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Happy New Year!
Next Meeting:
Tuesday, January 2, 6pm.
At Bullock’s BBQ

Program:  ATSC 3.0 aka     
NextGen TV

By:  Mark Eagle
Mark will be talking about the
new ATSC 3.0 system that is
coming to improve our television
experience as well as other things related to the 
internet and other systems that we use.  He recently 
retired from Spectrum (formerly Time Warner) after 
a long career with the company.

I hope you will join us on Tuesday.
73, Dee, KU4GC

President’s Corner
Happy New Year

2024 has arrived at our door
my wish to you is that

 you celebrate many more!

Looking into the future of the club there will be 
opportunities for members to take an active role in 
various activities. We are looking for people to share 
their expertise at the programs we have at our 
monthly meetings. I would love to organize a club 
picnic in the spring. I will need help with that to find 
a park suitable for us to show a presence to the 
public and hopefully generate more interest in the 
club.

Don’t forget about our local nets. The 6 meter net is 
on Wednesday night at 9pm on the 53.61 repeater 
and on Thursday night at 8pm the 2 meter net is on 
the 145.450 repeater. I would like for everyone to 
consider being a back up net control to start with and
taking a shift as net control. This is a great way to 
hone your radio skills and can be very useful in an 
emergency. 

There are other nets to listen to and participate in as 
well. In the mornings there is The Morning Brew on 
the 145.450 and the Tech net at 8pm on the 145.450 
on Tuesday night. It is also carried on the 224.260 

repeater as well as the Boredom Breaker 
net mid-days. I think it’s based out of 
Oklahoma and gets check ins from around 
the country and overseas.

It’s never too early to start thinking about 
Field Day. There will be lots of 
opportunities to help out from set up, tear 
down, food prep, and operating on the air. 
Dave Snyder always does an excellent job 
as Captain and will talk about it more later.

I’m sure there is more so let’s have great 
year and have fun!

Bob Cook 

President of DFMA

73

The Christmas
Party Past
New Years Eve is about here and soon the partying 
will be over.  We had a good DFMA Christmas Party 
this  year(maybe last year when you read this).  My 
outdoor lights get shut off after January 6th, and our 
indoor tree will be decommissioned eventually.  
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As is our tradition, we “passed the hat” for donations 
to the Urban Ministries of Durham and to the Food 
Bank of Central and Eastern North Carolina.   A nice  
$1,152 in cash and checks was collected in addition 
to the Club’s donation of $500 to each each charity.  
We also collected 20 gifts to pass on to the US Marine 
Corps's Toys for Tots Program. It's our way of

showing that we care about those less fortunate.  In 
past years, we went around to each ham and asked 
for her/his Ham New Year’s Resolution.  This year, 
instead, we just asked people to report on their ham 
accomplishments for the year now closing. That
turned out to give us a good sense of what our fellow 
hams are doing and was probably closer to reality 
than vague resolutions about the future.

2023 DFMA Directories were also distributed to 
those who hadn't gotten theirs yet. (More pix at the 
end.)

73, Dee, KU4GC

Dues are (likely) Due 
Some years ago, DFMA dues were all handled on a 
calendar year basis.  All dues were due on January 
first,  All payments were $12 (or multiples for more 
than one year).  Because of this, the majority of our 
members have their memberships expire at the end 
of December and renewals are due the following 
January.  So, for many of you, your renewal is due 
with the new year.  You can renew online  on our 
website, dfma.org.  Click on “Membership” on the left 
and than use PayPal (or other credit cards) to renew.
You can also renew at the meeting on Tuesday with 
cash or check.

More recently, we switched to monthly accounting.  
This allowed people with a handy $20 bill to renew 
for 20 months, no change needed.  Also, if you joined 
more recently, rather than pro-rating the first year to 

create a December expiration month, the 
membership just expires in one year (or more for 
larger payments).  If you are in this category, your 
membership can expire on any month.  You can go to 
our website, dfma.org and click on [Membership] on 
the left.  Scrolling  way down, you can find expiration 
dates listed by  callsign.   This  list is updated 
periodically.  We also mail you notices from time to 
time.

73, Dee, KU4GC

 
Durham FM Association (DFMA)
Board Meeting Minutes 4/18/2023 – Pending
Durham FM Association (DFMA)
Board Meeting Minutes 5/16/2023 – Pending
Durham FM Association (DFMA)
Club Meeting Minutes 6/6/2023 – Pending

Durham FM Association (DFMA)
Board Meeting Minutes 6/20/2023 – Pending
Durham FM Association (DFMA)
Club Meeting Minutes 7/18/2023 – Pending
Durham FM Association (DFMA)
Board Meeting Minutes 8/15/2023 – Pending
Durham FM Association (DFMA)
Board Meeting Minutes 9/19/2023 – Pending
Durham FM Association (DFMA)
Board Meeting Minutes 10/17/2023 – Pending

Minutes
Since there hasn’t been a Board meeting since 
November, there were no minutes apporved.

Buy – Sell – Trade
The following equipment was donated to OCRA and 
Wilson, W4BOH is overseeing its disposition.  
Heathkit SB-300-Simple but very effective ham band
receiver.  Amazing condition, $150.
Kenwood TS-850-Solid state transceiver, the K3 of 
the 90s.  Recently tested, GREAT receiver, HI-FI 
analog audio and excellent filters, with speaker and 
PS, $700. - SOLD
Hallicrafters SX-99-Vintage Receiver, works but 
needs love.  Easy to work on.  $50. - SOLD

Please contact Wilson, W4BOH by email:
infomet@embarqmail.com
if interested or to get more info.

(Note.  It is hard to keep up with Wilson’s inventory 
and he has received even more equipment recently.
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Toys for Tots - thanks to YOU
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If you are interested in used equipment, it could be 
worth your while contacting him.   - Dee, KU4GC, 
editor)

DOWN-SIZING SALE of RADIO & TEST EQUIPMENT
A DFMA member is down-sizing to a location that 
does not allow antennas for a ham station.  The 
following items  are for sale at very reasonable 
prices.   

Drake TR4-C  HF Transceiver
Drake T4XC Transmitter
Drake R4C Receiver
Drake MS-4 Speakers w/ AC-4 Power Supplies
Corsair CX750M Power Supply Upgrade for Drake AC4
Drake TV-3300-LP Model 1608 Low Pass Filter
Bird 612 Termaline Wattmeter
Bird 6156 Termaline Wattmeter
Almost All Digital Electronics DFD4 Frequency Counter
Almost All Digital Electronics Precision Freq. Reference
Heathkit Sine-Square Audio Generator IG-18
Heathkit Antenna Noise Bridge  HD-1422
Micronta Clamp-On AC V-A Meter
Hamtronics 2M Receiver Preamp
Icom IC-V82 2M HT
Icom IC-U82 440 MHz HT
Email nc4cd@earthlink.net if you are interested in 
buying any of these items before they go on ebay.

Do you have something that you need or 
something you want to get rid of? There’s this spot 
in The Link set aside just for you. Just email the 
appropriate info to ku4gc@amsat.org and it will be 
included with the next issue. Make sure to include
 contact info and feel free to include a picture (that 
is yours – please no copyrighted stuff from the 
web).
73, Dee, KU4GC

Web Site: dfma.org

A  few more Pix from the
Christmas Party
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73 - Dee, KU4GC, Editor
Lenore, KF4PAB, Proofreader

Send copy to ku4gc@amsat.org
Deadline: one week before the Club Meeting

(Images and copy: KU4GC or as credited)
© Copyright 2023 Durham FM Association, Inc.

-------------------------------------------------------

The DFMA Mailing Address
 The DFMA has a new mailing address. This is a 
mail service which costs less than a post office 

box and provides some extra services.
Please address any mail you have for the club to:

Durham FM Association
9169 W State St #644
Garden City ID 83714

Upcoming Events (dfma.org for details)
1/02 DFMA Meeting, Bullock's BBQ, 6pm 
1/08 OCRA Meeting, Efland Baha’i Center, 7:30pm
1/16 DFMA Board Meeting, virtual, 7pm
2/06 DFMA Meeting, Bullock's BBQ, 6pm

ku4gc@amsat.org
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DFMA Parties make people Happy
Karen (KD4YJZ) & Dave (W4SAR)

”Officer, it’s #3 – he’s the one who was trying to get in from the roof.”
Most of the DFMA Board: Patrick (KO4QLU), Pam (KO4YAR, Bob (W4FK),

Jack (KM4MBG), Paul (N2XZF), Chris (KY4OU)

Chuck (KW4KZ) & Mary 
Chaperone: Wally (WA4UJM)
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