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Tuesday, November 4 ,th

6pm at Bullock’s BBQ.
Business Meeting starts at 7pm

Program: Remembering the
Possum Trot Net
By: Charlie Durst NC4CD

Charlie has interviewed some of the
net controllers and members of the 
Possum Trot Net, and has gotten together photos,
stories, and the history of this 2m net. 

We’re hoping for a fun time of both learning the history
and reminiscing about this net that once had hundreds
of check-ins and around a thousand members.

For any city slicker reading this, a possum is a creature
that plays dead and is North America’s only marsupial.

Hello my fellow members. By now
most of you are aware that Tim
Rodgers, KC1TWR, passed away on
October 22nd. Tim was very active
and his work touched many. Tim
embodied the spirit of teamwork
and volunteering. Needless to say
the club really needs someone to
step up to the challenge that Tim
took on and was dominating. Tim

was our Secretary, editor of The Link, and webmaster.
He and Dan , KR4UB, were converting the website over
to Wordpress, which Dan has agreed to continue.
Matthew, Our VP has agreed to try his hand at being
editor. This is greatly appreciated by me and I believe
the club as well. So please consider taking on the
Secretary post. Do it for the club. Do it for TIM.

As many of you know, the
government is still currently shut
down (as writing this newsletter
the week of 10/26), which affects
the FCC. They released a
statement on September 30 that
states:

“Aside from a few emergency and
auction filing systems, all other

Commission electronic filing systems will be unavailable to
the public until normal agency operations resume.” 

Because of the shutdown, no new FCC Registration
Number (FRN) are being issued. For any new candidates
that test for their license, examiners are allowed to
leave the FRN space blank, and once the FCC re-opens
and the candidate applies for and receives their FRN,
they must contact the ARRL to give the agency their FRN
to complete the application.

Interesting Items
As of writing this newsletter, Hurricane Melissa is
currently over Cuba, the Dominican Republic,
Haiti, and the Bahamas (although by the time this
is published, the hurricane may have already
moved out to the northern Atlantic Ocean). The
Hurricane Watch Net, WX4NHC, has been
activated, and is currently active on 14.325 MHz,
switching over to 7.268 MHz from 7PM to 8AM.
More information can be found at hwn.org and
their activation plans page.

Bob Shelton KO4SZE, a club member and scout
master, requested our help to test out setting up
some stations on October 18th for Scouting
America’s Jamboree on the Air (JOTA), with the
event running from 9AM-12PM. It was held at the
Westminster Presbyterian Church, and we worked
with Troop 451, ScoutsBSA Girl Troop 456, and
Cub Scout Pack 451. 

(CONT. PAGE 2)

https://www.hwn.org/policies/activationplans.html
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John Boone KM4MDR and myself (Matthew KQ4ZYW)
were able to set up both a 10 meter and a 20 meter
station. Charlie Durst NC4CD set up a DMR and
UHF/VHF station as well. We only made a few QSOs,
but that was because we were getting so many great
questions from both the scouts and parents alike.
We’re hoping to expand more next year, and hoping
to get more volunteers.

Pictured above is the base of the antenna tower of
the 147.225 repeater in Hillsborough, that is also
linked to AllStar and DMR. While it may seem weird
for such a huge antenna tower to be sitting on such
a small spot for the base, there are several reasons
for that set-up. 

Want to learn more? The YouTube channel Practical
Engineering made a video going over the history
and functions of antenna towers.

Practical Engineering – The Bizarre Bases of
Antenna Towers

into procuring laptops for testing stations, so that
even the test results with be electronic. We’re
looking to the future for testing participants and
moving into the 21st century. Next exam session
will be December 20th.

Bits of Humor

Just Ahead in Radiosport from ARRL:

Results from the VEC Session
There was an exam session held at The Bahá’í
Center in Efland on October 18th . There was one
participant who was successful in getting their
Technician’s License. Dave Snyder W4SAR was able
to submit the results via the internet, and is looking 

November 1 -- IPARC Contest (CW), Silent Key
Memorial Contest

November 2 -- High Speed Club CW Contest

November 3 -- ARRL Sweepstakes Contest, CW

November 2-5 -- Classic Exchange, Phone

November 4 -- ARS Spartan Sprint

November 5 -- VHF-UHF FT8 Activity Contest

November 6-7 -- Walk for the Bacon WRP Contest

November 9 -- ARRL EME Contest

November 8-10 -- CQ-WE Contest

More contest events listed at WA7BNM:
https://www.contestcalendar.com/index.php

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3nDdLiXS5wk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3nDdLiXS5wk
https://www.contestcalendar.com/index.php
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A Tribute to a Silent Key: Tim Rodgers KC1TWR

A silent key is a term used for a ham radio operator who has passed
away. It is a reference to the telegraph key that was used to send CW. If
you have any questions, you can ask Wilson W4BOH, who I’m pretty sure
was very good friends of Samuel Morse.

It is with saddened hearts that the DFMA comes regarding a recent silent
key, Tim Rodgers KC1TWR, who passed away suddenly on October 22nd.
Tim had only been in the area for around two years, having moved from
New London County, Connecticut to Orange County, North Carolina.

Buy - Sell - Swap

TenTec Century 21, another classic.
Great little CW transceiver, with antenna tuner,
$150, Proceeds to OCRA.
Wilson W4BOH
Contact: infomet@embarqmail.com

FS: Nice coax jumper for connecting HTs to antennae.
Six inches long, SMA male to UHF female (like SO-239). Coax is very small and flexible, RG-174.
Available in the LOM or at DFMA/OCRA meetings.
$4. Financing available. Beat the rush, send email to my QRZ address.
Wilson W4BOH

Drake MN-2000 Antenna Tuner
A classic, built for more power than you can give it.
$250, currently in the LOM
Wilson W4BOH

Box of Cat.6 LAN Cable
I have a near full, I think, box of Cat.6 LAN cable.
This stuff is $125+ at Amazon, so $50 seems
reasonable for this one.
Estate stuff, money goes to DFMA.
Wilson W4BOH

ICOM PW-1 Solid State Amplifier
Selling for friend, good shape.
Price $2,000.00.
Wilson W4BOH

Icom Microphones IC-HM9 and IC-HM14
NEW in boxes
HM9 has two pin plug, for handhelds. $20
HM14 has 8 pin plug and 16 key keypad. $30
Pick up in Hillsborough OR I will mail for $10 each.
Wilson W4BOH

Alliance HD-73-1 Rotator Controller SK Stuff
Untested, no rotator available, so returnable.
Two Speed, six wire controller.
Picture available.
$50, in Hillsborough.
Wilson W4BOH

Do you have something that you need or something you are offering to others? There’s this spot in The Link
set aside just for you. Just email the appropriate info to KQ4ZYW@arrl.net and it will be included with the next
issue. Make sure to include contact info, and feel free to include a picture (that is yours– please no copyrighted
stuff from the web).
73, Matthew, KQ4ZYW

By Matthew Stafford KQ4ZYW

Tim’s profile photo on QRZ.com

mailto:infomet@embarqmail.com
mailto:KQ4ZYW@arrl.net
https://www.qrz.com/db/KC1TWR


net that Tim helped start back up: The Tips Net through the Southeastern CT Amateur Radio Society (SECARS). I
think it very fitting that a net that Tim helps bring back, one where he would go to a local beach area to be net
control form his car, is geared towards bringing questions from hams and allowing others to answer them. Many
of us in North Carolina, as well as Connecticut, know how incredibly helpful and welcoming Tim was to everyone,
especially new hams. He was one of the first people to come talk to me when I went to my first ham radio club
meeting in November of 2024. He was an elmer to many, and the amateur radio world has a little less shine now
that he’s gone. As many expressed on the Tips Net: if Heaven didn’t already have ham radio, it does now. 

I also learned that Tim loved his practical jokes, with one ham stating that during COVID, Tim ordered 40lbs of
pasta to his door as a prank. Sounded like it was oodles and noodles of fun. Others talked about how positive Tim
was, that no matter what, he would spin a situation to the positive, and was happy to help others, even if he
wasn’t sure what to do. 

Larisa has let everyone know that the family has everything they need, but that her dad would have loved that if
anyone feels moved to do so, to donate to their local ham radio club. Tim was of course a member of DFMA, but
he also was member of these clubs if you would like to donate in his memory:

The Link Newsletter of the Durham FM Association 4

In the two years he was here. he quickly used his time and
talents to serve as the Secretary, Newsletter Editor of the
Link, and Webmaster for DFMA. He had received his
Technician’s License in 2014, and upgraded to General later
that year. I did not know Tim for very long, but he left a
great impression on me, as I could tell instantly that he was
a very kind and caring person. It was clear that he loved his
wife, family, and hobby, and wanted to share that love with
others.

I seem to not have been the only person who was touched
by Tim’s personality and spirit. When his daughter Larisa
posted news of his passing on his Facebook page, the post
quickly received many comments pouring out condolences
as well as sharing memories and impressions Tim had left
on his friends, family, and coworkers. I even learned that he
played the MMORPG World of Warcraft, and that his player
handle was Xizzorribb.

Bob W4FK, Tom KR4BTP, and I were able to join a 2 meter

Tim with a mobile communications unit for
Connecticut ARES. Photo credit to Larisa Sky.

� Orange County Radio Amateurs (OCRA)
� Raleigh Amateur Radio Society (RARS)
� Southeastern Connecticut Amateur Radio Society (SECARS)
� Southeastern Connecticut Radio Amateur Mobile System (SCRAMS)

SECARS has let me know that they will be having a Silent Key Ceremony for Tim at their next meeting on
November 13th at 7pm and has extended the invitation to DFMA. Once I receive the Zoom invitation link, I will
share it with the club. Peter K1PTO, the president of SECARS, said that Tim helped him feel welcome in the hobby
and that story is continued with many other members.

“Do you not know that a man is not dead as long as his name is still spoken?” – Terry Pratchett 

The above quote is from fantasy-comedy writer Terry Pratchett, in one of his novels from the Discworld Series. In
the novel Going Postal, part of the plot revolves around communication towers called the Clacks. They’re based on 



the “roundworld” version of a semaphore tower (also known as Optical Telegraph), which you might remember
from The Count of Monte Cristo or Hornblower and the Hotspur. In Going Postal, a character realizes that
unlogged messages are being sent up and down the clacks and consist of the letters G, N, and U, followed by a
name. The beginning is a code: G for pass the message on, N for do not log the message, and U for turn
the message around when it reaches the end and send it back down the line. 

It had become customary for workers of the clacks that when a worker died, they would start a message with GNU
and the deceased worker’s name, as there was a belief that a person was not truly dead as long as their name was
spoken, traveling back and forth between clack operators. So in other words:

GNU Tim Rodgers KC1TWR, may his name never be forgotten.
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73 – Matthew KQ4ZYW, Vice President & Interim Newsletter Editor

Send copy to KQ4ZYW@arrl.net
Deadline: one week before the Club Meeting
(Images and copy: KQ4ZYW or as credited)

© Copyright 2025 Durham FM Association, Inc.
-------------------------------------------------------

The DFMA Mailing Address

This is actually a mail service which costs less than a post office box and provides some extra services.
Please address any mail you have for the club to:

Durham FM Association
9169 W State St #644
Garden City ID 83714

Editor’s Note: The DFMA Board is currently considering getting a PO Box closer to us, so the above address
may change soon. Please refer to the DFMA website for the most recent and correct mailing address.

Website: dfma.org

Upcoming Events (dfma.org for details)

11/04 DFMA Meeting, Bullock’s BBQ, 6pm

11/10 OCRA Meeting, Efland Baha’i Center, 7:30pm

10/18 DFMA Board Meeting, 7pm on Zoom

12/2 DFMA Meeting, Bullock’s BBQ, 6pm

12/20 VE Test Session, Efland Baha’i Center, 10am

mailto:KQ4ZYW@arrl.net
https://www.dfma.org/index.html

