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Next Meeting:

Tuesday, June 6, 6:00pm.
At Bullock’s BBQ

Program: Field Day 2023

By: Dave Snyder, W4SAR

Dave will present the plans for this
year’s Field Day. He will review
the past OCRA-DFMA collaboration
and note our national successes.
He will also cover the recent
changes and the options provided
by the rule changes triggered by
the COVID pandemic.
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gets more and more difficult unless you're
a night owl or like consuming lots of
caffeine. Help us out!

Food is also a huge part of Field Day and
it’s very difficult to get volunteers. Other
than the Friday potluck, we have two main
meals, on Saturday evening and breakfast
on Sunday morning. Unless we order pizza
and pick up biscuits, it’s a challenging task
to handle orders and serve dinner without
losing money, particularly with little time
to spare. Are you up to that challenge? If
so, contact Dave(W4SAR) ASAP.

All are encouraged to participate and Dave will

answer any questions you might have.

73, Dee, KU4GC

President’s Corner

This is your friendly presidential reminder that you,
too, can help out with not one, but TWO, ham radio
clubs! June is the month for the annual ham radio
Field Day and (as most of you know) the DFMA
participates in this event with OCRA (Orange County
Radio Amateurs). I'm sure you can find out more of
the logistical details elsewhere, but [ wanted to
highlight ways that you can help everyone enjoy this
event. This is the biggest ham radio event of the year,
every year, and we all put a lot of effort into making it
a smashing success by various standards.

Contact John Boone (KM4MDR) ( - km4mdr @
yahoo.com) if you want to help with the Friday night
potluck logistics. If you want to help out simply by
bringing some and eating some delicious food with
all of us, that would be great, too. Just contact John

and let him know as soon as you can.

Set-up on Friday and take-down on Sunday are
extremely important ways to help, which require
heavy-lifting abilities. Just show up before and after

to help with that.

Contact Dave Snyder (W4SAR)(- w4sar01 @
gmail.com) if you want to help out in any other way.
We need radio operators. We need people to operate
radios continuously from 2pm on Saturday to 2pm on
Sunday and the closer we can get to having five
stations operating for the full 24 hours the higher our
score will be. In the wee hours of the morning, that

Of course, you can also run for one of the officers
positions on the DFMA Board and then you will just
be oozing virtue from head to toe. I hope that I'll see
you at Field Day, regardless!

If you decide to operate for Field Day from home this
year instead, I also wish you the best! 73!

Lenore, KF4PAB
DFMA President

July Meeting - Third Tuesday
Ever since we’ve been meeting at Bullock’s BBQ we
have worked around their annual July break. They
are closed for the first two weeks in July. So, we've
been meeing on the third Tuesday for July only. This
year that is July 18", See you then.

The Ham Bio

It’s been quite some time since we've featured a “Ham
Bio” in The Link. Of course, it’s really a ham
autobiography, but that’s saying too much. Thanks to
Bob for helping to revive this feature. I'll be contacting
others - especially newer members - to see if you you
can’t contribute to this worthwhile addition to The
Link.

73, KU4GC, Dee, editor.



The Link
Bob Cook - WA4FK - Ham Bio

[ had always liked radios and “walkie talkies” since I
was a kid. My Dad got a CB in his truck during the CB
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Bob, WAFK, Image courtesy of W4FK

“craze” in the 70s. Sometimes [ would go out and
listen to it at night. We lived next to [-95 in south
Florida so there was usually some chatter. I got a CB
in my car in high school later on. Sometime in the 90s
[ got interested in scanners and had a “radio accident
“and discovered 2 meters! I had found a repeater
and they had nets! Well this was pretty cool and I
wanted in! So I was off to Radio Shack to get a book to
study for my tech license. I met a HAM who worked
there and we became friends and he helped me along.

[ became a Tech in November of 1996. Didn’t know
much about HF and I must not have been that
interested because it took three and a half years to
get my Tech Plus license. Then in less than three
month’s [ had my General and finally in June of 2002 I
earned my Amateur Extra Class license. Interest and
opportunity waned and I took a break for awhile and
around 2018 I started in again, a Hurricane off the
coast prompted me into action. We moved to North
Carolina in January of 2022 and I became a member
of DFMA and OCRA. My first radio club that I joined
and became VP was JTRG, Jupiter Tequesta Repeater
Group.

73, Bob, W4FK
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Dan, WD4AGQ, sk
Dan Sears, 8/31/1951-5/25/2023

Dan, KD4AGQ, has been a DFMA member for many
years. He did not attend many meetings but was
most visible to many of us as organizing ham radio
support for many public service events. In 2013 he
contributed an article for The Link describing his
custom built trailer which he took to locations where
ham radio support was needed. He named it
EMCOMM-1.

I've reprinted most of it below, partly because it
includes a very nice picture of Dan and xyl Marisa,
KJ4TAL. (You can find the complete article with
additional pictures at dfma.org — Newsletter — Feb,
2013). Asyou can read from his official obituary
(https://walkersfuneralservice.com /tribute/details/
3727 /Dan-Sears/obituary.html) there were many
other facets to his life mostly as a professional
photographer. He will be missed by all!

73, Dee, KU4GC

EMCOMM-1 by Dan, KD4AGQ

(This was first published in the March 2013 Link)
EMCOMMS-1 is a privately owned and financed
communications trailer designed to support public
service events and emergency communications.
Although not designed as a “command trailer”, the
unit will support two operators.

The trailer, custom built by Dan (KD4AGQ) and
Marisa (KJ4TAL) Sears of Chapel Hill, NC, is based on
a Pace American five by 10 foot Journey cargo trailer,
factory-fitted with 50-amp power service. The ceiling
treatment, overhead lighting, windows and
receptacles were factory installed to the owner’s
specification. The workbench is custom built and
folds down to allow greater cargo capacity if needed.

A Honda EU 200i generator supplies power to the
trailer and trickle charges a 40 Ah AGM battery for
use while setting up at an assignment and while
servicing the generator. A transfer switch allows
toggling between “shore” and battery power.

Standard radio equipment consists of an Icom 208H
VHF/UHF radio and an Icom 706 MK2G providing HF
capability. Additional handheld radios are used with
external antennas on an “as needed” basis.

Onboard antennas are a Comet CP3 Omni, a Cushcraft
VHF/UHF Yagi and a Little Tarheel screwdriver
antenna for HF, A Larson UHF/VHF through-glass
antenna provides the ability for quick
communications upon arrival at the assigned
location.


https://walkersfuneralservice.com/tribute/details/3727/Dan-Sears/obituary.html
https://walkersfuneralservice.com/tribute/details/3727/Dan-Sears/obituary.html
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Dan, KD4AGQ, and xyl Marisa, KJ4TAL, in EMCOMM-1
Image courtesy of KD4AGQ

EMCOMM-1 has been used extensively in over 40
events in the past three years, both as rest stop and
net control station, at events in Raleigh, Wilmington,
New Bern, Orange County, Harnett County, Sampson
County, Wake County, Durham County and Pamlico
County. The events have been supported by the
Raleigh Amateur Radio Society (RARS), and Carolina
Helping Hams.

In addition to public service, EMCOMM-1 is a handy
and convenient Field Day rig and is usually set-up at
the KOA Kampground in Bridgeton, NC.

Field Day is Almost Here

This year we are again doing "live" Field Day. But, like
last year, there are several important differences.
First, it will be a hybrid operation. This means that
we'll again be operating from the wonderful Lamb
properties, but will have a home component like last
year. People who have health and/or physical
concerns can, and are encouraged to, work from
their own homes. While we always want to do as
well as possible, another goal is to have fun and make
it interesting for new hams. We will pay less
attention to trying to be one of the highest scoring
operations in the nation. In that vein, we will be
operating at up to 100 Watts instead of our
traditional 5 Watt (QRP) limit. This should make it
easier for us to be heard (and thus less frustrating as
when remote stations couldn't hear our low power
signals). We will also be operating fewer stations
with the hope of staffing the ones we do run for a
better percentage of the 24 hour operating period.
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Many other things should work as
they have in past "live" years. The
actual operation (contest) will run
from 2pm, Saturday, June 24th thru
2pm, Sunday June 25th. Most setup
will be done during the day on
Friday, June 23rd (there will be some
time Saturday morning, but it's best
to plan to finish on Friday). Friday's
schedule will culminate in a Pot Luck
Dinner. This is a great social event
with spouses or SOs invited. Our
host, Wilson, W4BOH, will cook some
pork butts, but the rest is up to you.
John, KM4MDR, is coordinating the
Pot Luck to make sure that
everybody doesn't bring the same
thing and will coordinate that
sufficient chairs, tables, etc. are
available. This dinner will be in the
great HAM tradition of "Have
Another Meal".

KEY FIELD DAY TIMES

Friday, 6/23
Setup: 8am-8pm
Saturday, 6/24
Final Setup: 8am-2pm
Operation: 2pm-Midnight
Sunday, 6/25
Operation: Midnight-2pm
Break Down: 2pm -

MEALS (times approximate)
Friday, 6/23

Lunch: 11am

Potluck Dinner: 6pm
Saturday, 6/24

Dinner: ? (TBD)
Sunday, 6/25

Breakfast: 9am

Durham FM Association (DFMA)
Board Meeting Minutes 2/21/2023 - Pending

Durham FM Association (DFMA)
Club Meeting Minutes 3/7/2023 - Minutes
recorded by Pam, KO4YAR

President: Lenore ( KF4PAB) called the meeting to
order at 7:15 pm.

Attending
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Lenore (KF4PAB), Dee (KU4GC), Charlie (NC4CD),
Paul (N2XZF), Bob (KD8FQM), Mark (KJ4NPF), Pat
(K04QLU), Wally (WA4UJM), Jack (KM4MBG), Pam
(KO4YAR), Chuck (KW4KZ), Keith (KQ4CXU), Chris
(KE7GZ), Bob (KF4NTC), Renu Annechiarico, Dave
(NA4VY), Dave (W4SAR), Karen (KD4Y]Z), John Book,
Michael (AA4YH), Niko (N4IKO), Henry (WB4ROI),
Jim (WB4YYY), Sue (KA4AVM), Sam (KJ4VWG).
Attending via Video Link, Will (KQ4CBN)

A total of 25 attendees, all but 2 of them hams.

OFFICER REPORTS
Vice President - Bob, W4FK
Bob was not in attendance.

Secretary - Pam
Nothing to report.

Treasurer - Jack
We have a two year 4.3% APR Money Market
Account at Latino Credit Union.

Repeater Manager - Charlie
All equipment is working fine.

Hamfest Chair - Dee

Hamfest for 2023 will not be held. We need a new
Hamfest Chair. A new person is needed to work with
Dee if we want to hold future Hamfests.

RARS Fest will be held April 8, 2023
Door Prizes were awarded to four members.

Presentation - Sam Tannous gave a presentation on
APRS.

Lenore adjourned the meeting at 8:42.

Durham FM Association (DFMA)
Board Meeting Minutes 3/21/2023 - Pending

Durham FM Association (DFMA)
Board Meeting Minutes 4/18/2023 - Pending

Durham FM Association (DFMA)
Club Meeting Minutes 5/2/2023 - Pending

Buy - Sell - Trade

The following equipment was donated to OCRA and
Wilson, W4BOH is overseeing its disposition.
Heathkit SB-300-Simple but very effective ham band
receiver. Amazing condition, $150.

Kenwood TS-850-Solid state transceiver, the K3 of
the 90s. Recently tested, GREAT receiver, HI-FI

analog audio and excellent filters, with speaker and
PS, $700.

Hallicrafters SX-99-Vintage Receiver, works but
needs love. Easy to work on. $50.

Please contact Wilson, W4BOH by email:
infomet@embarqmail.com
if interested or to get more info.

DOWN-SIZING SALE of RADIO & TEST EQUIPMENT
A DFMA member is down-sizing to a location that
does not allow antennas for a ham station. The items
below are for sale at very reasonable prices.

Email nc4cd@earthlink.net if you are interested in
buying any of these items before they go on ebay.

Sale Items

Collins KWM-2 HF Transceiver

Drake TR4-C HF Transceiver

Drake T4XC Transmitter

Drake R4C Receiver

Drake MS-4 Speakers w/ AC-4 Power Supplies - 3 each
Corsair CX750M Power Supply Upgrade for Drake AC4
Ameritron AL-811 Amplifier

LDG AT-1000 Pro II Auto-tuner

MFJ-998 Intellituner

Drake TV-3300-LP Model 1608 Low Pass Filter

Eagle One HF Vertical Antenna

Bird 612 Termaline Wattmeter 80 Watt 30-500 MHz.
Bird 6156 Termaline Wattmeter 150 Watt 25-512 MHz.
Telewave 44AP Thruline Wattmeter w/Case
Telewave 44L1P Thruline Wattmeter w/Case
Tektronix TBS 1052B Digital Oscilloscope

Tektronix 2430 Digial Oscilloscope

Almost All Digital Electronics DFD4 Frequency Counter
Almost All Digital Electronics Precision Freq. Reference
Heathkit Sine-Square Audio Generator 1G-18

Heathkit Sine-Square Audio Generator [G-5218
Heathkit Sine-Square Audio Generator 1G-5218
Heathkit FET/Transistor Testert IT-121

Heathkit Transistor Tester IT-18

Heathkit Voltmeter IM-17

Heathkit Antenna Noise Bridge HD-1422

B&K Model 707 Tube Tester

YouKits FG-01 Antenna Analyzer 1-60 MHz.

ECG AM-30 Analog Multi-meter

Extech Digital Multi-meter

Micronta Clamp-On AC V-A Meter

Comtek COM-L1-11140 Line Isolator

Hamtronics 2M Receiver Preamp

Icom IC-V82 2M HT

Icom IC-U82 440 MHz HT

Ten-Tec 2591 2M HT

Email nc4cd@earthlink.net
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Do you have something that you need or
something you want to get rid of? There’s this spot
in The Link set aside just for you. Just email the
appropriate info to ku4gc@amsat.org and it will be
included with the next issue. Make sure to include
contact info and feel free to include a picture (that
is yours — please no copyrighted stuff from the
web).
73, Dee, KU4GC

Web Site: dfma.org

73 - Dee, KU4GC, Editor
Lenore, KF4PAB, Proofreader

Send copy to ku4gc@amsat.org
Deadline: one week before the Club Meeting
(Images and copy: KU4GC or as credited)
© Copyright 2023 Durham FM Association, Inc.
New DFMA Mailing Address
The DFMA has a new mailing address. Please
address any mail you have for the club to:
Durham FM Association
9169 W State St #644
Garden City ID 83714
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Upcoming Events (dfma.org for details)
6/06 DFMA Meeting, Bullock's BBQ, 6pm

6/10 VE Testing, Efland Baha'i Center, 10am

6/12 OCRA Meeting, Efland Baha'’i Center, 7:30pm
6/20 DFMA Board Meeting, virtual, 7pm

Field Day Events: W4BOH qth,

3117 Moorefields Rd., Hillsborough
6/23 Field Day Setup,, Morning&Afternoon
6/23 Field Day Potluck Dinner, ca 6pm
6/24 Field Day Start Operating, 2pm
6/24 Field Day Dinner ? TBA
6/25 Field Day Breakfast, ~9am
6/25 Field Day End Operating, 2pm
6/25 Field Day Cleanup, 2pm -

7/18 DFMA Meeting, Bullock’s BBQ, 6pm
(note later date due to Bullock’s 2 wk vacation)



ku4gc@amsat.org

