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3330 Quebec Dr.

Durham, NC 27705

Field Day 2016

Dave Snyder, WASAR, will discuss the
logistics for Field Day 2016. Dave is the
FD coordinator for the DFMA/OCRA
field day operation. Under Dave's
direction, we finished 3rd in 2015!

IN THIS ISSUE

President’s Corner

Field Day 2016

Upcoming Events

Ham Bio — Banks Anderson, Jr., W4OFZ
DurHamFest 2016 — Great!
DurHamFest Exam Session Report
Board Meeting Minutes

Club Meeting Minutes

DurHamFest Pictures

The Link

President’s Corner

Dee Ramm, KU4GC

Working Together

So, DurHamFest is over and my gut feeling is that it
was a great success. Work on the figures is still going
on, but one key indicator is that attendance was up al-
most 50% from last year. So, my guess is that the rest of
the figures will be up as well. I'll say more about Dur-
HamPFest in another story. What I really wanted to talk
about is the DFMA membership and how we all worked
together. Many of us became hams to communicate
with others. Now we all have our different “social dis-
tances”, but it’s often nice to follow up a contact over a

distance with meeting one on one.

We go to the monthly club meetings so as to meet some
of the people we talk to, but dinner at Bullock’s has its
limitations. We tend to sit in the same place each month
and often talk to the same people (guilty here). Some of
us try to move around and talk to people. So, our meet-
ings can get us part way there.

But the real way to get to know a person goes beyond
just talking. Working together for some common cause
is the best way to do this. DurHamFest just gave us just
such an opportunity. Helping each other (and vendors
— strangers or old friends) makes you feel like you've
accomplished something while forming bonds with
others. There were plenty of opportunities to chip in
and many did just that. I was very proud to be a DFMA
member at our event.

I received some feedback from people who were thank-
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ful for the help. And I was certainly thankful for
the tremendous help given M.K. and me in un-
loading (and later reloading) the mountains of
stuff we brought. This kind of event does so much
towards transforming a collection of hams into a
productive team.

Is one event a year enough? We can all volunteer
to help at public service events. But we have one
more chance to really work together again and

that is Field Day, less than a month away.

Our collaboration with the Orange County club
has been extremely productive. Our joint Field
Day effort has put us into the top ten nationally
year after year with #3 last year. And this, again,
is a case where we can really get to know people
by working together. In a way the recipe for Field
Day is almost identical to DurHamFest. 1. Plan, 2.
Set up, 3. Eat (potluck supper on Friday night), 4.
Operate, 5. Break down, 6. Catch up on sleep.

The set up on Friday is something I highly rec-
ommend for all members, but especially newer
members. There are well-defined things that need
to be done and many of the jobs absolutely re-
quire several people working closely together
(raising a tower comes to mind). Even with no
previous experience you will be prompted in how
to do what is needed and meanwhile you learn a
lot and get to know your club members (and the
few active OCRA members who are not also
DFMA members) better.

The potluck dinner will be another fun event
where you can meet other hams and often, their
spouses or friends as well. It also helps our signif-
icant others get to know the ham radio hobby bet-
ter and in a very positive light.

Finally, on to some operating. Here is a chance to
try out HF operation with ready help from others.
Often you can start out by just logging, but you'll
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quickly see how it works and soon you’ll be on
the air. Working with others, you will be able to
work with only a Tech license (or even none if you
are still working on your first license). Again,
working together (with someone with an Extra
class license) is how to move forward.

So, take this opportunity to work together with
others, for your benefit and everyone else's.

73, Dee
DFMA President

Field Day 2016

By Dave Snyder, W4SAR, DFMA/OCRA Field
Day Coordinator

Once again the two clubs will join forces to see if
we can top last year’s performance, which gar-
nered a ranking of third place in North America
out of more than 2500 participating stations (see
Figure 1). After discussion
with the remaining band
captains, looks like we
will have an 8 Alpha Bat-
tery operation this year.
That is one station less
than last year, costing us

HAM RADIO OPERATOR

ON THE AIR

100 bonus points on sta-
tions operating  with
emergency power. But on the other hand, we may
keep the remaining stations better manned which
can help make up the loss with more QSO’s. Wil-
son, W4BOH has again generously permitted the
use of his property.
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2015 ARRL Field Day
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VHF — KA5ETS - beam
antenna, co-located in
W3AHL's RV.

Figure 2 is a tentative site
plan, some of it is conjec-
ture until I hear from
some more of the band
captains.

We will be working out
volunteers to pursue the
various bonus points to

be had (media publicity,

# |Call Score |Category |QSOs |Power Mult | GOTA Call |Section |Participants |Club

1 |W3AO |[31452|18A 9,700 |2 KE3Q MDC 91 |PotomacVaIIey RC & Columbia ARA
2 |K6El 21,400 |11AB 2,287 |5 W6z2zZ scv 22 West Valley ARA

3 [W4EZ 18,175 |9AB 1,929 |5 NC 51 [Dumam FM Assoc/ Orange Cty RA
4 |WSYA |17,680 |3AB 1,699 |5 AD5SA NM 12 Rancho Escondido ARC

5 [KK5W 17,638 |8A 4,638 |2 K5DX STX 86 |BVARCI TDXS / ECHO ARC

6 |W4aly 17,526 |8A 4916 (2 W4AD VA 37 Woodbridge Wireless

7 [wevx [17336[sF 5432 |2 K6SU scv |38 | stanforg

8 |K4BFT |17,038 |4A 5,267 |2 N7KDT AL 55 Huntsville ARC

9 [K‘ILED 16,466 |6A 4941 |2 AE7G WWA |70 |Mike&KeyARC

10 |KBES 15,766 [4A 4377 |2 W8JK OH 50 DELARA

PRIy, == == e | o " ;

Figure 1 — 2015 ARRL Field Day results. Source: ARRL.org.

Here is the station breakdown, based on the plans
I know of to date:

75/40/20/15/10 CW — The CW Gang will be op-
erating 3 stations out of the MCU, some will
switch bands to best use daytime/nighttime
propagation. Beams on towers, Wire antennae on
75 M, maybe 40 meters.

80M Phone — W3AHL - will operate wire anten-

nae out of his RV, same position as last year.

40/15M Phone — K4SAR/KV7D Co-Captains —
working out of camper by the pond like last year,
beam and wire antennae.

20m Phone — W4ORD - beam antenna, working
out of tent shelters, further west than last year to
avoid septic field.

10M Phone - NA4VY /KD4YJZ/WB4OSU - beam
antenna out of loft on barn, same position as last

year.

Multiband Digi — W4SAR — 40M Vertical, possibly
20M mini-loop,20 and 15 M dipoles. Co-located
with 20M Phone tent.
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official

served agency official visit,

elected visit,

etc. Two new bonus point
activities this year: 100 points for having a dedi-
cated safety officer, and 100 points for publicizing
Field Day via social media. We will revive the
OCRA Facebook page for the latter. If no one vol-
unteers, [ will step up as the safety officer.

We may begin setup for Field Day as of 0000 hrs
UTC on Friday, June 24, which translates to 8:00
p.m. local time on Thursday the 23rd. Since it will
become dark shortly after that time, Thursday
may only safely be used to drop off equipment.
The vast bulk of the set-up should be done on that
Friday, leaving Saturday morning for final testing
and tweaking of stations before the official start of
field Day operations at 2:00 p.m. local time. Many
hands will make light work, to help safely set up
towers, haul lines and carry batteries. It will be
very important to have many hands helping to
tear down on Sunday after 2:00 p.m., as many of
us will be quite tired. I will bring my kayak as it
proved useful for ferrying wires across the pond.

Some important logistics:

Wilson would like to set up some preparatory

work days in advance, basically clearing ground
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Figure 2 — Field Day 2016 Site Plan.

and cleaning and prepping some of the equip-
ment. We may need a walk-through to finalize

station and antenna siting.

Food — Skip will be providing sandwich platters,
chips, and cookies for lunch on Friday. We will be
having a potluck dinner that evening, it was a big
hit last year. John, KM4MDR will be helping to
coordinate the contributions for this year. Look
for messages on the OCRA yahoo group to facili-
tate this. Dee, KU4GC and M.K.,, W4MKR will
again run the field canteen during FD operations.
They will provide a dinner on Saturday evening
(hamburgers, hotdogs, salmon burgers, Boca
Burgers, chicken sausage, and sides), and a hearty
pancake breakfast with KK4EIB's New York
maple syrup, and especially lots of coffee, on
Sunday morning, a bargain at $5 for each of these
meals ($10 for both). Unlimited cold soft drinks
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and bottled water will be available throughout the
operation.

Logging — All logging will be performed on com-
puters, either NIMM or N3FJP may be used. As
long as the logs can be submitted to me as a stan-
dard ADIF file, I can merge them all into a master
document. Anyone wanting to use NIMM should
ask Bruce, N1LN. For N2FJP, see me, I have a li-
cense key for that program. BTW, for our operat-
ing category, only the transceivers themselves
need be on battery or natural power. Auxiliary
equipment such as logging computers, fans, light-
ing may use a/c power drops. The one exception
on computers is if they are being used to directly
control the radio, i.e., digital modes or VFO con-
trol, then they too must be on battery power.

I greatly look forward to participating in Field
Day again. Everyone is encouraged to come out,

4
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even if you can only stay a little while, though
some hardy souls will be there for the duration. It
is open to experienced contesters, and to the new-
est of newly licensed hams. It will even be open to
ham wannabes, control ops will be there to help
unlicensed operators work a station legally. It is
intense at times, but a fun event, and an activity
that has done more than anything else to bind to-
gether two great clubs, the Durham FM Associa-
tion and Orange County Radio Amateurs, in
friendship. 73

upcoming
EVENTS

MARK YOUR CALENDARS

+ 6/7 DFMA Meeting, Bullock's BBQ, 6:00 p.m.

+ 6/11 VE Test Session, Orange County EOC, 10:00 a.m.

+ 6/13 OCRA Meeting, Orange County EOC, 7:00 p.m.
+ 6/21 DFMA Board Meeting, 7:00 p.m.

+ 6/25 ARRL Field Day (June 25-26)

+ 7/19 DFMA Meeting, Bullock’s BBQ, 6:00 p.m.

For a full calendar including nets, visit dfma.org

Ham Bio
By Banks Anderson, Jr., W4OFZ

Everett, my “Irish Twin” brother,
and I were depression babes born
in a town kept afloat by nation-
wide nicotine addiction. From our
bedroom in the Beverly Apart-
ments at the corner of Main and
Watts streets in Durham, we
would hurry out to hike up to
Watts Street School while our dad
took a more leisurely stroll across

The Link

June 2016

the back yard to his practice at McPherson Hospi-
tal. On our family BC set we listened to The Shad-
ow who knew everything and to The Lone Ranger
who had Tonto for help.

WWII started and we moved to a home in Forest
Hills where I had my own room. Memorizing the
silhouettes of Nazi warplanes we checked out
every one overhead in the hope of becoming he-
roes by spotting a Heinkel. Hanging on a thread
from my ceiling was a homemade balsa Spitfire
model. At vacations at Morehead City a jug of
kerosene was on the back steps to clean off beach
toe tar, the residue from torpedoed tankers. Out
my second story window at home, I hung my first
wire antenna attached to a coil that I had
painstakingly wound and a galena crystal. When
over my high impedance phones I heard voices it
was an electric thrill. It persisted even after I
found that the broadcast source was a tower, not
two miles away, and that leaving my beautifully
wound coil out of the circuit made no difference

whatsoever.

I was hooked. I built a breadboard tube regenera-
tive receiver with variable condenser (aka capaci-
tor) pots and switch mounted on a bakelite front
panel and successfully tuned to stations outside
of the broadcast band. Although they were scarce
I located and bought a %4” electric drill, my most
prized and indispensable tool for the next four
decades. Amateur radio transmissions were for-
bidden during the war. Shortly after it
ended I was sent north to boarding
school by train. As a UNC undergrad
during WWI, Dad took trains to a
summer job in the Oklahoma oil fields.
He had no problem handing me train
tickets to Exeter after explaining how
to lug my bag from Penn Station to
Grand Central and later from Boston
South to Boston North. Those trains

Banks, WAOFZ at DurHamFest
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were jam packed with happy demobilized GlIs
going home.

The summer after graduating I got a job working
at the newly completed Duke engineering build-
ing. Joe Edwards W4EL was my boss and his son
Sid W4QWM is a club member. I helped with re-
habbing a group of six-foot long motor generator
sets. I painted black glyptal on windings, ma-
chined brass binding post knobs and furbished
mobile racks of ceramic lamp sockets to be used
as loads. It was Nirvana. War surplus electronic
gear was arriving almost weekly by the railroad
carload. At lunch I could entertain myself pitch-
ing rocks at CRT’s to hear them implode. I had to
get licensed. Joe in true Elmer fashion encouraged
me and helped me get my speed up to 13 wpm.
(There was no such thing as a Tech or Novice li-
cense.) My Mom drove me to Norfolk to take the
Class B exam from the closest FCC examiner. I
still remember a snippet of my solid copy: “The
antenna mast leaned at a crazy angle of 105 de-
grees over ...” In September of 1948 my Class B
license arrived with the call W4OFZ. I owned a
crystal, a 6V6, a straight key, an RME receiver and
a folded dipole but I had already left for college in
New Jersey.

Joe had suggested some circuits from a Thordar-
son Co. publication so I set about collecting parts
and when home for vacations started building. I
went up the beam power tetrode scale building a
transmitter with a 6V6 crystal oscillator into a 6L.6
and then to an 807 in final, later modifying this to
an 811A. You have heard of boat anchors. With its
steel relay rack, audio amp, modulator, and pow-
er supplies, this was a battleship anchor. Building
this transmitter was as much metal work as circuit
work. To suspend everything from the front panel
that was screwed to the relay rack required seri-
ous steel with angle irons. Since the meters dials
and switches had to be on the front panels the re-
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sult was that those heavy chokes and transform-
ers so beloved by W4BOH had to be mounted at
the backs of heavy steel chassis. All this steel had
to be penetrated for tube sockets, meters, pilot
lights, and connectors. Drill whine plus AM static
was the beginning of my high frequency hearing
loss. But it was fun. Watching an 866’s orange fil-
ament change to a blue mercury vapor glow after
hitting the plate voltage switch was spectacular.
But I wasn’t home that much. Princeton and a
summer job on Cape Cod led me the next fall to
haul my station in a rented panel truck off to col-
lege. I lived in a third floor suite with three
roommates in the cheapest dorm, Brown Hall,
built in 1892. I had during freshman year checked
out the roof and it was flat tar. There was a fire-
place in the suite and I ran 75 ohm coax up the
flue to an 80 meter stealthy dipole on the roof.
Changing my QTH required changing my call
and I was issued W2CXT in November of 1949.
The downside of this 1894 dorm was that it had
direct current service! That meant a whiny alter-
nator and when transmitting on phone I was told
I had 60 cycle buzz. Hertz came later.) And I had
BCIL. AM superhet radios with all five filaments in
series seemed to be everywhere and my side of
QSOs was dorm knowledge. What with audio
buzz, BCI, and late night operating without DX, I
carted the station home at the end of my Junior
year and while I was in Med School changed my
call back to W4OFZ. But I never operated, as in-
ternship, a two year tour of military duty in Mu-
nich, then residency, marriage and family super-
vened. I did build some Heathkits with the bat-
tery operated VTVM being the most useful.

But I still had my transmitter and when my oldest
child was kindergarten age I pulled the audio
amp out to set up a record player for their room.
Imagine my surprise when I heard 60 hertz hum.
Its shielded audio input cable went to a tube with
the grid connection on its top post. Putting a met-

6
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al tube cap over the entire assembly got rid of the
hum — something I should have done twenty
years before. It wasn’t all alternator hash as I had
supposed.

I later bought an ICOM IC22 crystal controlled 2
meter rig and used it in my car with a mag mount
5/8 whip on top. It came in handy checking out
Fancy Gap weather while driving to Tennessee
Eastman in Kingsport to consult. I converted the
relay rack to other uses and carted the steel be-
hemoth to the attic where it resided until I saw
Bob Clarke’s WARWC antenna farm vehicle at
church. I told him that if he carried my rig out of
my attic he could have it. While he was sweating
the units down 4 flights to the driveway I gave
him the speech about very high and lethal volt-
ages and the necessity for carefully grounding
capacitors with the power off before putting
hands near. He told me he knew an expert that
did such silly stuff. That expert was Wilson Lamb,
W4BOH.

Not only did Wilson rejuvenate my rock bound
transmitter, he added a VFO and put it on the air
again after half a century! Since I had moved to
The Forest at Duke I was delighted to have my
heavy baby in such appreciative hands. You
might see it by appointment in Wilson’s base-
ment. I trust its signal reports are clean with no

hum. 73

Editor’s

Note... /

These ” Bios' are persona/ bios. I am CiSlélAhﬂ
2hat clud members contribide them to The
Link so that everyone can get Zo knowo their
Fellow hams better. I cwoeld like to include
& least one club member bio in each neros-
letter. Please consider preparing a persona/
bio For inclusion in a Future necosletter.

Thanks !

The Link
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DurHamPFest 2016 — Great!
By Dee Ramm, KU4GC

Well, DurHamFest 2016 is history for another year
and, by all measures, it was a great success. The
weather, flakey these last few weeks, was our
friend — it was great! The new venue at the
Durham Public Schools Staff Training Center was
awesome. We received many compliments on the
site from both vendors and attendees.

Final figures aren’t firm yet except that attendance
was significantly up from previous years. I expect
we’ll have a final (or preliminary final :-) report at
the meeting Tuesday.

I was, again, elated by the way everyone pitched
in and made this work. I'm going to highlight
some of the efforts that stood out. I apologize
here, in advance, for any people that I've missed.

The Friday evening work session went well with
plenty of people to help. Skip, WB4P, had had
signs made and donated the cost to the club.
Thanks Skip! Dan, KR4UB, brought his ladder to
hang our main DurHamPFest sign at the entrance.
Both Dan and Don, KE4UV]J, hauled things from
our shed on Hoover Road for setting things up.
Under Linda, KF4LJZ's direction, the tables were
moved and labeled for our indoor vendors. Boxes
of stuff for the club tables were brought in for the
coming day.

Things started bright and early, (7am - groan!)
and Mark, KR3AM; Jack, KM4MBG and John,
KM4MDR got right to work as our traffic/ parking
coordinators and worked on that for most of the
morning. They received some relief help from
Dick, WA2ROC and Don. They also sold tickets as
needed. Also outside, Vic, KOOUX provided talk-
in and Lowell, KK4PH and Wilson, W4BOH saw
to it that our MCU was prominently on display.
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The ticket table was ably staffed by MK,
W4MKR and Skip. And, just across the hall, Mary
(xyl of Chuck, KW4KZ) battled two ornery coffee
makers to provide free coffee for all comers. In-
side, Joanna, KE4QOZ and Rhett, KE4HIH ran the
DFMA Club Table dealing with an incredible
number of items. Due to their efforts, some of
them did not have to be taken home by their pre-
vious owner.

Our food service was again presided over by our
chef, Wilson. He produced his now famous BOH-
burgers as well as hot dogs. Michael, KK4EIB, as-
sisted at the food table as well as donating donuts
for sale. Don also assisted by buying the sausage

biscuits and by providing much needed ice.

The VE session was headed by Dave, W4SAR,
who reports on his team in a separate piece that
follows. He and the other VEs provided testing

for 17 candidates!

Break down went very quickly with lots of help
from all. We even had help from some OCRA
members (who are not DFMA members — yet :-) at
setup and breakdown. Don and Dan took care of
getting the DFMA stuff back to Hoover Road.

Thanks to all and thanks to the DurHamFest or-
ganizing committee (consisting of Dan, M.K,
Skip, Dee, and Linda our Vendor Chair) which
stepped in when we lost the leadership of Dan,
KK4DMS. Also thanks to the Durham Public
School System for making this facility available,
our contact there, Michelle Brossette, and the cus-
todians who were so helpful Friday and Saturday.

Finally, a personal thank you to two people.
Whenever I needed help with something or some-
thing unexpected needed to be done, there were
Dick, WA2ROC and Dan, KR4UB ready to help
and give me a hand or, more often, do the whole
job. Thank You. And again, Thank You to all of
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you who contributed to making DurHamFest
2016 a great success. 2017 here we come. 73

[Editor’'s Note: see pages 12 & 13 for some ran-
dom DurHamFest pictures. More to be posted in
the future at DEMA.org.]

Busy Exam Session at the 2016 DurHamFest

The new hamfest location may have attracted more
candidates for this year’s exam session, we had 17
candidates, the most at one session in many years. The
classroom rented was clean and well-lit, with new fur-
niture, a big improvement over the last location. With
this many candidates, it was no problem retaining
enough funds from the exam fees collected to cover
the rental costs of the room, helping the club maxi-
mize the gains from running the hamfest.

We had seven examiners present, W4KIL, N4ZAK,
KD4YJZ, KIAMXP, N2XZF, AE4JW, and W4SAR. We
needed all of them — the session wrapped up 2 min-
utes before Noon — the official end of the session!

Of the 17 candidates, 15 were successful in either get-
ting a new license , or an upgrade. We helped certify 5
new Technicians, 5 General Class licensees (3 of whom
are new licensees, passing Tech and General in one
swoop), and 5 Amateur Extra licensees. All were ap-
prised of the year’s free membership offered to new
hams by the DFMA as well as OCRA, and many ap-
peared to be interested in taking that up. We do hope
we can return to this location next year. This has been
the busiest sessions in quite some time, and that is a
good thing.

— Dave, W4SAR, VE Team Liaison
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\E Email from Howie Hoyt — published
in The Link with his permission.

Wow!

Thanks so much to everyone who worked to bring
DurHamFest to life! I really enjoyed time at the Pro
Audio Engineering table yesterday. That was one of the
more fun times I have had at a hamfest, with nice
people and a great new venue. It was nice to be in a
venue in great shape especially after coming from the
Hara Arena in Dayton which is in serious state of
dilapidation.

Special thanks to W1KES and KR4UB and others (I am
terrible at remembering names, sorry) for the help
loading and unloading, my back thanks you.

A special sauce thanks to Wilson for his skill on de
grille...that cheeseburger probably saved my life since I
had missed breakfast and was in the throes of a full-on
caffeine shakedown. Dang...now I want another
Wilsonburger...

I joined DFMA yesterday, so I look forward to more
interaction over at Bullocks in the near future.

Thanks for all the hard work everyone who helped
yesterday, it went off beautifully!

Cheers & 73,
Howie - WA4PSC

BOARD MEETING
MINUTES

Durham FM Association (DFMA)

DFMA Board Minutes — 05/17/2016 — Rhett,
KE4HIH, Acting Secretary

Location: Bennett Pointe Grill, 4625 Hillsborough
Rd., Durham

Attending: (y) Dee, KU4GC, president; (y) Karen,
KDA4Y]Z, vice president; (y) MK, WAMKR, trea-
surer; (n) Dan, KR4UB, secretary; (n) Charlie,
NC4CD, repeater manager; (y) Dave, W4SAR,
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Field Day coordinator; Board Members: (y)
Michael, KK4EIB; (y) Mark, KR3AM; (n) Bob,
W4RWGC; (y) John, KM4MDR; Joanna, KE4QOZ,
visitor; Rhett, KE4HIH, visitor

The DFMA Board meeting was called to order by

Pres. Dee Ramm at 6:45 p.m. at the Bennett Pointe
Grill on May 17, 2016. Minutes of the April board

meeting were distributed and approved pending

a 24 hour request for modification.

President: Dee called for only two reports as oth-
er officers were absent.

Vice-President: Karen presented the speakers for
June, Dave who will talk about Field Day, and

July, Michael, whose topic was not specified.

Treasurer : MK, W4AMKR

Members: 104 (whose dues are current).
Activities:

Field Day: Dave announced that the Band Cap-

tains have been named to their positions. Social

plans are for Friday dinner (bring a meal to con-
tribute), Saturday night dinner ($5), and Sunday
brunch ($5).

DurHamPFest: Dee discussed the upcoming club
hamfest.

1. Personnel were listed and associated with tasks.
2. The MCU will be used for communication and
display. A change in location is proposed. It will
be parked at the northwest end of the zone for
handicapped parking. This puts it close to the
building. This makes electrical feed for the radio

equipment from the building convenient.

Submitted by recording secretary for the evening,
Rhett.
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CLuB MEETING
MINUTES

Durham FM Association (DFMA)
DFMA Meeting — 05/03/2016 — Dan, KR4UB, Sec-

retary
Location: Bullock’s Bar-B-Que, Durham

Attending: KR4UB, Dan; WB4YYY, Jim;
KA4AVM, Sue; KF4L]Z, Linda; KA4ELD Tom &
Linda; WAMKR, M.K.; KU4GC, Dee; KKA4EIB,
Michael; KM4MDR, John; W4BOH, Wilson;
W40OFZ, Banks; W4SAR, Dave; KD4Y]Z, Karen;
WA4AHR, Dewey; WA2ROC, Dick; N2XZF, Paul;
KMA4TCO, Rick; KI4RAN, Bill & Pres; KR3AM,
Mark; K2MZ Duke & Nancy; KV4ZR, Loren;
KW4GP, Tim; KF4KHU, Jimmy; NC4CD, Charlie;
KM4MBG, Jack; KF4PAB, Lenore; WB4P, Skip;
KK4BPH, Mike; KX4P, John; NA4VY, Dave;
KK4QDzZ, Bill, KM4LKN, Detlev; W40ORD, Lad;
KI4QX]J, Ken; KE4UV], Don; KE4HIH, Rhett;
KE4QOZ, Joanna; Guests: David & Felicia Viel-
baum; Joel

A total of 43, attending, 37 of them ham:s.

President — Dee opened the meeting at 7pm with
attendee introductions. Dee presented the 2016
DurHampFest site, first showing the parking areas
and intended use. Volunteers will be needed to
staff the tailgater area in the front parking lot,
main entrance ticket sales and attendee entry, the
second entrance for vendor unloading & food
preparation and for many other tasks. See the
DurHamFest section below for further assignment
detail. Parking is prohibited on the extremely soft,

grassed area as vehicles will get stuck.

Those making an early ticket purchase will be eli-

gible for the drawing of a $50.00 cash prize.

The Link
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Dee announced that John, KM4MDR has been
appointed by the board to fill in the remainder of
the Dan, KK4DMS term.

REPORTS

Vice President — Karen, KD4YJZ reported the
program for the next club meeting will be Field
Day planning. The July meeting program will be
Michael, KK4EIB giving a presentation and
demonstration of the software and user interface
developed for the Android and iPhone platforms
for the HobbyPCB RS-UV3 144 /220/450 MHz FM
transceiver. A presentation on this radio was giv-
en by Steve, KZ1X at the DFMA July 2015 meet-
ing. More information is available on the UV3 at
http:/ / www.hobbypcb.com

Treasurer - MK, WAMKR

Members: 103 (whose dues are current).

Secretary — Dan, KR4UB - Dan reported that ad-
ditional club member involvement is needed to
maintain the MCU, which is in need of significant
repair. A permanent storage area, preferably in-
doors or at least covered, is needed.

Repeater Manager — Charlie reported the DMR
repeater is now on the air at the Hillsborough site.
The code plug for user radio programming is
available at http:/ /ncprn.net/. IRLP at the Hills-
borough site is almost ready and will be used to
link to the TV Hill 145.450 repeater. The VA site
and future home of the 444.450 machine has been
inspected in anticipation of the upcoming installa-
tion. The circuit board to repair the generator to
be installed at the Hillsborough site is available
from Dewey, WA4AHR.
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License Exams — Dave, W4SAR reported that the
next VE session will be held at the OCRA meeting
Monday, May 9th at 7pm.

DurhamFest — Dee led the discussion and call for
volunteers for DurHamFest, May 28th. The posi-
tions and volunteer status to support the event
are as follows:

Parking: KM4MDR, John;
KR3AM, Mark
Tailgating/Vendors: KE4]YJ, Sue; KF4L]Z, Linda
Club Table: KE4HIH, Rhett; KE4QOZ, Joanna;
N4TSV, Mario; NA4VY Dave; WA2ROC, Dick
Signage: WB4P, Skip; KR4UB, Dan

Food, Grill & Propane: WAMKR, M.K.; KU4GC, Dee
Cooking: W4BOH, Wilson, W4ARWC, Bob?

Sausage Biscuits: KU4GC, Dee or KE4UV], Don
Coffee: WARWC, Bob?

Krispy Kreme Doughnuts: KK4EIB, Michael

Food Sales, Service & Relief Persons: ?

Hoover Road Transport: KR4UB, Dan; KE4UV], Don
ID Badges: KU4GC, Dee

MCU: KK4PH, Lowell

Hamfest Talk-in: KOOUX, Vic ?

KM4MBG, Jack;

Field Day Coordinator — No Report

Presentation of the DMFA “Lid” Award - The
DMFA “Lid” Award was last presented to Dewey,
WA4AHR for the long term support he has pro-
vided to the DFMA and OCRA Clubs by the do-
nation of good, used batteries. Dewey has also

June 2016

made his shop and expertise available to hams for
various projects.

Door Prizes — Door prize winners were KA4ELD,
Tom - Volt-Ohm-Meter; KM4LKN, Detlev - Movie
Tickets; N3GO, Gary - Wire Antennas Book;
WA2ROC, Dick - Light; KK4QDZ, Bill - Cutter
Kit; KE4UV], Don - vintage DFMA patch. This
time, all door prizes were donated by members.

Program Presentation

Rhett, KE4HIH gave a presentation and demon-
stration on trains, a hobby of all ages. The focus of
the presentation was on the history and people
involved starting with a 1860-1880s era Pennsyl-
vania Railroad Coach car. Manufacturers included
the names of Louis Marx from 1919 to 1978, Ives
Manufacturing from 1868 to 1932, A.C. Gilbert,
American Flyer and, of course. Lionel established
in the early 1900s.

Credits:

All article photos courtesy of the author or editor
unless otherwise noted.

Field Day logo and 2015 results table courtesy
of the ARRL.

Field Day Site Plan map courtesy of Google
Maps.

Published by the Durham FM Association
P.O. Box 2411
Durham, NC 27715-2411
Website: dfma.org

Submit articles to: skip@hdp3.com

WBA4P, Editor
WA4MKR, Proofreader

The Link
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