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Next Meeting:
Tuesday, April 2, 6pm.
At Bullock’s BBQ

Program:  
TBA
By: 
TBA
OK, as of press time, the program
for Tuesday has not been set. It’s
not on April 1st but on the 2nd,
but something may come along at
the last minute. But don’t despair;  this will still be a 
great meeting.

If you have some show and tell to bring, please do so. 
If no formal program develops, it will be fun to see 
interesting objects or to hear about individual 
projects.  I have a video and some slides in reserve 
that will also entertain.

Regardless of our programs, most of you will agree 
that the fellowship of your fellow hams and the food 
alone make our meetings worthwhile.

I look forward to seeing every one of you !!!

73, Dee, KU4GC

President’s Corner
They say April showers bring May flowers. Seems 
that March brought plenty of rain so Spring should be
popping out with a vengeance! Here's hoping that 
everyone survived St Paddies Day and Easter in the 
same month. 

April is starting off BUSY! There is RARSfest the first 
weekend and our First Annual (?) Picnic in Eno River 
State Park the second Saturday. If you haven’t signed 
up yet you can do so at the meeting. 

Please check in on our local nets, 6 meters, 53.61 on 
Wednesday at 9pm and 2 meters, 145.450 on 
Thursday at 8pm. Please welcome Boyd, KO4GJO as 
our newest net control. He will make his debut on 
April 11th.

 We also have far reaching nets in the morning with 
The Morning Brew till 9am on the 145.450 and the 
224.260. The Boredom Breaker net is on in the 
afternoon also on the 224.260. There are Sunday and 

Wednesday night nets also on the 224.260 
repeater truly making it our busiest 
repeater!

Bob Cook, W4FK 

President of DFMA

73

2024 DFMA Picnic in April
On Saturday, April 13, the DFMA will have its first 
annual spring picnic.  (Some years ago we had an 
annual picnic but that was in the fall.)  This will be at 
the beautiful Eno River State Park at the end of Cole 
Mill Road which is accessed from Durham heading 
into Orange County. There you will find the  big Ford 
Fews shelter with picnic tables, so you don’t need to 
bring any tables and chairs.  Bring family and ham 
interested friends.  OCRA members are definitely 
invited.  Bob (W4FK) provided some nice pictures.  
(See them and a map at the end of this issue.)

Food
We plan to start at 10am but a few people may want 
to come earlier for setup around 9am.  Since this 
event is slated as a Picnic, food (Have Another Meal). 
will be a main focus.  It’s potluck so bring something 
you can share.  The Club will provide hot dogs and or 
hamburgers, water, some ice and a grill.  The rest is 
up to you.  

Fox Hunt
Aurora (KN4VXB) is setting up a fox hunt so you can 
try your skill at radio direction finding.  At at recent  
event also organized by Aurora, a  number of hams 
recently built an RF sniffer from a kit that will be 
ideal for direction finding.  Some of you may already 
have a small, hand-held Yagi which will work as well. 
This will be a lot of fun.

POTA – Radio Demo
A few people plan to set up POTA-style  transceivers 
to be able to demonstrate HF operation.  It’s not clear
that we are allowed to put anything into the trees, so 
Buddy-pole type antennas or modest guyed verticals 
are best.  Please coordinate with Bob (W4FK) 
because we have permission from the park for only a 
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limited number of stations (and, of course, stations 
might interfere with each other if there were no 
coordination).

If you haven’t signed up yet and would like to attend, 
then please let Bob know how many in your party 
and what you would like to bring via email at 
Bonsairad@gmail.com, please don’t respond on the 
groups.io group.  You can sign up at Tuesday’s 
meeting!
73, Bob, W4FK & Dee, KU4GC

RARSfest is Coming - Why Go?
You can order everything online today. But, for a 
small item, the postage may cost more than the item 
and for really heavy things like cables, shipping costs 
can also add up. So if you’re starting out and thinking 
of building your home station (or “shack”), there are  
some things you might need or at least be nice to 
have available.

Hams used to build their own transmitter and 
receiver. Nowadays, the sum of the cost of the parts 
would probably be bigger than the cost of a 
commercial rig. (There are fun kits available for 
smaller projects.) Most hams, however, still have to 
deal with antennas. If you buy a ready-made antenna,
you need to deal with the feed line and grounding. 
Many people also put up relatively low cost wire 
antennas which require additional hardware.  Here’s 
where hamfests shine.

The things to get at RARSfest include connectors and
coax cable. If you’re making wire antennas, you might
also want to buy guy ropes. UV radiation from the 
sun is your enemy and most nylon and polypropylene
ropes don’t last long out there. What you want to buy 
is black rayon covered rope. This seems to have a 
very tough (kevlar?) interior and even fairly thin stuff
will handle hundreds of pounds. So you don’t need 
anything as heavy (and expensive) as the 1/4” stuff. 
1/8” or so should do for many applications and is 
strong enough to hold you up (well, some of you). 
And remember, you need enough to go at least up 
and down to the height you want the antenna at; best 
stock up.

For connectors, be sure you don’t get the cheapest
chrome plated stuff. What you want is silver plated 
UHF connectors with teflon insulation. You might
also consider getting a few adapters from UHF-BNC
and vice versa. The equipment you want to connect
to has the habit of having the “wrong” type of 
connector.

For coax your intended use is critical. For HF use,

RG8x is fine unless your antenna is very far away. 
You can look up the losses per 100’ at 28 MHz (10
meter band) and that should be as close to 1 dB as
possible (or lower). Remember a 3dB loss represents 
half of your power. For VHF or especially UHF you 
need coax with much better loss figures and you need
to buy LMR-400 equivalent or 9913 .

There are many other parts and supply items to
consider. Shrink wrap tubing can be handy. Solder
and other such supplies will be available. However, 
Lowes or Home Depot can be a good source for 
anything that an electrician might use. That
includes ground rods, spools of wire for antennas,
cable ties and other hardware. I use PVC T’s and
some tubing for making the T and end insulators for
dipoles.

The other thing you can buy at RARSfest is used
equipment. There will be huge amounts to choose
from. This is a tricky field where it really helps to 
have an experienced “guide”. Most of the equipment 
is sold as-is. Some of it comes from estates and the
seller may not even know if the equipment works or
not and certainly would not know if the equipment
has developed some quirks for certain situations. A
lot of the equipment of intermediate age may be
impossible to get repaired. It is almost essential to
know the seller and get his/her assurance that you
can get your money back if it doesn't work as
advertised. On the other hand, there is a lot of great
stuff out there at very good prices, but it’s often a
gamble. Things like simple antenna tuners and
power supplies can be repaired and/or checked out
fairly easily.

So, do check what is being offered at various tables
staffed by DFMA and OCRA members (they’re often
bunched together.)

73, Dee, KU4GC

PS: RARSfest is Saturday, April 6 from 8am to 3pm. 
https://w ww.rarsfest.org/

Free Online Classes
Ron, KO4RON, reports: I’ve taken this and found it 
useful. It’s constantly updated and has experts in 
each area presenting.  He forwarded the following 
info:

For your information, and please publicize:

A free, weekly, 3-hour Amateur Radio Operating 
Class on Zoom will begin on Thursday April 4 and run
through June 20 at 6:30 PM Eastern time.  The 
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presenters will be various experienced folks in the 
various subjects.
 
A detailed syllabus will be published before the 
classes begin.  Attend them all, or any that you like, 
but you must register for the classes.  To receive 
registration information, contact Rol Anders, K3RA, 
at roland.anders@comcast.net. 
 

Subjects will include:
All About Operating--A general Introduction
Amateur Radio Organizations—

Local to International
Ham Radio Awards 
DXing-History and Tips from the Experts
QSLing-How to get that needed card for DXCC or WAS
VHF/UHF Weak Signal Work and “Roving”
Image Operating—Slow Scan and Fast Scan TV
Remote Station control over internet
Learning CW in the no-code era
Digital Modes—From RTTY to FT8 and beyond
Contesting—How to get started, tips for the 

beginner and intermediated contester 
Logging Software—What’s available, how to use
Propagation—A general intro to HF Propagation
Amateur Satellites—How to get started 
Portable (backpacking) operation—

Tips from an expert
Setting Up a Modern (or not so modern) HF Station
Lightning Protection and Grounding
Traffic Handling
Public Service, Emergency Communications       
 
Thanks, Rol, K3RA

Minutes
Pending

Buy – Sell – Trade
BRAND NEW LISTING
AnyTone AT-D878UV. It is fully programmed for 
this area. Works great and looks like new in box with 
accessories that come with it. I can reprogram it for 
whoever gets it changing  their call and DMR id 
number if needed. I use it with a  hotspot which could
be changed with software on the their web site. Full 
info is available on web site 
WWW.bridgecomsystems.com 
Price $175.00.
Sidney, W4QWM, 
edwards.sidney@gmail.com
[Note: Sidney is one of the founding members of the 
DFMA.]

The following equipment was donated to OCRA and 
Wilson, W4BOH is overseeing its disposition.  
Heathkit SB-300-Simple but very effective ham band
receiver.  Amazing condition, $150.
Kenwood TS-850-Solid state transceiver, the K3 of 
the 90s.  Recently tested, GREAT receiver, HI-FI 
analog audio and excellent filters, with speaker and 
PS, $700. - SOLD
Hallicrafters SX-99-Vintage Receiver, works but 
needs love.  Easy to work on.  $50. - SOLD

Please contact Wilson, W4BOH by email:
infomet@embarqmail.com
if interested or to get more info.

(Note.  It is hard to keep up with Wilson’s inventory 
and he has received even more equipment recently.
If you are interested in used equipment, it could be 
worth your while contacting him.   - Dee, KU4GC, 
editor)

DOWN-SIZING SALE of RADIO & TEST EQUIPMENT
A DFMA member is down-sizing to a location that 
does not allow antennas for a ham station.  The 
following items  are for sale at very reasonable 
prices.   

Drake TR4-C  HF Transceiver
Drake T4XC Transmitter
Drake R4C Receiver
Drake MS-4 Speakers w/ AC-4 Power Supplies
Corsair CX750M Power Supply Upgrade for Drake AC4
Drake TV-3300-LP Model 1608 Low Pass Filter
Bird 612 Termaline Wattmeter
Bird 6156 Termaline Wattmeter
Almost All Digital Electronics DFD4 Frequency Counter
Almost All Digital Electronics Precision Freq. Reference
Heathkit Sine-Square Audio Generator IG-18
Heathkit Antenna Noise Bridge  HD-1422
Micronta Clamp-On AC V-A Meter
Hamtronics 2M Receiver Preamp
Icom IC-V82 2M HT
Icom IC-U82 440 MHz HT
Email nc4cd@earthlink.net if you are interested in 
buying any of these items before they go on ebay.

Do you have something that you need or 
something you want to get rid of? There’s this spot 
in The Link set aside just for you. Just email the 
appropriate info to ku4gc@amsat.org and it will be 
included with the next issue. Make sure to include
 contact info and feel free to include a picture (that 
is yours – please no copyrighted stuff from the 
web).
73, Dee, KU4GC
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Web Site: dfma.org
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73 – Dee, KU4GC, Editor
Lenore, KF4PAB, Proofreader

Send copy to ku4gc@amsat.org
Deadline: one week before the Club Meeting

(Images and copy: KU4GC or as credited)
© Copyright 2023 Durham FM Association, Inc.

-------------------------------------------------------

The DFMA Mailing Address
 The DFMA has a new mailing address. This is a 
mail service which costs less than a post office 

box and provides some extra services.
Please address any mail you have for the club to:

Durham FM Association
9169 W State St #644
Garden City ID 83714

Upcoming Events (dfma.org for details)
4/02 DFMA Meeting, Bullock's BBQ, 6pm 
4/06 RARSfest, NC Fairgrounds, 8am-3pm
4/08 OCRA Meeting, Efland Baha’i Center, 7:30pm
4/13 DFMA Picnic, Eno River Sate Park, 10am - 
4/16 DFMA Board Meeting, virtual, 7pm
5/07 DFMA Meeting, Bullock's BBQ, 6pm

Eno River State Park Picnic Shelter
Courtesy of W4FK

Eno River State Park Field Near Shelter
Courtesy of W4FK

ku4gc@amsat.org
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