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Tuesday, July 19th, 6:00 P.M.
Bullock’s BBQ

3330 Quebec Dr.

Durham, NC 27705

Michael, KK4EIB will give a presentation
on the software and user interface
developed for the Android and iPhone
platforms used to control the HobbyPCB
RS-UV3 144/220/450 MHz Transceiver.
This is the same radio module Steve,
KZ1X gave a presentation on at the
DFMA July 2015 meeting.

IN THIS ISSUE

President’s Corner

Board of Directors Elections

Ham Bio — Paul Robertson, N2XZF
Upcoming Events

Preliminary Field Day Results
Buy+Sell+Trade

Field Day 2016 in Pictures

Board Meeting Minutes

Club Meeting Minutes

The Link

President’s Corner

Dee Ramm, KU4GC

Field Day 2016

Wow! The weather couldn’t have been better for this
time of year. And, as hoped, everyone pitched in to
make a super event. I don’t know how we did in the
“contest” side of this — I've heard that some bands
were better than last year, and some bands were essen-
tially dead. I guess we find out for sure in the December
issue of QST. But as a joint DFMA — OCRA event, it was
unbeatable.

Rather than going through a long list of people to thank,
and almost everyone who was there deserves to be on
that list, I'll make some observations comparing this
year to last year. So, no names of club members....

A huge amount of the effort goes into the raising (and
lowering) of the towers and antennas. Based on com-
ments from others and my own more limited observa-
tions, tower raising and lowering went better than ever.
There still seem to be scary moments, but we seem to
have acquired good group experience. I never experi-
enced any of those “oh boy — that was a close one” feel-
ings. Logistical things, from electrical services to ice and
hydration, seemed to benefit from experience as well.

Last year we missed out on some extra points. Even
with limited direct knowledge, I think we did better this
year. We actually had two elected officials there. Thanks
to Hillsborough Mayor Tom Stevens for visiting us. This
was his second visit; his previous one was at the site
that is now Blackwood Farm Park. The other visitor was
Maria Palmer, a Chapel Hill Town Council Member. She
seemed to be impressed with our event and was very
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interested in all aspects. I understand that we had
two representatives of served agencies as well.

It seems we also made a satellite contact this year
after several years of missing that one. Bravo! I
know that there were many youth operators and
am pretty sure we maxed out on that. We also got
an information table set up and staffed. I assume
that some of the other points we usually get were
taken care of again. Thanks to all.

Food seems to have gone extremely well. We
started out with a delicious lunch on Friday. In
addition to the sandwiches, we were provided
with two wonderful salads. Thank you to a mem-
ber’s sister for those salads! The potluck dinner
was amazing. And the organization for it and lo-
gistical support were superb. I think that the Sat-
urday dinner and Sunday breakfast went well
(my direct involvement keeps me from saying too
much more). The number of people eating at least
one of those two meals was 41 last year and 56.
this year. That marked increase helps explain why
we ran out of hamburgers (My apologies for
that!). One additional highlight of the Saturday
dinner was the amazing offering of cupcakes and
balloons to celebrate an event that took place 50
years ago. Thank you!

Last, but not least, thanks to Dee Anne Lamb, her
OM and offspring who were, again, such gra-
cious, helpful and hardworking hosts for provid-
ing access to such a wonderful site!

Last month’s President's Corner was about work-
ing together. As indicated by my comments, I

think we really succeeded again!

73, Dee
DFMA President
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ELECTIONS

DFMA Board Elections Coming in August

Our annual election of Officers and At-Large members
will be held at our August Bullock's dinner meeting.
The board has asked me to serve again this year as
the head of the nominating committee. | will present
the list of candidates at the August meeting. The fol-
lowing individuals have already expressed a desire to
serve on the DFMA board and are candidates for the
positions indicated.

Officer Candidates

President - Dee Ramm (KU4GC)

Vice President - Chuck Anoia (KW4KZ)
Treasurer - M.K. Ramm (W4MKR)

Secretary - Dan Eddleman (KR4UB)
Repeater Manager - Charlie Durst (NC4CD)

At-Large Member Candidates (in alphabetical order)
John Boone (KM4MDR)
Karen Snyder (KD4YJZ)

All the positions are currently unopposed; however,
nominations from the floor can be included as candi-
dates for any available position on the board. Mark
Sidell (KR3AM) and Michael North (KK4EIB) will be in
the second year of their two-year At-Large terms.
There are two additional At-Large positions to be
filled this year

If there are any other members that would like to run
for a position on the board, please contact me at
phone# 919-260-3999. As noted earlier, nominations
from the floor can be accepted, but | would prefer to
know in advance in case | need to prepare paper bal-
lots. Two DFMA members that are not candidates will
be selected at the meeting to count the ballots (if
necessary) and certify the election results.

— Skip, WB4P
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Ham Bio
By Paul Robertson, N2XZF

When I was very young, I was curious about lots
of stuff, electrical stuff in particular. This worried
my father, as he was a chemical engineer, and not
very fond of electricity. His worries increased
when I started to exper-
iment with “110 volt”
AC (it wasn't until later
years that it was called
117, and then 120 volts).
I loved to take things
apart, my father called
this “Take-apart-itis”. In
1954 my sister gave me
a book entitled “The

Boy Electrician”. That  Paul, N2XZF assisting Dan,

KR4UB with repeater repairs.

started a love of the [photo courtesy Dan, KR4UB]

electronics field.

In high school, I took metal shop. The teacher was
George W. Swanson, he wanted all his students to
have “shop skills”, whether they were going into
the trades, or college. The reason he gave the stu-
dents was “you can fix it yourself, and save mon-
ey.” Mr. Swanson also wanted us to “think on our
feet”, a good skill. In shop I learned about metal
working, especially “tin-knocking”. All those
skills have served me well.

Also while in high school, I worked for a neon
sign electrician part time. His name was Russell
Kuebel. After high school, I worked for Russ full
time for about three years. He taught me a lot
about commercial and residential wiring, weld-
ing, and a strong work ethic. “The Customer is
watching us work, and is paying $$$ an hour, so
don't sit comfortably next to your work,
kneel!” (His language was more colorful than that

though.)
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Then I was Drafted! I knew I didn't want to be in
the Army, so I enlisted in the Navy. The recruiter
promised me a spot in the “Electronic Field.” That
would have meant I would be sent to Electronic
Technician “A” school. That didn't work out due
to low scores in the testing given VERY early in
the morning, and as a result, I was sent to Electri-
cians Mate school instead. At the another testing
session that early morning, I failed the Morse
Code aptitude test, and didn't learn 5 words a
minute until many years later. (The Ham that
taught me was Tim Magee, WB2KAO.) After ten
weeks my grades were high enough that my re-
quest for a transfer to the Electronic Technician
“A” school was granted. That school was a 38
week school, and I was put into the Radar side of
the school. In the Navy ET's are divided into ETR
for Radar, and ETN for Communications. Funny
thing though, I never actually worked on radars,
at either of my duty stations, they needed radio
technicians! In addition to that I worked on Tele-
types, even though it was in the Radioman's job

description. (More colorful language!)

After I was mustered out of the Navy, I went to
work at Eastman Kodak, a major employer in
Rochester, NY at the time. During my time at Ko-
dak, I met and married Kathleen Caves. After
working at Kodak for about eight months, and
finding that the jobs I thought I was qualified for
would probably never materialize, I left Kodak.

I applied for a job at Western Union Telegraph Co.
and parleyed my Navy training into a two year
jump up the pay scale. There I worked on Tele-
types (there's that take-apart-itis thing again!),
facsimile machines, specialized voice equalized
circuits, and a lot of other cool-at-the-time stuff.
Western Union even had a leased-line that used
our Westar satellite to take a voice circuit from
Rochester via our own microwave to New York,
then on satellite to the west coast. Even with all
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that chasing all over, it was still less costly than
AT&T! The echo-canceller never worked right
though. After eighteen and a half years, the com-
pany was in it's death throes, and I was the sec-
ond to last Field Service Technician to be fur-
loughed — actually the second last employee in
Rochester!

One of my friends from the WU Buffalo gang, also
furloughed, tipped me off to a job at a start-up
long-distance venture company. While I was there
I worked on telephone circuits, the company's
PABX, 2, 6, and 18 Ghz microwaves (it was a
small company and the few techs covered every-
thing). I worked there until the stress took over,
and I left them. Meanwhile, another co worker
who had also left encouraged me to apply where
he worked.

Paul’'s bench at his former workplace.

It was a GE and Kenwood commercial Two-Way
radio shop. I applied, and was hired by Joe Nunn,

the owner, without much of an interview, or ques-
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tions for that matter. While I was there I worked
on many different types of radios, control stations,
base stations, repeaters, power supplies, and re-
motes (the office-end of a land-line to a base sta-
tion link). There I repaired radios “to the compo-
nent level”, something you don't see much any
more. I even learned to do a fair job on surface-
mount stuff. There's that “take-apart-itis” thing
again. Later, I found that my friend Al Cook,
K2MPE, had told the boss that I was worth hiring!
During that time I was the owner/trustee/ custo-
dian of the 146.715 repeater located on the highest
hill in Monroe county, it was a Motorola Micor,
and needed much love and tender care. I worked
at Rochester Radio Communications, and then it's
successor, Licciardi Radio Services for twenty
years, and thoroughly enjoyed it.

My interest in ham radio began in the sixth grade.
My teacher, and later, my tutor, Mister Kane, was
a ham operator, and had these massive, impres-
sive, and gorgeous Hammerlund transmitters and
receivers. Wow! Well there was this Morse Code
thing, that I couldn't overcome, and the desire
languished for years. I did still have the interest
though, and subscribed to just about all the “elec-
tronics” magazines, Popular Electronics, Radio
and TV News, and several of their variants. I also
subscribed to Ham Radio Now and 73 Magazine
until its demise. Then I switched over to “Q
Street.” All this without ever trying to get my li-
cense, due to the Morse Code thing. Remember
the Code test in Boot Camp? Much, much later, Al
Cook K2MPE, my friend at the radio shop
shamed me into taking the Technician test, after
all, I was working on radios and loving it, so
shouldn't T have a license? Well, I passed the
Technician license in 1994. From there, it was up
the ranks. I got my Tech Plus, (due to having
passed the General theory, but not the code). Then
when the code requirement was lowered to 5
WPM, Tim Magee WB2KAO taught me the code,

4
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and I became a General. Later I passed the Extra
exam. | sometimes refer to myself as a “Slow
Code Extra.” I also am a Volunteer Examiner to
“pay back” those who spent their time helping me
in the past. I never changed my call sign because,
up until now anyway, there haven't been any
more “N” series ham call signs issued, and that

makes my call sign a little unique! 73

Editor’s

Note....’

These ” Bios" are personal bios. I ar a&éing
2hat clud members contribide them Lo The
Link so thdt everyone can get o knoeo thelr
fellow hams better. Please consider
preparing a personal bio for inclusion in a
futire necosletter. Thanks!

EVENTS

MARK YOUR CALENDARS

+ 7/11 VE Test Session, Orange County EOC, 7:00 p.m.
+ 7/11 OCRA Meeting, Orange County EOC, 7:00 p.m.
+ 7/19 DFMA Meeting, Bullock's BBQ, 6:00 p.m.
+ 8/2 DFMA Meeting, Bullock’s BBQ, 6:00 p.m.

For a full calendar including nets, visit dfma.org
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Preliminary Field Day Results

Dave, W4SAR has completed a preliminary review and
reports the following Field Day results:

Total Contact Points after QRP Multiplier = 16,960 (see
Table 1).

Total Bonus Points = 1,800 (see Table 2).

Total Raw Score = 18,760.

Dave cautions that these numbers may drop due to
adjustments for dupes and incomplete/erroneous
entries.

Last year the Total Score = 18,175.

Look for an article next month by Dave right here in The
Link for a full recap of the DFMA-OCRA Field Day
event.

CW Digi = Phone Bonus Points
80 200 87 Emergency Power 800
40 566 109 284  Ejected Official 100
20 349 41 165 Served Agency 100
15 12 68 sateliite 100
10 15 Information Table 100
6 4 1 8 ) _

Social Media 100

Satellite 1
Msg. to SEC 100

Total | 1,231 151 628
Media Pub. (pending) 100

Points | 2,462 302 628
Natural Power 100

Multipiler | 12,310 1,510 3,140
Safety Officer 100
ARRL FD Bulletin 100
Total Bonus Points | 1,800
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BUY+SELL+TRADE

For Sale

From time to time the DFMA has items to sell
that it has acquired. Often these are from
gifts to the club from estates or downsizing
efforts. The proceeds from these sales will go
to the club treasury to fund future DFMA
projects and maintain current systems. These
items will also be placed on the club table at
hamfests. The club is selling the following
items:

Kenwood TM231A 50W 2 meter mobile rig
tested, works, new memory backup lithium
battery installed, Asking $70

Fostex T10 Headphones sold for more than
$100 on eBay. Looks nice, Asking $55

Realistic TRC-430 CB rig condition unknown,
Asking $25

Contact Dee, KU4GC to purchase or for
more information. Free delivery to a DFMA
or OCRA club meeting.

ku4gc@amsat.org

For Sale

OCRA has the following donated items for
sale:

lcom IC-706 HF+6m 100W, 2m 10W trans-
ceiver. Includes hand microphone, 12V DC
power cable, and manual. Tested, works
well. Designed for portable as well as base
station use. Nice rig for person that cannot

afford a new rig or as a backup/mobile sta-
tion. Asking $475.

The Link

Heathkit HD-1410 Electronic Keyer Use as a
keyer with rigs that do not have a built-in
keyer circuit. Also has audio out for stand
alone code practice. Asking $79.

Larson NMD 270 Dual Band mobile antenna
with a Larson NMO MM mag mount base.
Ready to use. Asking $49

Contact Dee, KU4AGC to purchase or for
more information. Free delivery to a DFMA
or OCRA club meeting.

kudgc@amsat.org

For Sale

DFMA & OCRA member Howie Hoyt,
WA4PSC has several products for sale from
his company ProAudio Engineering.

Products include:

Fair-Rite brand mix 31 snap-on ferrites (small
to large size) and 2.4" toroids.

Elecrafttm KX3 heatsinks — high quality billet-
aluminum and black-anodized.

Kx33 Low-RFI 14V 4A Power Supply, great for
the Elecrafttm KX3 and Yaesutv FT-817.

To see additional available products and to
purchase, visit:
www.proaudioeng.com online or contact

Howie at (919)260-3675.
Hand delivery to an OCRA or DFMA meeting
will save shipping costs!


mailto:ku4gc@amsat.org
mailto:ku4gc@amsat.org
https://proaudioeng.com/
https://proaudioeng.com/
mailto:ku4gc@amsat.org
mailto:ku4gc@amsat.org
https://proaudioeng.com/
https://proaudioeng.com/
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HAM RADIO OPERATOR

ON THE AIR
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BOARD MEETING
MINUTES

Durham FM Association (DFMA)

DFMA Board Minutes - 06/21/2016 - John,
KM4MDR, Acting Secretary

Location: Bennett Pointe Grill, 4625 Hillsborough
Rd, Durham

Attending: (y) Dee, KU4GC, president; (y) Karen,
KD4Y]Z, vice president; (y) MK, W4MKR, trea-
surer; (n) Dan, KR4UB, secretary ; (n) Charlie,
NCCD, repeater manager; (y) Dave, W4SAR ,
Field Day Coordinator; Board Members: (y)
Michael, KK4EIB; (y) Mark, KR3AM; (n) Bob,
W4RWGC; (y) John, KM4MDR; (y) Jack, KM4MBG,
Hamfest Chair; Lenore, KF4PAB, visitor; Joanna,
KE4QO2Z, visitor; Rhett, KE4HIH, visitor

President:. Dee Ramm called the DFMA Board
meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. at the Bennett Pointe
Grill on June 21, 2016. Minutes of the May 17
Board meeting and June 7 Club Meeting were dis-
tributed and approved pending a 24 hour request
for modification.

REPORTS

Vice President: Karen presented the speaker for
the July meeting, Michael, KK4EIB, who will
present a new project he is currently working on.
For now, we have affectionately named it
“Michael's Mystery Tour”

Treasurer: M.K. Gave the balances in the club's
accounts:

Paid Membership: 113

Secretary: Dan, was not present.

The Link
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Repeater Manager: Charlie, was not present.

Dee asked if the internet services at the Hillsbor-
ough repeater site were repaired. John indicated
that he thought they were given the DMR re-

peater was up and operational again.

Field Day Coordinator: Dave, indicated that
planning is progressing well, final walk-thru of
the FD site was done on Sunday, June 19th. Band
captains have been recruiting operators for the

various stations.

Dee asked about the arrangements being made
for the Porta-Potty. Dan is handling this task.

Dee refreshed the group's memory about certain
expenses that the DEMA covers for Field Day and
asked for approval by the board. A motion was
made and supported by all to cover the following:
- Porta-Potty ~ $100

- 2 Cost of the thank you gift for our hosts Dee
Anne & Wilson $50

- ¥ Cost of our hosts’ event liability insurance $76

OLD BUSINESS

MCU: Dee reported that Lowell has held new dis-
cussions with the Durham EOC and there may be
an opportunity to store the MCU at one of the fire

stations. Discussions are continuing.

DFMA Elections: Dee brought up the upcoming
elections. A quick survey of members intentions
was taken.

Dan, plans to run again for Secretary

MK, plans to run again for Treasurer

Charlie, plans to run again for Repeater Manager
Karen , does not plan to run again for Vice Presi-
dent but would like to run for a board member
seat

Dee, may run again for President

John, plans to run for a board member seat.

We need to find a candidate for Vice-President.

10
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Dee will review with Skip, WB4F, who is the nom-
inating committee.

NEW BUSINESS

DFMA HamFest 2017: Jack, KM4MBG has volun-
teered to take on the role of HamFest Chair for the
2017 event. Members with any feedback or sug-
gestions for next year's hamfest are asked to email
Jack directly.

Next DFMA Board Meeting

With elections coming up in August, Dee suggest-
ed we not hold a July Board meeting but be pre-
pared to meet 30 minutes before the July 19th
Club meeting to handle any pending club busi-
ness (Note: For meeting notice purposes, every
scheduled club meeting is also a scheduled Board

meeting. Usually it is not “opened”.)

CLUB MEETING
MINUTES

Durham FM Association (DFMA)

DFMA Meeting — 06/07/2016 — Dan, KR4UB, Sec-
retary
Location: Bullock’s Bar-B-Que, Durham

Attending: N2XZF  Paul; KV4ZR, Loren;
WA4AHR, Dewey; KD4Y]JZ, Karen; W4SAR,
Dave; KM4MDR, John; KK4BPH, Mike; KX4P,
John; KF4KHU, Jimmy; WB4P, Skip; KF4PAB,
Lenore; KM4MBG, Jack; KR3AM, Mark; KR4UB,
Dan; KE4HIH, Rhett; N4HA, Herb, WA2JLW,
Roy; KK4EIB, Michael; KU4GC, Dee; W4AMKR,
MK, KW4KZ Chuck & Mary; W4ORD, Lad;
N4TSV, Mario; KM4UKI, David; KM4UKT, Feli-
cia; KI4RAN, Bill & Pres; K2MZ, Duke & Nancy;
KK4PH, Lowell; KF4L]Z, Linda; WB4YYY, Jim;
KA4AVM, Sue; NA4VY, Dave; W4BOH, Wilson;
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W4KSZ, Jim; WA4BNT, Skip; W3AHL, Steve;
KE4UV]J, Don

A total of 39, attending, 36 of them ham:s.

President — Dee opened the meeting at 7pm with
DurHamFest. The feed
back on the new site has been extremely positive.
The club netted $1061.00. VE session fees paid for
the classroom. Food sales, club table sales brought

a report summary for

in additional funds for the club. Many volunteers
donated food, ice and other materials. Dee stated
that the club needs a volunteer to fill the hamfest

chair position.

One comment about club table sales; members
need to fill out an info sheet indicating if items
placed on the table are for sale with proceeds to
be donated to the club, or for 10% of the sale price
to be donated to the club. Name, call sign, asking
price, and pricing flexibility also needs to be indi-

cated.

Lastly, Dee requested if members have ideas how
to make DurHamPFest even better, please send
your thoughts to e-mail address ku4gc@am-
sat.org.

The board appointed WB4P, Skip to serve as the
nomination committee for the upcoming club of-
ficer elections.

REPORTS

Vice President — Karen, KD4Y]JZ reported the
program for the next club meeting will be
Michael, KK4EIB giving a presentation and
demonstration of the software and user interface
developed for the Android and IPhone platforms
for the HobbyPCB RS-UV3 144/220/450 MHz FM
transceiver. A presentation on this radio was giv-
en by Steve, KZ1X at the DFMA July 2015 meet-
ing. More information is available on the UV3 at

http:/ / www.hobbypcb.com.
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Treasurer —- MK, WAMKR

Members: 111 (whose dues are current).

Secretary — Dan, KR4UB - Dan reminded every-
one to sign-in and included any guest names for
the meeting minutes.

Repeater Manager — No report.
Field Day Coordinator — See Presentation.

Presentation of the DMFA “Lid” Award — The
DMFA “Lid” Award was last presented to Dewey,
WA4AHR for the long term support he has pro-
vided to the DFMA and OCRA Clubs by the do-
nation of good, used batteries. Dewey has also
made his shop and expertise available to hams for
various projects.

Door Prizes — Door prize winners were KR4UB,
Dan - Volt-Ohm-Meter; KM4UKI, Dave - ARRL
$25.00 Coupon; WA4BNT, Skip - Drills; W4ORD,
Lad - RF Adapters Coupon.

Program Presentation

W4SAR, Dave gave the presentation on the up-
coming field day. His opening comment was that
while the event is a competition, more important-
ly it is training for an emergency situation. This

years event will be an Eight Alpha operation with

July 2016

8 stations operating on battery power with 5
watts output. Dave passed around the site plan
map. All CW ops will be in the MCU; 10M phone
will be in the red barn; 80M phone and 6M to be
in the motorhome; 40, 20 and 15M phone in the
K4SAR camping trailer; and multi-digi in the
WA4SAR tent. Dave went on the clarify AC power
can used for antenna rotors and, computers NOT
driving or controlling the transmitter. Bonus
points are awarded for battery power operations,
designated safety officer, information table, mes-
sage to section manager, satellite QSO, 5 QSOs
from solar power, W1AW bulletin copy, educa-
tional activities, site visit by elected officer, site
visit by served agency, youth operators under 18
years age, social media posts for the event.

More information will be available on the
NCOCRA email reflector. (Contact W4SAR, Dave
to be receive email from that reflector.)

Meeting adjourned at 8 p.m.

Credits:

All article photos courtesy of the author or editor
unless otherwise noted.

Field Day logo courtesy of the ARRL.

Field Day pictures courtesy of KR3AM, KU4GC,
& WB4P.

Published by the Durham FM Association
P.O. Box 2411
Durham, NC 27715-2411
Website: dfma.org

Submit articles to: skip@hdp3.com

WBA4P, Editor
WA4MKR, Proofreader
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