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5 . December the tenth month. Decem is the
Next Meetlng. In this Issue Latin word for Ten, henceforth
Tuesday, D'ecember 5, 6pm. Next Meeting “December,“ That’s one way to avoid
At Bullock’s BBQ Christmas Dinner the winter months of January and
President's Corner February! Lol.
Program: Get your DFMA Directory ) _
Celebration of the Holidays MCU Work Party [ can’t believe the end of the year is so

near. We've had a pretty good year of

Christmas Dinner Info o .
. . club activities, fellowship, and programs.
The DFMA Christmas | ANew Tuesday Night Net | Not to mention the great Field Day we

Party DFMA Minutes share with OCRA!
Buy-Sell-Swap
o - _ Coming Events Let’s keep it going into next year. I hope
Continuing a tradition of having the to see you all at the Christmas/Holiday
DFMA pick up the tab for members at our December dinner party at Bullock’s BBQ this coming December
Holiday Dinner Meeting, we will meet at Bullock's 5th. Bring your
Barbecue Restaurant in Durham starting at 6:00pm. appetite and wear your

You wi.ll be able to order. from the menu. Members cheeriest garb!
can bring one guest -- bring your spouse or friend!

Bob Cook W4FK,

This is our Christmas Meeting -- In that spirit and .
President of DFMA. 73!

tradition you may (optionally):

+++ Bring a new Christmas gift to be distributed to
needy children through Toys
for Tots. If wrapped, mark
gender and age range on the
outside. If not wrapped, that's
fine too. If you have one -- a gift
bag would work too.

+++ The Club will make its annual donation, splitting
it between the Urban Ministries of Durham and the
Food Bank of Eastern and Central North Carolina. We
will be “passing the hat" for personal contributions.
Cash contributions will also be split between the two
organizations. In past years some people have
dropped a check in the hat. You can make it out to
any charity you like. We can forward it and the
canceled check can be handy at tax time.

But, if you are not in a position to donate anything
this year, please come anyway. Or if you are making a
special effort through your church or at the office,
don’t feel pressured to do more than you really Wi (2 =R
should. Your presence at this dinner is a gift to all of A Piece of Christmas
us.

73, Dee, KU4GC

Get your 2023 DFMA Directory

If you didn’t get your new DFMA Directory in October
or November and you are a current member, we will

Did you know that December used to be the 10th have copies at the Tuesday Meeting.
month? It was way before any of us were around. The 73, Dee, KU4GC
old Roman calendar started with March making

President’s Corner



The Link

MCU Work Party

A number of club members met on a chilly Saturday
to clean out the MCU. This cleaning job was not to
wax and polish things, but rather a careful effort to
remove all radio equipment and related batteries
(dead), wiring and antennas.

4 L/ / Iy i
Crew KR4UB, W4BOH, KO4YAR looking up and
N2XZF looking down

It was sometimes puzzling figuring out how to
uninstall something installed many years ago. And,
there were also questions of how much of the cabling
to save and where to cut. Then there were the
antennas on the roof. The most costly item was the
Tarheel antenna which could be raised or tilted down
to the roof for road clearance reasons. Otherwise it is
a “standard screwdriver antenna”. Such things take
time, but eventually everything potentially useful
was removed.

Dave, NA4VY and Bob, W4FK removing antennas
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The DFMA Board decided well over a year ago to
dispose of the MCU since it has many mechanical
problems and, other than serving as a Field Day
shelter for the CW operators, it has not been put to
real use in several years. Yet considerable annual
insurance, registration, and other costs did not go
away.

Paul (N2XZF) organized the work party which
included Wilson (W4BOH), Dan (KR4UB), Pam
(KO4YAR), Bob (W4FK), Dave (NA4VY), and Dee
(KU4GC). Some of the equipment belongs to
individuals and will be returned to them. Other items
will probably be sold to club members or at hamfests.
Look for notices in The Link and on the OCRA-DFMA
groups.io mail reflector for items available at a good
price.

73, Dee, KU4GC

Radios: All Gone!

Our Annual Christmas Dinner

- Details for Newcomers

This is to provide a little more detail for first time
attendees to our Christmas Party. It is a bit different
from our other meetings. The meeting is intended for
members (and a guest). Many members bring a
spouse or SO. The club treasury will pick up the tab
for the meals. There will not be a formal program or
presentation. However, there are some traditions we
will uphold; all are optional. We will pass the hat for
Christmas contributions to be split between the
Urban Ministries and the Food Bank of Central and
Eastern North Carolina. The Club will also make
contributions to these charities. (You can drop in a
check made out to any charity you like and we will
forward it. The check may be handy at tax time.)



The Link

We will also be collecting toys to be forwarded to
Toys for Tots which is run by the US Marine Corps
Reserves. Toys should be new and need not be
wrapped, but if wrapped please indicate outside what
the intended age range is.

Some differences in the extras are planned. In the
past we've featured “ham new years resolutions” to
be reviewed at the following year’s Christmas Dinner.
In recent years, only a few people made real
resolutions, taking some of the fun out of that. (I still
have one resolution that I haven’t completed yet.) So
the Board suggested that we go around to let each
person report on what they’ve accomplished in the
last year (ham - related, but feel free to branch out.)

So give this some thought. And, be sure you’ve paid
dues for this year.

73, Dee, KU4GC

A New Tuesday Night Net

The East Coast Reflector Tech is now carried on the
145.450 repeater. Below is more info on the net.

TUESDAY NIGHT TECH NET: The East Coast Reflector
Tech/Swap Net meets every Tuesday evening at 8PM
Eastern Time and typically runs for 2-3 hours.

ABOUT THE NET: The net provides a forum for
participants to discuss amateur radio topics, ask
amateur radio related questions, and to receive
advice, information, and guidance from the pool of
knowledge and experience of the net participants.
The net is open to all amateurs worldwide and we
encourage your participation. We hope you have a
little time on Tuesday evening to check in with us and
say hello.

ORDER OF THE NET: The following is the order of
segments of the Tech Net: preamble, facilitators’
announcements, silent key announcements, hams
new to the Tech Net, question and answer segment,
swap & shop listings and general check-ins. The
order of general check-ins is rotated every week.

WEEKLY TOPICS: Every week we choose a topic
question and ask it to each participant. If you have an
amateur radio related topic or survey question that
you'd like the net participants to discuss, we'd love to
get your suggestions and input. Please email your
topic suggestions to: WB2JPQ@AOL.com. If you
prefer that your name/call not be used when we pose
your topic to the net, please state so in your email
and we'd be glad to respect your anonymity.

QUESTIONS: If you have an amateur radio related
question or technical issue that you'd like to throw
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out to the general net for advice, answers, or
guidance, you can ask it during the Q&A portion of
the net, or you can email it to us in advance and we'll
ask the question to the net on your behalf. Someone
on the net probably has an answer for you. If you
would like to submit a question to the net, please
email it to: WB2]JPQ@AOL.com. Also, if you prefer
that your name/call not be used when we ask your
question on the air, please state so in your email.

SWAP AND SHOP: The purpose of the "Swap-Shop
Portion" of the ECR Tech Net is to list Amateur Radio
Related Items for sale/trade/want. The ECR assumes
no responsibility or liability for any transactions,
items sold or purchased. Everyone is welcome to
email items for sale/swap or want to Kevin at:
VE3BZ@rogers.com. For more details on the Swap
Shop, please visit the website page at
http://www.eastcoastreflector.com/swapnet.aspx

NEWSLETTER:

Read the latest edition of the East Coast Reflector
Newsletter at: http://news.eastcoastreflector.com/
Newsletters are published monthly.

Forwarded by Bob, W4FK

Durham FM Association (DFMA)
Board Meeting Minutes 4/18/2023 - Pending

Durham FM Association (DFMA)
Board Meeting Minutes 5/16/2023 - Pending
Durham FM Association (DFMA)

Club Meeting Minutes 6/6/2023 - Pending

Durham FM Association (DFMA)
Board Meeting Minutes 6/20/2023 - Pending
Durham FM Association (DFMA)
Club Meeting Minutes 7/18/2023 - Pending
Durham FM Association (DFMA)
Board Meeting Minutes 8/15/2023 - Pending
Durham FM Association (DFMA)
Board Meeting Minutes 9/19/2023 - Pending
Durham FM Association (DFMA)
Board Meeting Minutes 10/17/2023 - Pending

Durham FM Association (DFMA)
Club Meeting Minutes 11-07-2023
Secretary - Pam (KO4YAR)

President: Bob (W4FK)
Bob called the meeting to order at 7:00 pm

Attending

A total of 28 attendees, all but 1 of them hams.

Bob (KF4NTC), Chuck (KW4KZ), Mary, Pat (KO4QLU),
Bob (W4FK), Charlie (NC4CD), Dan (KR4UB), Brian


http://www.eastcoastreflector.com/swapnet.aspx
mailto:WB2JPQ@AOL.com
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(KO40QV), Mark (KJ4NPF), Chris (KY40U), Jack
(KM4MBG), Lenore (KF4PAB), Wilson (W4BOH), Pam
(KO4YAR), Keith (K4CXU), Wally (WA4UJM), Dee
(KU4GC), Henry (WB4ROI), Paul (N2XZF), Tim
(KC1TWR), Dave (W4SAR), Karen (KD4Y]Z), Sam
(KJ4VWG). Dee and Mary attended remotely.

OFFICER REPORTS

President: Bob (W4FK)

Due to the lengthy presentation scheduled for the
evening Bob asked each officer if they had anything
that needed to be discussed before the meeting was
called to order.

Vice President - Chris
Nothing to report.

Secretary - Pam
Nothing to report.

Treasurer - Jack
Nothing to report.

Repeater Manager - Charlie
All repeaters are working well.

Door Prizes were awarded to Mark, Ted and Wally.

Program

Many ham radio operators are also interested in
astronomy. John Green gave a presentation, Seeing
the Invisible Universe based on the Green Bank
Observatory located in Green Bank, WV. The
American Physical Society has designated the
National Science Foundation's Green Bank
Observatory (GBO) as a Historic Site, recognizing it as
the location of some of the most fundamental
discoveries in astrophysics and astronomy.

Bob adjourned the meeting at 8:00.

Buy - Sell - Trade

The following equipment was donated to OCRA and
Wilson, W4BOH is overseeing its disposition.
Heathkit SB-300-Simple but very effective ham band
receiver. Amazing condition, $150.

Kenwood TS-850-Solid state transceiver, the K3 of
the 90s. Recently tested, GREAT receiver, HI-FI
analog audio and excellent filters, with speaker and
PS, $700. -

Hallicrafters SX-99-Vintage Receiver, works but

needs love. Easy to work on. $50. -

Please contact Wilson, W4BOH by email:
infomet@embargmail.com
if interested or to get more info.

(Note. Itis hard to keep up with Wilson’s inventory
and he has received even more equipment recently.
If you are interested in used equipment, it could be
worth your while contacting him. - Dee, KU4GC,
editor)

DOWN-SIZING SALE of RADIO & TEST EQUIPMENT
A DFMA member is down-sizing to a location that
does not allow antennas for a ham station. The
following items are for sale at very reasonable
prices.

Drake TR4-C HF Transceiver

Drake T4XC Transmitter

Drake R4C Receiver

Drake MS-4 Speakers w/ AC-4 Power Supplies

Corsair CX750M Power Supply Upgrade for Drake AC4
Drake TV-3300-LP Model 1608 Low Pass Filter

Bird 612 Termaline Wattmeter

Bird 6156 Termaline Wattmeter

Almost All Digital Electronics DFD4 Frequency Counter
Almost All Digital Electronics Precision Freq. Reference
Heathkit Sine-Square Audio Generator IG-18

Heathkit Antenna Noise Bridge HD-1422

Micronta Clamp-On AC V-A Meter

Hamtronics 2M Receiver Preamp

Icom IC-V82 2M HT

Icom IC-U82 440 MHz HT

Email nc4cd@earthlink.net if you are interested in

buying any of these items before they go on ebay.

Do you have something that you need or
something you want to get rid of? There’s this spot
in The Link set aside just for you. Just email the
appropriate info to ku4gc@amsat.org and it will be
included with the next issue. Make sure to include
contact info and feel free to include a picture (that
is yours — please no copyrighted stuff from the
web).
73, Dee, KU4GC

Web Site: dfma.org

Upcoming Events (dfma.org for details)
12/05 DFMA Christmas Party, Bullock's BBQ, 6pm
12/11 OCRA Christmas Party, Union Grove

United Methodist Church, 6pm
12/19 DFMA Board Meeting, virtual, 7pm

Usually canceled in December

2024 Happy New Year
01/02 DFMA Meeting, Bullock's BBQ, 6pm
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73 - Dee, KU4GC, Editor
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Send copy to ku4gc@amsat.org
Deadline: one week before the Club Meeting
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New DFMA Mailing Address
The DFMA has a new mailing address. This is a
mail service which costs less than a post office
box and provides some extra services.
Please address any mail you have for the club to:
Durham FM Association
9169 W State St #644
Garden City ID 83714



ku4gc@amsat.org
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