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Next Meeting:
Tuesday, March 1, 7:00pm.
On the 145.450  repeater.
Program: No formal program has
been scheduled as of this time. 

As you've likely noticed, we're still being
careful and  will not be at Bullock's but 
are meeting on the repeaters again.   The
hope is that the March meeting will the
charm and we’ll be back at Bullock’s. 

The plan for Tuesday’s meeting is to
have regular officer reports and announcements 
followed by a rag chew session.

I hope you will be able to join us!

President’s Corner 
A couple of months ago, one of the DFMA’s members 
told me that he wasn’t sure that he was interested in 
being Vice President of the club, because he wasn’t 
sure what it involved, because he wasn’t sure what 
the VP did or how the Board worked. Well, 
thankfully, we don’t have to worry about that 
position anymore, at least not until August (Yay, 
Kadar!), but it drove home to me that I need to 
emphasize how someone would find out the answers 
to such questions.

The best way to find out how the Board works and 
what the roles of the officers are is to participate in 
the monthly Board meetings. That way you can learn 
and participate in our discussions without any 
obligation, whatsoever. They are completely open 
and all you have to do is click on the URL at the right 
time (7pm on the 3rd Tuesday of each month). You 
don’t have to even drive anywhere and sit all 
together in an office, like we did back in the day. The 
members of the Board have good senses of humor, so 
it’s even pretty entertaining.

As a general rule, I recommend getting involved in 
this way for all of the organizations of which you’re a 
member. Many years ago, my then boyfriend (now 
husband, Jack, KM4MBG) and I decided to go to the 
Durham Co-op Market’s board meetings to learn 
more about how grocery operations worked. It was a 
pretty cheap date and one night they even 
spontaneously broke into reciting the Monty Python 
“cheese shop” skit. After about 6 months, as elections 
were approaching, one of the officers asked if one of 

us would like to run for the Board. I am 
now serving my 6th year, and my second
year as Board President. The point is, 
when I was elected to the office, I 
already knew all the people and how the
board functioned. I was ready to hit the 
ground…rolling. :)

Maybe you’ll decide not to participate in 
the DFMA in any official capacity and 
that’s okay, too. You can always put your
mic on mute and make fun of us to your 
spouse or your pets. Hopefully you will 

learn something, even if it’s in which activities  you 
don’t want to participate. We’re looking forward to 
learning from you.

73, Lenore, KF4PAB
DFMA President

Nick Szydlek, KA1HPM, sk
September 16, 1944 - February 5, 2022

Nicholas Paul Szydlek was born in Detroit, Michigan 
on September 16, 1944. He enlisted and served in the
United States Navy as a radar technician/electrician’s
mechanic from 1963 – 1967. He was stationed in the 
Mediterranean on the USS Mole and the USS Basilone.
He also served in the United States Naval Reserve and
the United States Coast Guard Reserve. He was 
decorated with the National Service Defense Medal.

Nick married his wife, Rosemary, in 1969 and their 
son, Nick, Jr. was born in 1970. After the Navy, Nick 
worked as an electrician’s mechanic and engineer, 
living in Massachusetts and New Hampshire. In the 
late 1990’s Nick and Rosemary moved to his 
hometown area in Michigan where he continued 
working as an engineer. He retired in 2012, joining 
his son and daughter-in-law in Pittsboro, North 
Carolina. He established his own small 
machining/prototyping business, Foxtek, Inc. where 
he was his own boss and worked at his own pace.

Nick was especially passionate about ham radio with 
an amateur extra ticket and was a Founding member 
of Chatham AUXCOMM; a proud member of Orange 
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County Radio Amateurs (OCRA); and Durham FM 
Association (DFMA). He loved to share his knowledge
and get others excited about ham radio.

As a member of St. Thomas More Catholic Church he 
attended mass every Sunday. He volunteered on 
many occasions and served on committees including 
the Church Council and was head of the Friends in 
Faith Senior Group. Nick is survived by his loving 
wife of more than 52 years, Rosemary; his son, 
Nicholas (KN4QBY), Jr. (Melissa); brother, Eddie 
(Cynthia) Szydlek; sisters, Carol (Fred) Zirotti and 
Cherilyn (Don) Smith; and many nieces, nephews, 
cousins, friends and peers. He was
preceded in death by his parents
Barbara J. Eshelman Szydlek-Lawless;
Edwin Joseph Rivers and stepmother
Frances Rivers; and brothers
Lawrence S. Szydlek and Phillip P.
Szydlek. In lieu of flowers please
donate to your favorite cancer
organization or St. Jude’s in Nick’s
name.(St. Jude Children's Research
Hospital 501 St. Jude Place, Memphis
TN 38105 Tel: 1-800-805-5856 Web: 
http://www.stjude.org/)

This writeup heavily based on the
obituary published by the Donaldson
Funeral Home & Crematory. For the complete, 
excellent obituary see 
https://www.donaldsonfunerals.com/obituary/Nichol
as-Szydlek 

73, Dee, KU4GC

Antennas for Everyone 
(Below is a copy of Max’s article on “Where to Get 
Material”.  Obviously some of the material and 
references are now out of date.  Many of the local 
sources are gone but the internet has opned up new 
sources.  However, many of Max’s  ideas are as valid as 
ever. More reprints of Max’s articles are planned for 
future editions of the Link.  - Dee, KU4GC, editor)

Where to Get Material
- Max, KO4TV (From the June 1997 DFMA Link)
Building antennas can be the most rewarding aspect 
of Hamming, but frequently I hear the lament, 
“Where can I get the material to build an antenna? 
Most of the suppliers are out-of-town, expensive, 
shipping charges are outrageous, and many special 
pieces of hardware just aren't available.”

Well, my friends, if you go strictly by the plans in the 
ARRL handbooks, you are playing right into the 
hands of the advertisers. Nobody ever said that you 
must use 6061-T6 tempered aluminum, copperweld 
wire, factory-made mounting brackets, gamma 
matches, baluns and other such niceties. Antenna 
materials are right in your back yard, with just a little
looking and imagination. For example, PVC or CPVC 
plastic pipe, available at your local building supply 
store at a very reasonable price, make fine insulators,
coil forms, spreaders, booms and mounting frames 
for many types of antennas.

Insulated house wire, 
type TW or THHN, 
makes excellent antenna 
wire, for dipoles, slopers,
inverted Vs, G5RVs and 
even Log Periodic 
beams. You don't even 
have to remove the 
insulation; it protects the
wire from oxidation, 
reduces skin-effect loss 
and slightly reduces the 
length of wire required 
for resonance at a given 
frequency. Trap coils can
be wound on PVC pipe 

forms, using commonly available coax cable for both 
the inductive and capacitive elements. Contrary to 
popular belief, low and medium power baluns can be 
airwound on PVC forms with ordinary coil wire, and 
will give excellent performance.
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Nick, KA1HPM at OCRA/DFMA Field Day 2018

Welcome to our New
Members

? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ?

Whom did you invite?
 

DFMA Bob Count
 = 5 =
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A trip to a local metal recycling yard produced an 
abundance of surplus TV mast, aluminum tent poles, 
rolls of surplus coax cable at dirt cheap prices (sold 
by the pound, not the foot). One trip even turned up 
the makings of an automatic antenna tuner, variable 
capacitors, drive motors, control board, etc.) which in
its former life was a control unit for an industrial 
plasma heating unit, whatever that is.

There is even a electronic surplus dealer in this area, 
Joe Tabor, also known as “Trader Joe” between Wake 
Forest and Youngsville (Phone 919-556-4299), who 
carries a multitude of specialized parts and 
hardware. There is another parts dealer in 
Knightdale, but I've never been able to get through 
his voice mail phone system, so I will prudently omit 
him until he starts answering his own phone!

An excellent antenna wire is #17 tempered 
aluminum electric fence wire, available at farm 
supply stores for about $11 per quarter mile! There is
also a limited amount of connectors, cable, insulators 
and miscellaneous hardware available at Capitol 
Electronics in Raleigh, Electronics Unlimited in 
Raleigh and Durham, and of course the ubiquitous 
Radio Shack Store, although its connectors seem to be
the cheaper TV or CB types).

If you really want some heavy duty commercial 
material, towers, etc., Harwood West Antenna Co., 
just East of Greensboro on Old US-70 is the place to 
go. Guy wire, dead-ends, screw-in anchors, step bolts 
and other electrical hardware can usually be found at
many electrical supply dealers in the Triangle area.

One of my favorite Sources for such esoteric items as 
fiberglass poles and masts is the local power 
company’s surplus disposal facility. I have purchased 
12’ to 20' fiberglass poles from CP&L for $2 to $5 
each. They make excellent spreaders for Quads and 
Log Periodic antennas. A comparable fiberglass 
vaulting pole from your local sporting goods store 
costs about $350 plus shipping, so that’s quite a 
savings!

When it’s time to assemble all the parts, its hard to 
beat muffler clamps from your local automotive 
supply store. They are generally heavier duty than 
the usual hardware store U-bolts, at about half the 
price, and come with a form-fitting notched saddle to 
grip the pipe snugly.

A trip to your local metal working machine shop will 
produce scraps of aluminum or steel for antenna 
brackets, usually at little or no cost. Likewise, a trip to
a local plastic and fiberglass distributor turned up a 

wealth of Lexan and Plexiglas scraps in the dumpster 
at no cost! Even if you have to pay, most dealers sell 
scraps for $0.50 a square foot or less, often MUCH 
less.

When it comes to feedlines, nobody ever said you had
to use coax or commercial ladder-line. You can make 
your own open feedline from #14 or smaller house 
wire, or coil wire available from motor rewinding 
shops or by dismantling old electric motors, using 
Plexiglas scraps or short sections of small CPVC pipe 
for insulators. This also allows you to make special 
impedances to fit your needs.

Remember, in "The Good Old Days," Hams made most
of their equipment. Let’s bring back that old spirit to 
Ham Radio!

73, Max KO4TV

Club Meeting Minutes
Durham FM Association (DFMA)
DFMA 12/7/21 (Not yet complete – will appear in 
future Link)

Durham FM Association (DFMA)
DFMA Board Meeting – 18 Jan 2022

The Meeting was called to order by Lenore Hill.
Those attending:
Charlie, NC4AD
Jack, KM4MBG
Dee, KU4GC
Bob, KO4SZE
Lenore, KF4PAB
boB, K4VO
Paul, N2XZF
Karen, KD4YJZ
Dave, W4SAR
Kadar, KS4DOW
Chuck, KW4KZ

Introduction and election by unanimous vote of 
Kadar (pronounced “Cotter”), KS4DOW as the new 
Vice-President of DFMA.

TREASURER’S Report, Jack, KM4MBG
There was an informative discussion concerning the 
rollover of our current Certificate of Deposit (CD) and
the ratio of funds within the CD versus the checking/
savings account. A motion was made (boB, K4VO), 
seconded (Jack, KM4MGB) and passed to authorize 
the Treasurer to transfer current CD funds and others
as deemed appropriate to the Latino Federal Credit 
Union within the next thirty-days. Future disposition 
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of funds within savings/CD/checking accounts will be
decided at a later date.

SECRETARY’S Report, Bob, KO4SZE
A motion to approve all recently  submitted minutes 
from all meetings (General, Board, Special) was made
(Dee, KU4GC), seconded (Karen, KD4YJZ), and 
unanimously passed. No further reports.

REPEATER MANAGER’S Report, Charlie, NC4CD
As there were some video/audio technical 
difficulties, this report has been attached to the 
minutes.

VICE-PRESIDENT’S Report, Kadar, KS4DOW
Ideas: (1) Opensource software workshop using 
Linux and O/S Software? I will be happy to host if 
there is interest. Chuck, KW4KZ. Perhaps host at a 
church or the Seymour Center rather than a civic club
venue? Use Google Classroom for remote learning? 
(2) Are we already setup as a VEC? That is actually 
handled by OCRA. 

A motion was made (Chuck, KW4KZ), seconded (Bob,
KO4SZE), and passed to make the February General 
Membership Meeting virtual only.

boB, K4VO will confirm speaker for the March 
General Membership Meeting.

The meeting was adjourned.

Respectfully submitted,
Bob, KO4SZE

Attachment as referenced:

“Talk to the World on 224.26”
by Charlie, NC4CD
This was published as a separate article in the last 
(February) Link.

Durham FM Association (DFMA)
Minutes of DFMA General Membership Meetiing
01 FEB 2022

The Meeting on the 145.450 repeater was called to 
order by President Lenore Hill, KF4PAB.
    Participants:
    KU4GC, Dee (Hamfest chair)
    KO4SZE, Bob (Secretary)
    KM4MBG, Jack (Treasurer)
    W4OFZ, Banks
    KR4UB, Dan
    N2XZF,  Paul (At Large)
    KO4VXA, George

    NC4CD,  Charlie (Repeater Manager)
    KN4EOO,  Rick
    KW4KZ, Chuck (At Large)
    KD7AAG, Mark
    
Treasurer’s Report-Jack Hill, KM4MBG
As of January 31, 2022, the DFMA Checking account 
balance was reported. This was due to the liquidation
of our mature CD. Plans are currently underway to 
move our financial assets to a new institution as we 
are currently earning under market interest and 
customer service has degraded within the past year.

Secretary’s Report-Bob Shelton, KO4SZE
Minutes of all recent meetings were posted in the 
latest issue of The Link.

Repeater Manager’s Report-Charlie Durst, NC4CD
Repeater operation remains nominal with the 
exception of the 220 MHz power amplifier that has 
been sent to the factory for repair. The system is 
operational at 10 Watts rather than 100 watts until 
repaired.

There followed a Rag-Chewing session until the 
meeting was adjourned by President Lenore Hill, 
KF4PAB.

Respectfully submitted,
Bob Shelton, Secretary, KO4SZE

Buy – Sell – Trade
Rohn 25 tower sections
I'm posting this for a friend.
"For sale are sixteen 10 foot tower sections that
are used and recently removed professionally,
without damage, by crane . The Rohn 25 tower was
installed around 1988 but is in good shape with only
some surface rust on a few sections; most are clean
with no rust. One section is an antenna mount.
I can send pictures or arrange for an appointment
for inspection. Local delivery is possible for no extra
charge. Price is currently: make an offer. If needed, I
am willing to sell sections individually."
Please contact me by email: ku4gc@amsat.org
73, Dee, KU4GC

The DFMA has been given some equipment from an 
estate. We don't yet have all the details and prices 
have not been set. Included are: An Astron RS 35A 
power supply, a Kenwood G707A[SOLD], a 
Kenwood TS 570S,  and more.  If you are interested 
in any of these,  make an offer.  All proceeds go to the 
DFMA. Please contact Wilson, W4BOH by email: 
infomet@embarqmail.com 
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to make an offer or to get more information.
73, Dee, KU4GC

Wilson, W4BOH is also selling some equipment 
donated to OCRA.  This includes:
Kenwood TS-850 Transceiver
Kenwood PS-52 Power Supply 
LARSEN 2-70 dual band whip 
Please contact Wilson, W4BOH by email: 
infomet@embarqmail.com 
to get more information.
73, Dee, KU4GC

Do you have something that you need or 
something you want to get rid of? There’s this spot 
in The Link set aside just for you. Just email the 
appropriate info to ku4gc@amsat.org and it will be 
included with the next issue. Make sure to include 
contact info.

Web Site: dfma.org
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73 - Dee, KU4GC, Editor
Lenore, KF4PAB, Proofreader

Send copy to ku4gc@amsat.org
Deadline: one week before the Club Meeting

(Images and copy: KU4GC or as credited)
© Copyright 2022, Durham FM Association, Inc.

Upcoming Events (dfma.org for details)
3/01 DFMA Meeting, on the air 145.450 7pm 
3/14 OCRA Meeting on the air? 442.150 7pm 
3/15 DFMA Board Meeting, video 7pm
4/05 DFMA Meeting, Bullock's BBQ, 6pm 

ku4gc@amsat.org

