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2013Next Meeting: 

Tuesday, March 4, 6:00pm Bullock’s BBQ 
Program: Show & Tell 
By: YOU 

Last August  was the last time we dedicated a full 
meeting to show and tell. It's always very popular 
and educational. Bring something of interest to hams 
and be prepared to spend about five minutes talking 
about it. 

Maybe you got an interesting Christmas present. 
That's fair game. Projects, techniques, experiences 
with equipment, reports of successes, reports of 
instructive failures, kits, and home-brews, all sound 
good.  Use your imagination and share it with all of 
us! 

President’s Corner 

I hope everyone made it through our recent snow 
storms without incident. The snow is very pretty and 
fun for the children, but if you're like me you are 
looking forward to springtime weather, which 
hopefully is just around the corner. I have received 
many positive comments about our February 
program.  Krish (W4VKU) provided great insight into 
what is involved in making a successful DXpedition. 
Krish's presentation included some fascinating photos 
and he outlined the herculean task that was required 
to make the VU7AG DXpedition such a successful 
event. At our recent board meeting, Michael (KK4EIB) 
gave us a preview of some of the future presentations 
he is lining up, and I think you can expect continued 
quality programs at our monthly Bullock's dinner 
meetings. 

Continuing my monthly practice of recognizing an 
outstanding club member, I am recognizing M.K. 
(W4MKR).  M.K. has served as our treasurer since 
2008. Treasurer is one of the board positions that 
requires additional behind the scenes work each 
month. For example, M.K. receives and deposits all 
checks, writes checks for club expenses, processes 
club applications, manages our bank accounts, and 
maintains the books and records for the DFMA. M.K., 
along with Dee, has been instrumental in ensuring we 
maintain our 501(c)(3) status. Did you know M.K. also 
purchases our food and drinks for DurHamFest and 
Field Day? She always finds great deals, which allows 
us to keep our food prices very reasonable at 
DurHamFest. I know everyone appreciates the variety 

of ice cold drinks she and Dee have available at Field 
Day when the temperature is often in the 90's.  

Just a reminder that DurHamFest will be on Saturday, 
May 24th. Planning is well underway and is being 
coordinated by Paul (KE4OXN). Our volunteers are 
what make it a success. Hope to see you soon at 
Bullock's and hear you on one of our Thursday night 
club nets.  
 73, Skip, N4SP 

Creekside Science Fair: HELP! 

Each year in March, the Creekside Elementary School 
holds a Science Fair for one night during the week.  
This year the Science Fair will take place on Thursday 
evening, March the 13th from 6:00 PM until 8:00 PM.  
This is a great opportunity to expose youngsters and 
their parents to our wonderful hobby.  We need 
volunteers to  help with this short opportunity to 
show local kids what fun ham radio can be.  You can 
bring interesting projects that you would like to 
share with the kids, the code practice oscillator is 
always a hit because they can operate it themselves.  
Last year Dick, WA2ROC, brought an HF rig and we 
had lots of HTs there.  The MCU is usually stationed 
somewhere near the back entrance and gets lots of 
attention.  We need operators for all of these 
situations.  This is also an opportunity to get rid of 

MK, W4MKR, at Field Day 
Courtesy of N4SKP 
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many of those old QSTs you have hanging around, 
pass them out to the kids.  Maybe we could showcase 
one of the digital modes and even show some slides 
of field day.  We also need people who can talk about 
the community service we provide.  Maybe we could 
show some pictures of the bike ride we monitor. 
 

Rich, KD6VK is managing our participation this year.  
Please contact him at:  grbaldwin at ucla dot edu if 
you are willing to spend a fun evening showing off 
what we do.  Last year, the school provided food for 
the participants.  It is unknown at this time if they 
will do so this year.  We will let you know if we find 
out in time.  We will discuss this at the next meeting 
and you can let Rich know there what you are able to  
do.  The school provides tables for all the displays so 
you don’t need to worry about supporting your 
equipment.  Electricity is also available, but we need 
to bring our own extension cords. 

 

Dan Umstead, WA4LXY, sk    

Dan Umstead, WA4LXY, a member of DFMA for many 
years died January 27.  He had moved to Rock Hill, SC 
when his job took him to the Charlotte area.  A 
memorial service was held Saturday, February 15th 
at Pleasant Green United Methodist Church in 
Durham, NC, where he was a member. 
 
Dan was born March 23, 1943 in Durham, NC and 
was the son of the late Daniel Holloway and Jean 
Harris Umstead. He was a graduate of Durham High 
School and Campbell University. Dan retired from 
Transport Clearings East, where he was a computer 

engineer. He was a Ham Radio Operator with the 
callsign “WA4LXY”. 
 
Dan is survived by daughters, Lauren Umstead of 
Charlotte and 
Angela DeHart 
and husband, 
Greg of Indian 
Trail; 
grandchildren, 
Bailey, Lexi, 
Jack and Justin; 
and by his 
dearly loved 
Chihuahua, 
“Prissy”. 
 
In lieu of 
flowers, the 
family suggests 
memorial 
contributions 
be made to The 
Alzheimer’s Association, 3800 Shamrock Drive, 
Charlotte, NC 28215 or www.alz.org/northcarolina/ 
 

- Charlie, NC4CD and Good Shepherd Funeral 
Home, Indian Trail, NC 

 

Ham Bio - Dee Ramm, KU4GC 

My start in ham radio probably had a different 
impetus from yours.  It all started when my son Karl, 
N1XPB, gave me an HT for Christmas in 1996.  He had 
recently taken his first full-time job, working at MIT 
in computing, and had gotten his license and become 
involved with the ham club there. 
 

Well, what do you do with an HT? Not much unless 
you get a license.  So, over Christmas vacation I (and 
not to be left out) my daughter studied the manuals 
and Morse code.  I had the advantage that I had 
learned Morse code in Boy Scouts and, while never 
having used it, I also had never forgotten it and knew 
it in a paper and pencil sort of way.  Of course, that is 
different from listening and copying.  I also had a 
background in physics, so none of the science stuff 
was new to me. Anyway, the next local VE session 
was the 2nd Saturday in February (a familiar 
pattern?) and I passed my Novice and Tech exams 
and 5wpm code. So I was off and running at the 
Tech+ level with the call KF4OZX.  At that session a 
five year old girl passed her Novice exam and I got to 
know Dave, N2MLU (now W4SAR) .  My daughter 
also earned her Tech license and the call KF4PAB.  
We quickly got involved with OCRA and OCRA 
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Fun in the MCU at Creekside 
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breakfasts and the  DFMA.  My wife, MK, not wanting 
to be left out soon earned her Tech and the call 
KF4SUF.  That call did not sit too well, so she changed 
to the more descriptive W4MKR. 

 

Somewhere in that time frame, Dewey, WA4AHR, 
invited me to join him in putting up an HF antenna at 
the Phillips Middle School in Chapel HIll.  At a DFMA 
meeting dealing with J pole antennas, I ended up with 
a nicely functioning dual band antenna which, with 
my HT got me into nets on the 147.225 where Al, 
KE4IHX, was often acting as net control and we often 
had a pretty active bunch on the repeater.  Suddenly 
do-it-yourself  antennas seemed quite feasible.  A 
colleague at Duke gave me a Drake TR7 rig (long 
story) and I put up a couple of wire dipoles with a 
slingshot. So guess what happened on Monday 
nights?  We had a 10meter net on 28.360 with 
KR4UB, KM4UO, KF4PAB, KD4LLV (now K4SAR), and 
one or two others that I am not sure of right now. 
 

Meanwhile, I kept moving with the testing.  In April I 
passed 13wpm code and passed the General and 
Advanced tests and, feeling that KF4OZX didn’t really 
roll off the tongue, asked for a new Advanced call-
sign and was awarded KU4GC.  I listened to code 
generated by a UNIX computer program and kept 
working on that.  I couldn't find an Extra manual 
around, so printed out the question pool and pasted 

it on 3x5 cards and learned it that way.  In August I 
hoped to get at least the Extra written exam out of 
the way and hoped to finish code up later.  To my 
surprise, I also passed the 20wpm code test.  
Fortunately, the code test consisted of 10 multiple 
choice questions and I’m a pretty good test taker (and 
very lucky).  My code copy sheet had very few words, 
mostly just letter groups and gaps, but that was 
enough.  Well, finished with that, I got into the VE 
business and have been part of Dave’s team ever 
since. 
 

I was very much involved with both the DFMA and 
OCRA.  Since Jim Langley, WB4QYY, invited me to 
come to the DFMA Board Meetings, I quickly got 
more into that side of the club and was elected Vice 
president in 1998 and president in 1999.  
Somewhere in there I also did a year as OCRA 
Secretary.  Since the DFMA did not do anything for 
Field Day at the time, we got involved with OCRA 
Field Day -- my first one was at the Grady-Brown 
School (near the “Hill”, home of the 147.225.)  There 
my daughter and I, under the tutelage of Ted, 
KE4NBB, and Dave, W4SAR, got much more 
comfortable with HF.  At subsequent Field Days, MK 
and I got more involved with providing food and 
beverages for the events. 
 

While I did a little bit of HF with the Drake TR7, an 
MFJ antenna tuner and wire dipoles, that remained 
on the back burner.  Then in 2008,  this time for my 
birthday, my kids, N1XPB and KF4PAB, gave me a 
Yaesu FT-450AT.  With a built in auto tuner, things 
suddenly got a lot easier.  I sent out and received a 

number of QSL cards   More importantly, Bruce, 
N1LN, happened.  He started talking to the clubs 
about contesting and HF.  He gave an excellent 
program on putting together his fabulous HF Station 

 
KU4GC goofing off at DurHamFest 

Image courtesy of N4SKP 
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and another one on using Logbook of the World 
(LoTW).  I went into electronic logging (Ham Radio 
Deluxe) which also provided for control of the rig.  
That and learning to play in contests made the “paper 
chase” much less tedius.  I still send out QSL card on 
request, but otherwise use LoTW.  I got my DXCC in 
that fall of 2012 and received the confirmed contacts 
for WAS last spring (but still need to send it in).   

I have always used wire dipoles for HF and built a 
two band (20, 80) fan dipole about 6 years ago.  I also 
acquired an Alpha-Delta DXCC (for free or close to 
that).  Then Steve, W3AHL, had his antenna parties 
and I built a 10, 20, 40, 80 fan dipole for my 
daughter’s station and used that as an excuse to add 
40 to my existing fan dipole.  I built another 10, 20, 
40, 80 fan dipole at Steve’s last party and with 
Dewey’s and Adriano's (KV7D) help, hope to build a 
tubular crank up/tilt tower like the one they built for 
field day. 

(This is the fourth of an ongoing series of articles to 
help everyone to get to know their fellow hams better. 
While labeled as a Bio, it is really an autobiography.  
That means you get to say what you want to. Please 
send me your bio or material I can use to write it for 
you.  I don’t want to have to put in my own again :-) 

Board Meeting Minutes 

Durham FM Association (DFMA) 
DFMA Board Meeting - 2/18/14 - KU4GC, Secretary 
Location: 1920 Front Street, Durham 
Attending: Charlie, NC4CD; Dee, KU4GC; MK, 
W4MKR; Paul, KE4OXN;  Bob, W4RWC; Skip, N4SKP; 
Pete, K4PHS; Dave, W4SAR; Karen, KD4YJZ;  Dan, 
KR4UB; Michael, KE4EIB 

President - Skip, N4SKP, called the meeting to order 
at 7:00pm.   

The 11/19/13 Board minutes and the 12/3/13, 
1/7/14, and 2/4/14 Meeting minutes were approved 
as distributed with the correction that Dave’s “Field 
Day Coordinator” call be changed from NC4CD to 
W4SAR in the 2/4 minutes [a copy and paste error].   

REPORTS 

Vice President - Michael, KK4EIB 
There was praise for bringing Krish, W4VKU, for a 
“great program”.  Michael proposed a “Show and Tell” 
program for March.  Other possible programs on deck 
are: 1. The RDU communications director.  2. The 
MCNC microwave coordinator for NC.  3. The Durham 
communications director who runs the 911 System. 

Treasurer - MK, W4MKR  

Current members: 53 are paid up so far for this year. 
MK also requested approval to make the $50 club 
memorial gift for Derek Tattersall.  This was 
approved unanimously. 

Secretary - Dee, KU4GC 
Dee noted that he was still looking for “Ham Bios” for 
the Link.  Thanks to Dan, KR4UB; Karen, KD4YJZ, and 
Charlie, NC4CD for sending in theirs. 

He is still planning to order a small DFMA banner for 
publicity use such as hamfests and field day. 

Dee reported that we had received a gift of older 
radio stuff from Banks Anderson, W4OFZ, and he 
hoped to sell it at RARSFEST (4/19).   He had already 
sold a transformer to Wilson, W4BOH, for $10.   Dee 
proposed to rent a DFMA club table for $18 which 
will be adjacent to two OCRA club tables.  This 
proposal was approved unanimously. 

Field Day Coordinator - Dave, W4SAR 
Dave reported that our Field day ranking had gone 
from #6 nationally to #5 because some errors were 
discovered in the original ranking.   

There still has not been any feedback from OE 
Enterprises for next year.  There is some interest in 
putting Hog Day there and/or the old race track for 
the weekend before Field Day.  That should not have 
an effect. 

The construction site is gone, so we should have 
much more room.  Lad, W4ORD, will contact the 
appropriate landlord for permission to use that. 

Hamfest Chair - Paul, KE4OXN 
Paul reported that the application and deposit for the 
Little River Community Complex have been sent.  
Linda, KF4LJZ, is on board to repeat as vendor chair.  
The ARRL has been notified.  Paul also noted that Dee 
had updated the web site.  Dave, W4SAR, agreed to 
staff the VE session. The date for your calendar is 
5/24! 

Repeater Manager - Charlie, NC4CD 
Charlie reported that we were still waiting on 
Thompson’s lawyers to get the Hillsborough lease 
renewed.  The sentiment of the Board was: Charlie is 
the expert in this domain.  Trust him to know how to 
handle it. 
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NEW BUSINESS 

Rich, KD6VK, was again asking for support for the 
Creekside Elementary School Science Fair.  We 
have provided that in the last three years and have 
had the MCU there.  It was moved that we again 
authorize the use of the MCU there this year, 
providing that Rich finds sufficient volunteers and an 
MCU driver is drafted.  This was passed unanimously 
and Dee agreed to send Rich email with that support 
and the requirement that he recruit sufficient 
volunteers. 

There was a similar question about supporting a 
similar Efland Cheeks Elementary School event.  
There is yet time to deal with that since it was 
postponed due to bad weather. 

Dee noted that Paul, KE4OXN, had recently acquired 
some nice (unused but stale dated)  72AH 12 volt 
batteries that he was selling for $50 apiece.  Dan, 
KR4UB, had already bought some and rated them as 
excellent, better than the used ones we generally 
have access to.  Dee noted that the MCU batteries 
were shot and that backup batteries on “The Hill” 
were getting old and that we might need some at the 
TV Hill site.  Dee felt it was important to bring this up 
before Paul sold them at hamfests.  After some 
discussion it was deemed we could use all of Paul’s 
remaining stock of 9 batteries.  The purchase was 
unanimously approved. 

Meeting adjourned. 

Club Meeting Minutes 

Durham FM Association (DFMA) 
DFMA Meeting - 2/4/14 - KU4GC Secretary 

Location: Bullock’s BBQ, Durham 
Attending:Dewey, WA4AHR; Wilson, W4BOH; Mike, 
KK4BPH; Dick, KK4CCX; Charlie, NC4CD; Terry, 
WD4CEE; Justin, KD4CPM;  Dan, KK4DMS;  Dee, 
KU4GC; MK, W4MKR; Rhett, KE4HIH; Joanna, 
KE4QOZ; Roy, WA2JLW; Tony, K1OC; Banks, W4OFZ; 
Tim, KJ4OLI; Tucker, KK4UNZ; Jim, WA4OPI; Gail; 
Lad, W4ORD; Jim, KB4OT; Paul, KE4OXN; Lowell, 
KK4PH; Ken, KI4QXY; Bill, KI4RAN; Prez; Kitty; Bob, 
W4RWC; Skip, N4SKP; Alan, KI4TRD; Dan, KR4UB; 
Don, KE4UVJ; Krish, W4VKU; Roger, KS4VX; Dave, 
NA4VY; Paul, N2XZF;  Jim, WB4YYY; Sue, KA4AVM; 
Cameron, KF5ZVA; 
A total of 39 attending, 36 of them  hams. 

President - Skip, N4SKP, called the meeting to order 
at 7:00 pm and opened the activities with the 
traditional self introductions.   

REPORTS 

Vice President - Michael, KK4EIB 
was not able to attend. 

Treasurer - MK, W4MKR  

Members: 48 in good standing (who had paid 2014 
dues by the end of the meeting) 

Secretary - Dee, KU4GC 
He announced a VE Testing session on the coming 
Saturday, 2/8, 10am at the Orange County EOC.  
Exam fees are still $15.  There also is an OCRA 
meeting the next Monday, 2/10, 7pm, also at the 
Orange County EOC. 

Field Day Coordinator - Dave, W4SAR 
was not able to attend.  However he sent the 
secretary email with the following items. 
- There were some errors in the ARRL report on Field
Day 2013 and that have now been corrected.  This
resulted in the OCRA/DFMA effort’s move from #6 in
the nation (out of over 2000 entries) to #5.
- Dave and Lad, W4ORD, have been talking about
getting the same site at OE Enterprises that we used
last year.  This request will be put to the OE Board.
There appears to be a request for the weekend before
Field Day from a private individual who is trying to
keep Hog Day “alive” after Hillsborough decided not
to hold it.  It is hoped that this request will not
interfere with our request.   The site should be better
than last year because the fenced-off construction
site has been removed which could give us a lot more
space.

Repeater Manager - Charlie, NC4CD 
He is still waiting for the landowner's lawyers 
regarding the lease renewal for “The Hill”. 

Hamfest Captain - Paul, KE4OXN 
Things are moving along on DurHamFest 
preparation.  Put 5/24/14 on your calendar. 

Door Prizes 
Dan, KK4DMS, won a box of chocolate fudge donated 
by Jean Eddleman (xyl of Dan, KR4UB).  Thanks Jean!  
Lowell, KK4PH, won a leather hole punch, and 
Cameron, KF5ZVA, won a high intensity Led 
flashlight.   

Program: DXpeditions 
By Krishna K. Kanakasapapathi, W4VKU 
Krish, W4VKU, was the primary force for organizing 
the VU7AG DXpedition this previous November and 
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December 2013 to the Lakshadweep Islands.   He 
gave an extremely interesting  view of the logistical 
and administrative  sides of organizing the 
Ladshadweep DXpedition.  Working in another 
country means there are many regulations, 
authorizations, certifications to deal with at various 
levels from the top government levels down to the 
local.  Then there are the many physical transport 
and finally installation tasks to deal with.  He also 
showed some of the work going into setting up 
appropriate antennas under less than ideal 
circumstances (including, late or missing coax and 6’ 
tides). Krish  gave everyone an appreciation for how 
much work goes into a DXpedition. 

Meeting adjourned. 

Buy – Sell – Trade 

Wanted: Dead Microwave Ovens 
I can use dead/dying/unwanted microwave ovens.  
The power transformers can be used for power 
supply construction.  Thanks. 
Wilson – W4BOH 

For Sale: High Quality Coax (Group Buy) Radio  
It looks like I’m getting set to do another bulk buy of 
coax.  We can get LMR-400 equivalent for about 50 
cents/ft. and an RG-8X equivalent for about 45 
cents/ft.  Prices are not exact, but are way less than 
typical in small quantities.   

Ordering will likely be early-mid next week, so let me 
know what you want.  To get this great deal, when it 
arrives you will have to come to my house and coil off 
your order...too much work for me to do alone.  I have 
a 300’ tape, so measuring is no probolem. 

We can also get connectors, crimp and solder, and 
good heavy shrink tubing.  When you tell me how 
much you want, you are committed.  I don’t want to 
be stuck with a bunch of coax. 
Wilson–W4BOH   infomet at embarqmail dot com 

Upcoming Events (dfma.org for details) 

2/1   8:30am Richmond Frost Fest 
3/4    6pm DFMA Meeting, Bullock’s BBQ 
3/10    7pm VE Session, Orange County EOC 
3/10    7pm OCRA Meeting, Orange County EOC 
3/13    6pm Creekside E S Science Fair 
3/18    7pm DFMA Board Meeting  
4/1      6pm DFMA Meeting, Bullock’s BBQ (really!) 

Web Site: dfma.org

73 - Dee, KU4GC, Editor 
- MK, W4MKR, Proofreader

Send copy to ku4gc@amsat.org 
Deadline: one week before the Club Meeting 
(Images and copy: KU4GC or as credited) 
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