it really got me
hooked. The potluck the Friday before is also
delicious!

Bits of Humor

This section is called Bits of Humor, so
what exactly is the baud rate of laughter?

A young lady has a date with a ham. They are
sitting at the dinner in a romantic restaurant. She
asks, “so what is your favorite band?”” And he
replies, “7 MHz!”

Newbie & Elmer #6 by Matthew KQ4ZYW

Newsbie why are you dressed.
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From the Land of Magic:
The Roto Ranger

By Wilson Lamb W4BOH

Here is another reprint of Wilson’s article From
the Land of Magic, with this one coming from the
September 2016 edition of the Link. Along with
last month’s Plierench, I haven’t seen the fabled
Roto Ranger the times I’ve gone over to the LOM.
The closest I have in my house is a Simpson 270
Series 5 VOM Meter. While the Roto Ranger
sounds like something you’d see on Saturday
morning cartoons or a new friend of Ranger Rick,
it’s a very special multimeter. How special? Read
this article to find out! I hope you enjoy this next
installment in Wilson’s The Land of Magic:

I’m sure many of our more mature members have
seen and/or used the venerable Simpson 260
multimeter. It’s a rugged old thing, in a really solid
Bakelite case. But who has heard of the Roto
Ranger? In the heady days after WWII, the
economy was taking off and a plethora of new
consumer goods was coming out, including
electronic entertainment equipment. Factories
were upgrading and introducing technology and
automation. Before the war, consumer radio issues
were handled, as a sideline, by furniture and
hardware stores. Service work was the province of

Wilson’s 1951 Simpson Roto Ranger
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mostly self-taught jackleg labor, mostly poorly
paid, but there were schools, both correspondence
and brick and mortar, that taught radio and
industrial electricity and electronics. Some of the
names are still with us, like De Vry.

Many hams and gadgeteers had worked long hours
at war production and in the military, so there was
a pool of new talent available. One such individual
was Al Hege, WA4ABT. A ham since the late 20s or
early 30s, he had helped start WANC, the Winston-
Salem Amateur Radio Club. Seeing the
burgeoning electronics market heating up, Al
hooked up with a non-ham guy with business
smarts and started a radio/electronics store,
cleverly named Dalton-Hege Radio Supply Co.
and located in downtown Winston-Salem. That
first store was in an old storefront, not too wide
but pretty deep. Of course, | have no idea where
the shelves came from, but one of my very early
memories is of going there with Dad, W4BOH, to
help shelve the first shipments of inventory. |
don’t know how many hours Dad put into that
work, but after the store became successful Al
presented Dad with a thank you gift, a Simpson
Roto Ranger.

At last, the subject of our story! The Roto Ranger
is an odd duck. It’s a multimeter, yes, but nothing
really special, technically. Stylistically, it’s another
story. Rather than the taut, efficient design of the
260 family, it’s carefully designed to look upscale
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and important. It’s in a luggage like case, almost
as big as a portable typewriter case, covered in
some sort of faux leather. Inside are wonders of
design and craftsmanship. The lid of the case is
lined in blue velvet and the panel is highly
polished black Bakelite. That’s just the beginning,
though. Rather than the crowded meter face of
other multimeters, the Roto Ranger has a large
meter movement and an important looking knob.
There is only one scale in the meter face, the one
selected by the knob! All the usual scales are
indicated in a circle around the knob and each
pops up in the meter as the knob is turned! Who
knows; was it meant all along as a
status/presentation item? It certainly didn’t match
the typical service tech’s bag of tricks! All this
rated a price of $69.95. I don’t have an inflation
calculator handy, but that would have been out of
reach for most people in 1951! The basic 260 was
$38.

Well, Dad was proud of the Roto Ranger and
whenever we encountered an electrical or
electronic malfunction I’d soon hear “Get the
Roto.” It served us both well for several years,
until he pulled one of my favorite tricks and put
the leads across a 1200V power supply, with the
scale set to some low Ohms range. After quite a
bit of magic smoke came out, the big meter glass
was blackened and the scale invisible. No matter,
the needle was way past moving anyway. Needless
to say (I will anyway), there was soon arranged a
trip back to Simpson for repairs, duly completed.

Of course, I still have it! Lambs tend to hold on to
things, especially if there’s a sentimental
connection. It lives in the LOM and appears
occasionally for admiration. For real work I use
Harbor Freight meters, often gotten free (coupons,
DFMA door prizes), that fit in my pocket. I picked
up the meter destroying talent and blow up at least
three a year! Does anyone need a few sets of meter
leads or cheap Chinese nine-volt batteries?

Ok, that’s about it for the ole Roto’s story. Before
long, I’1l be passing it on to K4OGP, Chris or
KM4DNU, Peter, so they can keep the Roto
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tradition alive. I can attest that it works on
transmitters, receivers, stoves, cars, model planes,
radios, TV sets, HI-FI (not WIFI) equipment, and
other things not remembered.

Thanks for joining me for some memories from
the LOM!

73,

Wilson

W4BOH

Just Ahead in Radiosport from
ARRL

April 2 — SARL 80m QSO Contest

April 4 — PODXS @70 New Member Jamboree
April 4-5 — YBDXPI SSB Contest

April 4-5 — Louisiana QSO Party

April 4-5 — Mississippi QSO Party

April 6 — DARC Easter Contest

April 6 — OK1WC Memorial MWC)

More contest events listed at WA7BNM:
https://www.contestcalendar.com/index.php

Buy — Sell — Swap

TenTec Century 21

Another classic. Great little CW transceiver,
with antenna tuner, $150, Proceeds to OCRA.
Wilson W4BOH

Contact: infomet@embargmail.com

Box of Cat.6 LAN Cable

I have a near full, I think, box of Cat.6 LAN
cable. This stuff is $125+ at Amazon,

so $50 seems reasonable for this one. Estate
stuff, money goes to DFMA.

Wilson W4BOH

Icom Microphones IC-HM9 and IC-HM14

NEW in boxes
HMO9 has two pin plug, for handhelds. $20
HM14 has 8 pin plug and 16 key keypad. $30
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Pick up in Hillsborough OR I will mail
for $10 each.
Wilson WABOH
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Drake MN-2000 Antenna Tuner

A classic, built for more power than you can
give it. $250, currently in the LOM
Wilson W4BOH

ICOM PW-1 Solid State Amplifier Selling for
friend, good shape.
Price $2,000.00. Wilson W4BOH

Website: dfma.org
Upcoming Events (dfma.org for details)

04/07 DFMA Meeting, Bullock’s BBQ, 6pm
04/130CRA Meeting, Efland Baha’i Center, 7:30pm
04/18 VEC Session, Efland Baha’i Center, 10am

04/21 DFMA Board Meeting, 7pm at Lakewood Social
04/25 DFMA Picnic

05/05 DFMA Meeting, Bullock’s BBQ, 6pm

Alliance HD-73-1 Rotator Controller SK
Stuff

Untested, no rotator available, so returnable.
Two Speed, six wire controller.

Picture available.

$50, in Hillsborough.

Wilson W4BOH

FS: Nice coax jumper for connecting HTs to
antennae.

Six inches long, SMA male to UHF female (like
S0O-239). Coax is very small and flexible, RG-
174. Available in the LOM or at DFMA/OCRA
meetings. $4. Financing available. Beat the

rush, send email to my QRZ address.
Wilson WABOH

73 — Matthew KQ4ZYW, Vice-President

& Newsletter Editor

Send copy to KQ4ZY W @arrl.net
Deadline: one week before the Club Meeting
(Images and copy: KQ4ZYW or as credited)
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Great News! DFMA Now Has a New PO Box!
The DFMA Mailing Address

Please address any mail you have for the club to:

DFMA
P.O. Box 2494
Durham, NC 27715

Coax, new and used

Check with Wilson W4BOH first regarding
length and cost

Do you have something that you need or
something you are offering to others?

There’s this spot in The Link set aside just for you.

Just email the appropriate info to

KQ4ZY W (@arrl.net and it will be included with
the next issue. Make sure to include contact info,
and feel free to include a picture (that is yours—
please no copyrighted stuff from the web).

73, Matthew, KQ4ZYW

Durham FM Association (DFMA)
Member Meeting Minutes
March 3rd, 2026
Held at Bullock’s BBQ, Durham NC
TBD

Durham FM Association (DFMA)
BOD Meeting Minutes
March 14th, 2026
Held on Zoom
TBD
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