
The Link Newsletter of the Durham FM Association
May 2024

Next Meeting:
Tuesday, May 7, 6pm.
At Bullock’s BBQ

Program: 
Auxcomm.…
Basic Understanding!  
By: 
Jose Guzman, KD4JWF
Jose  will present on Auxcomm,
to help us understand what it is.
If you’ve considered getting into
public service using amateur radio, this will give you 
some insights.  Come up with some questions, 
because this will be a discussion as well as a 
presentation.

Jose has  been a ham for a long time (who else do you 
know whose call begins with KD4?)
He’s also been in public service for a long time.  When
I first met him through OCRA in the late ‘90s, he was 
with the Chapel Hill Police Department.  He now lives 
in Oxford, still very much involved with emergency 
communication.  Come join us Tuesday for what 
promises to be a very interesting program.
73, Dee, KU4GC

President’s Corner
May is here! The shortest named month there is, 
weighing in with only 3 letters.. May is Star Wars 
month, especially May the 4th(be with you)! One of 
my faves. May Also brings us CICADAS. This is new 
for me as we didn’t have that many in South Florida. 
You would see the occasional “skeleton “ on a tree. 
But not much else.

I think the cold weather has finally left but I’m 
starting to miss it already! 

I hope everyone is getting excited about Field Day. It 
will be here before you know it!

I think the 1st Annual(?) DFMA Spring Picnic was a 
success. I want to thank everyone who attended and 
brought stuff for the event. A big thanx goes to the 
operators who set up their stations for the event. 

 A special thanx goes to Chris, KY4OU. He did a 
wonderful job on designing and procuring the new 

club banner! Hope to have it on display at 
the next club meeting on the 7th.

Bob Cook, W4FK 

President of DFMA

73

Dee Anne Lamb, sk
Dee Anne Lofland Lamb, 1943-2024, passed away in 
April after some years dealing with Alzheimer's.  
Some of you knew her though Wilson when she 
accompanied him to various social events or when 
you went to visit Wilson in the “Land of Magic”.  
(Below she is shown with Wilson at the DFMA’s 2018
Christmas Dinner at Bullock’s.)

However, her real service to the ham community  was
when she and Wilson started hosting the annual 
OCRA-DFMA Field Day weekend each June, starting in
2014.  (How many of you have a spouse that would 
invite a group of people, many of them strangers, to 
spend the weekend at your house?)  She was such a 
gracious hostess, always cheerful and willing to talk 
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with and interact with new and old.  My wife, 
W4MKR, always enjoyed talking with her very much ,
especially about plants and flowers. We owe Dee 
Anne many thanks and will miss her dearly.

73, Dee, KU4GC

Great DFMA Picnic!
The first annual DFMA Picnic was a great success.  
The weather was beautiful, as was the site in the Eno 
River State  Park.  It had a handsome  shelter with 
many picnic tables and a grill. While the DFMA 
provided hot dogs and water, the main source of food
was potluck.  The food was yummy and I had to get 
seconds more than once.

Aurora (KN4VXB) set up a nice fox hunt.  Quite a few 
people completed that and located the fox.  At an 
event also organized by Aurora, a  number of hams 

recently built RF sniffers from kits that were 
designed for direction finding.  Most participants 
used their new sniffers to find the fox.  Aurora also 
lent some out for people without equipment. Yagi 
type antennas are also often used for this but the 
sniffers seemed to work well. Thank you Aurora for 
providing this fun element to the picnic!

A few POTA-style  transceivers were set up to 
demonstrate some HF.  John, KM4MDR, ran the most 
active station.  Chris, KY4OU, also set up a station.

There were quite a few attendees who were not 
DFMA members and most of those were OCRA 
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Dee Anne, talking to MK, W4MKR, sk, and Karen,
KD4YJZ at Field Day  2014.

Aurora, KN4VXB, explains use of sniffer to KI4RAN,
K4SAR, KO4PAM(?) and KQ4GOB (the youngest

ham there who just got his Extra!) 
Courtesty of W4FK (or xyl Elizabeth)

Laurie, N1YXU and Bruce, N1LN with their sniffer,
ready for the fox hunt. Courtesy of KY4OU

John, KM4MDR operating while his XYL, Joan, looks
on. Courtesy of KY4OU
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members so it was definitely a good outreach event.  
There had been some hope that we would attract 
some strangers who were not hams and allow them 
to see some stations in operation.  I guess that most 
outsiders assumed that it was a private event, so I’m 
not aware of any takers.  In the future, we might need
extra signage if we want to attract outsiders.

Thanks to our president, Bob, W4FK for starting a 
new tradition and to Chris, KY4OU, for dealing with a 
lot of the logistics.  Thanks to all of you who brought 
great food.

73, Dee, KU4GC

PS: More Picnic Pictures at the end.

Field Day is Closer than U Think
This year, Field Day is 2pm Saturday, June 22 through
2pm Sunday, June 23.  That’s seven weeks away – oh 
so far, but oh, so close.  It’s important that you read 
and keep track of the notices on the OCRA-DFMA 
groups.io reflector.  Dave, W4SAR will report on the 
current state of things at our meeting on Tuesday.  
We’ll be spending much of the DFMA’s June meeting 
on this. Meanwhile, check your gear and practice 
your skills.  The fun is coming your way, ready or not.

73, Dee, KU4GD

Minutes

Durham FM Association (DFMA)
Board Meeting Minutes 4/18/2023 – Pending
Durham FM Association (DFMA)
Board Meeting Minutes 5/16/2023 – Pending
Durham FM Association (DFMA)
Club Meeting Minutes 6/6/2023 – Pending

Durham FM Association (DFMA)
Board Meeting Minutes 6/20/2023 – Pending
Durham FM Association (DFMA)
Club Meeting Minutes 7/18/2023 – Pending
Durham FM Association (DFMA)
Board Meeting Minutes 8/15/2023 – (no quorum)
Durham FM Association (DFMA)
Board Meeting Minutes 9/19/2023 – Pending
Durham FM Association (DFMA)
Board Meeting Minutes 10/17/2023 – Pending
Durham FM Association (DFMA)
Board Meeting Minutes 11/21/2023 – Pending
Durham FM Association (DFMA)
Board Meeting Minutes 1/16/2024 – Pending

Durham FM Association (DFMA)
Club Meeting Minutes 3/5/2024
Secretary - Pam (KO4YAR)

President: Bob (W4FK)
Bob called the meeting to order at 7:00 pm

Attending:  Dave (NA4VY), Ken (KO4DHJ), Bill 
(N8BR), Dan (KK4CP), Chip (KF4BK), Book, Martin 
(KA5JUJ), Derek (KF5CYN), Bob (KD8FQM), Mike 
(KK4BPH), Michael (AA4YH), Pat (KO4QLU), Bob 
(W4FK), Charlie (NC4CD), Dan (KR4UB), Tim 
(KC1TWR), Mark (KJ4NPF), John (KX4P), Jack 
(KM4MBG), Lenore (KF4PAB), Jay (K4AAI), Wilson 
(W4BOH), Charles (KY4HU), Pam (KO4YAR), Mark 
(AJ2X), JR (N4JQR), Robert (K6GRR), Henry 
(WB4ROI), Paul (N2XZF), Paul (N0US), Dave 
(W4SAR), Karen (KD4YJZ), Sam (KJ4VWG), Vance 
(KV4P), Dan (KK4CP)
A total of 35 attendees, all of them hams except 2. 

OFFICER REPORTS

President:  Bob (W4FK) 
DFMA is having a picnic on April 13.  The location is 
pending.  Please sign-up for what you would like to 
bring.   

Vice President – Chris
Nothing to report.

Secretary – Pam
Nothing to report.

Treasurer – Jack
Nothing to report.

Repeater Manager – Charlie 
Charlie remembered Danny Hampton. 

Door Prizes were awarded to Book, Robert, Chip and
Jay. 

Program
Program: Hallicrafters SX-88 Restoration
By: John Green, KX4P

Bob adjourned the meeting at approximately 
8:00.

Durham FM Association (DFMA)
Board Meeting Minutes 3/19/2024                                
Secretary, Pam (KO4YAR)

President - Bob (W4FK) called the meeting to order 
at 7:00 pm. 
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Attending the Video Call:   Pat (KO4QLU), Charlie 
(NC4CD), Paul (N2XZF), Dee (KU4GC), Pam 
(KO4YAR) Dave (W4SAR), Karen (KD4YJZ), Chris 
(KY4OU), Jack (KM4MBG), Wilson (W4BOH), Bob 
(W4FK), Dan (KR4UB), 

Board discussion of management of membership 
records and contact of members.                                   
Discussion was held on what changes could be made 
to define the roles of Board members and for future 
board members and board members-at-large.  No 
action items were decided upon.

DFMA Picnic - April 13, 2024
The picnic will be held at Eno River State Park, Cox 
Mountain Trail.  Directions will be provided in The 
LINK.

OFFICER REPORTS 

President - Bob 
Health and Welfare check.                                                 
Discussion was held on how to manage the contact 
with members.  Dee will send out a list.   We should 
send the names of people we choose to contact to the 
other board members to avoid duplication of effort. 

AllStar Link is sending weather alerts without 
information.

Vice President - Chris 
Nothing to report

Treasurer - Jack 
Checking balance was reported.
Savings balance was reported
CD is earning 4.3%
All bills are paid.

Repeater Manager - Charlie 
Charlie will follow up on the AllStar Link sending 
weather alerts.

Newsletter Editor and Hamfest Chair - Dee
Membership total is 87.

Secretary - Pam
Nothing to report.

Action items:  
Health and Welfare check
.

Bob adjourned the meeting at approximately 8:00
pm.

Durham FM Association (DFMA)
Club Meeting Minutes 4/4/2024 - notes by KU4GC  
Location: Bullock’s BBQ and Live Streaming 

Attending 

(In Person): Jack, KM4MBG; Dee, KU4GC; Lenore, 
KF4PAB; Paul, N2XZF; Pat, KO4QLU; Bob, W4FK; 
Dave, W4SAR; Karen,KD4YJZ; Charlie, NC4CD;  Sam, 
KJ4VWG; Chris, KY4OU;  Paul, N0US; Chip, KF4WBK; 
JR, N4JQR; Mark, KJ4NPF; Banks, W4OFZ; Robert, 
J6GRR; Kent, KQ4PES; Sam, KJ4VWG; Tom Swain; 
Wilson, W4BOH; and John Book.
(Live Stream check in): None with ID.

A total of 22 attended, 20 of them  licensed.

President - Bob, W4FK called the meeting to order at
7:00pm.  The meeting got underway with the normal 
round of self-introductions.  

OFFICER REPORTS

Vice President – Chris, KY4OU, is looking for 
programs.

Treasurer – Jack, KM4MBG reported that the annual 
IRS filing of the e-Postcard (Form 990-N) had been 
completed.

Secretary  – Pam, KO4YAR was not able to attend.

Repeater Manager – Charlie, NC4CD that he had 
acquired a Generac backup generator for the 
Hillsborough site, but that it still needs to be 
connected.

Announcements:
Attendees were reminded of RARSfest on Saturday 
(4/6/24, 8am - 3pm).   There are no official club 
tables but several club members have rented tables.  

Bob, W4FK, asked people to sign up for the annual 
(1st) DFMA picnic which will be on Saturday, 
4/13/24, 9:30am - 3pm, with pot luck lunch around 
noon.  The club will provide hot dogs and water.  
Also, Aurora, KN4VXB,  will run a fox hunt.  (People 
who participated in the recent Sniffer Kit build will 
be able to try their units out.  More traditional yagi 
based direction finders will also work.)

Door Prizes:
Jack, KM4MBG won a compact Torx wrench set,  JR, 
N4JQR won a compact metric Allen key set, Book won
an ARRL manual and Chris, KY4OU won an ARRL 
manual.  Both books had been donated to the club by 
KC1TWR.

PROGRAM - Show and Tell
Dee, KU4GC, showed the main video from the 
Hamband CD, singing on a large amateur tower in 
Denmark..  
Continuing the tower theme, Dee, also showed 
pictures he took when he and  Dan, KR4UB went up 
the UNC TV tower to work on the OCRA 442.150 
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repeater.  The platform for the repeaters (and much 
other communications gear, such as weather radio) is
about 1000 feet up.
Chris, KY4OU, brought some old Heathkit amplifiers, 
which he got from an estate.
Chris also brought and showed off a fancy, custom 
built,  Lithium Ion power box that he built with a 
60AH battery at its heart.
Bob, W4FK, showed off a ham ID badge that he made 
from the mechanism of an inexpensive toy.  It 
produced blinking lights and could detect motion 
nearby to wake it up.

Bob (W4FK) adjourned the meeting at about 
8:15pm

Buy – Sell – Trade

AnyTone AT-D878UV. It is fully programmed for 
this area. Works great and looks like new in box with 
accessories that come with it. I can reprogram it for 
whoever gets it changing  their call and DMR id 
number if needed. I use it with a  hotspot which could
be changed with software on the their web site. Full 
info is available on web site 
WWW.bridgecomsystems.com 
Price $175.00.
Sidney, W4QWM, 
edwards.sidney@gmail.com
[Note: Sidney is one of the founding members of the 
DFMA.]

The following equipment was donated to OCRA and 
Wilson, W4BOH is overseeing its disposition.  
Heathkit SB-300-Simple but very effective ham band
receiver.  Amazing condition, $150.
Kenwood TS-850-Solid state transceiver, the K3 of 
the 90s.  Recently tested, GREAT receiver, HI-FI 
analog audio and excellent filters, with speaker and 
PS, $700. - SOLD
Hallicrafters SX-99-Vintage Receiver, works but 
needs love.  Easy to work on.  $50. - SOLD

Please contact Wilson, W4BOH by email:
infomet@embarqmail.com
if interested or to get more info.

(Note.  It is hard to keep up with Wilson’s inventory 
and he has received even more equipment recently.
If you are interested in used equipment, it could be 
worth your while contacting him.   - Dee, KU4GC, 
editor)

DOWN-SIZING SALE of RADIO & TEST EQUIPMENT
A DFMA member is down-sizing to a location that 
does not allow antennas for a ham station.  The 

following items  are for sale at very reasonable 
prices.   

Drake TR4-C  HF Transceiver
Drake T4XC Transmitter
Drake R4C Receiver
Drake MS-4 Speakers w/ AC-4 Power Supplies
Corsair CX750M Power Supply Upgrade for Drake AC4
Drake TV-3300-LP Model 1608 Low Pass Filter
Bird 612 Termaline Wattmeter
Bird 6156 Termaline Wattmeter
Almost All Digital Electronics DFD4 Frequency Counter
Almost All Digital Electronics Precision Freq. Reference
Heathkit Sine-Square Audio Generator IG-18
Heathkit Antenna Noise Bridge  HD-1422
Micronta Clamp-On AC V-A Meter
Hamtronics 2M Receiver Preamp
Icom IC-V82 2M HT
Icom IC-U82 440 MHz HT
Email nc4cd@earthlink.net if you are interested in 
buying any of these items before they go on ebay.

Do you have something that you need or 
something you want to get rid of? There’s this spot 
in The Link set aside just for you. Just email the 
appropriate info to ku4gc@amsat.org and it will be 
included with the next issue. Make sure to include
 contact info and feel free to include a picture (that 
is yours – please no copyrighted stuff from the 
web).
73, Dee, KU4GC
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Upcoming Events (dfma.org for details)

5/07 DFMA Meeting, Bullock's BBQ, 6pm 
5/13 OCRA Meeting, Efland Baha’i Center, 7:30pm 
5/21 DFMA Board Meeting, virtual, 7pm
6/04 DFMA Meeting, Bullock's BBQ, 6pm

73 – Dee, KU4GC, Editor
Lenore, KF4PAB, Proofreader

Send copy to ku4gc@amsat.org
Deadline: one week before the Club Meeting

(Images and copy: KU4GC or as credited)
© Copyright 2023 Durham FM Association, Inc.

-------------------------------------------------------

The DFMA Mailing Address
 The DFMA has a new mailing address. This is a 
mail service which costs less than a post office 

box and provides some extra services.
Please address any mail you have for the club to:

Durham FM Association
9169 W State St #644
Garden City ID 83714

ku4gc@amsat.org
mailto:edwards.sidney@gmail.com
http://WWW.bridgecomsystems.com/


Newsletter of the Durham FM AssociationThe Link

A Few More Picnic Pix

 
Web Site: dfma.org
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Portable HF Antenna or Mechanical
Arachnid. Courtesy of KY4OU

John, KM4MDR operating while Joe,K4SAR looks on and
Dee, KU4GC looks at the camera.  Courtesy of KY4OU

L to R: KY4OU, KO4PAM, ?, KM4MDR, KM4MBG, W4FK, KF4PAB, K4VO, KO4QLU,
N1LN, KJ4NPF, N2XZF, KN4VXB, N1YXU, KU4GC, KJ4VWG, K4BCK & Chris' new

banner. Courtesy Elizabeth (W4FK xyl)
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