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Next Meeting:

Tuesday, May 7, Bullock’s BBQ 6:00pm
Program: Preparing for DurHamFest 2013
By Paul, KE40OXN

The important part of Tuesday’s
program is final planning for
DurHamFest 2013. Find out how
you can help make our hamfest a
success. There are many ways you
can help, starting with late Friday
afternoon/evening setup. Other
opportunities to pitch in include
helping with the parking,
providing Talk-In from the MCU,
helping at the DFMA Club Table,
helping prepare and sell food,
helping at the VE session, and
finally, helping to break down and
clean up. Also part of early
morning setup and afternoon
breakdown can include helping
some of the vendors unload and
load. Without the vendors, it
wouldn’t be much of a hamfest. We
need your help!

Hamfest planning should use up

just a part of our meeting time, so

there might be some time for some Show & Tell. If
you've got something new or different handy, there
may be some time for you.

DurHamFest 2013 - Almost Here

The essentials are:

39th Annual DurHamFest
Saturday, May 25, 2013
8:00 am - 2:00 pm
VE Testing -- Cash & Radio Prizes -- Food
Admission: $5.00
Tailgating: $5.00
Indoor Tables (6 foot): $10.00
Indoor Space (no table): $8.00
Talk-In: 147.225+ (backup 145.450-)
Little River Community Complex
8307 N. Roxboro Rd.(Hwy US 501 N.),
Bahama, NC

For a DurHamPFest Flyer see the Club web site:
dfma.org (click on DurHamFest and then the PDF at
the top right.) Pass a few around!

Tailgating — DurHamFest 2012

President’s Corner

Fellow DFMA members: | will be looking forward to
seeing many of you at our May meeting, May 7th at
Bullock’s Bar-B-Que. There will be a great feast at 6
PM, and the meeting at 7:00. The final preparations for
the DurHamFest will be the main topic of the meeting.
See you next week!

73, Bob WARWC

Have | Paid My Dues?

You can now find the answer to that question on the
DFMA web site: dfma.org Click on Membership at
the top to get to the right page. Scroll down a bit to get
to the heading: “List of DFMA Members (and recent
members)”. Below that you will find a list of call signs,
ordered by call-sign suffix, followed by the date through
which dues have been paid. (If you are not in the list,
then it’s been a while.)

If you find that you are in arrears, then scroll back up a
bit and you can find a link to the membership form all
ready to print. Mail it in or better yet, bring it and
yourself to the next DFMA meeting at Bullock’s.
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DBJ Electronics has been a faithful vendor
and provides many of the things you
expect. If you need coax, they have it. If
you need a new mobile antenna or a
better one for your HT, they have it. They
also provide a nice selection of Ham
publications and are dealers for Alinco
radios. And, in the most recent years, they
have been a very convenient source of
Wouxun and Baofeng HT’s.

AC & DC Electronics has been another
faithful supporter of our and other NC
hamfests. They have a huge supply of
parts that are often just what you need to
finish that special project. They also have
a nice selection of gadgets to add to your
workbench collection.

\

do you like?

Of course we are thankful for the other
vendors who support our hamfest. And, if
you are there helping us set up and break
down, it wouldn’t hurt to offer to give them a hand as

What style B

It keeps on ticking - Not!

Last year at DurHamFest, | happened to be at the DBJ well

table when someone brought in a Wouxun radio that

had seen better days. I don’t think he was seriously Club Meeting Minutes

trying to cash in on the warranty. (It does not cover

acts of cooking.) Durham FM Association (DFMA)

DFMA Meeting - 4/2/13 - KU4GC Secretary

Location: Bullock’s BBQ, Durham
Support DurHamFest Vendors Attending: Dewey, WA4AHR; Wilson, W4BOH; Mike,

Hamfest can be many things to many people. KK4BPH:; Dick,

Tailgating, Club Tables, BT N e W KK4CCX; Charlie,
and the many other Sl T 4 NC4CD; Terry,
persons trying to sell (or WDA4CEE,; Justin,

give away!) something are KD4CPM:; Dan,
all part of the scene.

: ‘ o ) b i KK4DMS; Adriano,
However, there are 8 7\ R oo (RS KV/7D); Dave.
several larger vendors ‘ % ‘ =7 S . WA4DJK; Heath,

that support DurHamFest
and some of the smaller
hamfests in North
Carolina that deserve our
special thanks. These
vendors can be counted on
to provide certain basic
items that you hope to
find when you go to a

KD4DNX; Michael,
KK4EIB; Dee,
KU4GC; MK,
W4MKR; Wayne,
KJ4GDW; Rhett,
KE4HI; Joanna,
KE4QOZ; Roy,
WAZ2]JLW,; Bruce,
N1LN; Laurie,

hamfest. Sure, you might / o N1YXU; Duke,
find it from a tailgater, but AC&DC Electronics in the front with DBJ at the back wall. K2MZ; Nancy,
then again, you might not. WB2MOM,; Jim,
That includes connectors, basic parts, wire, and cable. KG4NEL; JR, KG4ANNT; Mark, KJ4NPF; Jim, WA4OPI;
It’s also nice to know that someone will be selling Lad, W4ORD; Jim, KB4OT; Paul, KE4OXN; Lowell,

HT’s, and mobile rigs. KK4PH; Pete, K4PHS; Ken, KI4QX]; Bill, KI4RAN; Pres;
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Bob, W4RW(C; Joshua; Dave, W4SAR; Karen, KD4Y]Z;
Skip, N4SKP; Steve, W1ST; Dan, KR4UB; Don,
KE4UVJ; Rich, KD6VK; Sam, KJ4VWG; Jim, KC4ZWS;
A total of 45 attending, 43 of them hams.

(Before the meeting officially started, Dee, KU4GC
distributed the current inventory from the KC4JGI
gift (after RARSfest sales) and asked people to make
bids on the remaining items.)

President - Bob, W4RWoC, called the meeting to order
at 7:00 pm.

REPORTS

Vice President - Michael, KK4EIB
Nothing to report.

Secretary - Dee, KU4GC

Dee gave a preliminary report on the RARSfest sales
stating that well more than $350 had been collected.
Since OCRA and DFMA shared tables, there was still
some confusion as to who sold what but he was
getting close to the final tallies. Meanwhile, he asked
people to make bids so that he could unload the rest
as soon as possible (without is buying all the
remaining items with $1 bids).

Treasurer - MK, W4MKR

Members: 70 in good standing (who had paid 2013
dues by the end of the meeting)

Repeater Manager - Charlie, NC4CD

Charlie reported that the group to program the
repeater controller for the equipment that will end
up at TV hill had met.

Charlie also said that he had called the Langleys to
see how things were going. Sue, KA4AVM, had
broken her shoulder and now has had surgeries, so
progress has been very slow.

Field Day Coordinator - Dave, W4SAR

Dave announced that he was getting band captain
assignments finalized. Steve, W3AHL, volunteered to
become the band captain for 80m phone. He still
needs a co-captain for 20m phone.

Hamfest Captain - Paul, KE4OXN
Paul said there was nothing new at this time.
However, put May 25th on your calendar.
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Door Prizes
Heath, KD4DNX, won a Gerber multi-tool and Don,
KE4UV], won a Black and Decker parts box.

Program: Voice of America Site Visit

Dan Eddleman, KR4UB, and Wayne Estabrooks,
KJ4GDW, presented a program on their visit to the
Voice of America site in eastern NC. Wayne took
pictures and Dan recorded video. Dan did the editing
to produce the actual program and both Wayne and
Dan did additional narration and answered lots of
questions. This is the sole remaining active site in
North America and is Site B of three in Eastern NC.
Site B includes necessary administrative office space.

The overwhelming impression was the incredible
scale. A few fragments from the talk are given below
to give a sense of the presentation:

The system was designed in the 40’s, built in the 50’s,
and operation was funded in the 60’s. Remaining are
40 antennas supporting 9 bands. The transmitters
typically send at half power at 250kW. There are 45
miles of open wire feedline. One line is a mile long
and has less than 1dB loss. Thereisa 60’ x 150’
building to contain the switches that allow specific
transmitters to connect to the desired antennas.

Meeting adjourned.

Board Meeting Minutes

Durham FM Association (DFMA)
Board Meeting - 4/16/13 - KU4GC, Secretary
Location: 1920 Front Street, Durham
Attending: Charlie, NC4CD; Dee, KU4GC; MK,
W4MKR; Bob, W4RWC; Skip, N4SKP; Michael,
KK4EIB; Karen, KD4Y]Z; Dave, W4SAR; Sam,
KJ4VWG; Lowell, KK4PH

President - Bob, W4RWC, called the meeting to order
at 7:00pm.

REPORTS

Vice President - Michael, KK4EIB
No report.

Treasurer - MK, W4MKR

Current members: 71 are paid up so far for this year.
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Secretary - Dee, KU4GC
The 3/19/13 Board minutes and the 4/2/13 Meeting
minutes were approved as distributed.

Dee also confirmed the email disposition of the
request from John Snellen, AI4RT, to use the .225
repeater for public service events 5/25,7/27 and
8/3. We turned down the request for 5/25 because
of DurHamFest talk-in but suggested the use of our
Hillsborough 444.450+ instead. [AI4RT later agreed
to use this alternate repeater on 5/25 as suggested.]

Repeater Manager - Charlie, NC4CD

The programming for the controller destined for TV
Hill is proceeding. The programming team consists
of Lowell, KK4PH; Adriano, KV7D; and Michael,
KK4EIB.

DurHamFest

Michael, KK4EIB, will sell advance tickets at meetings
of other clubs (as he did last year.) Dee, KU4GC, will
target the OCRA meeting.

Bob, WARWC, MK, W4MKR; and Dee, KU4GC
confirmed that hamfest food would be handled like
the last few years with Dee and MK buying the food
and beverages, providing the grill, and basically
handling logistics. Bob and Wilson, and Michael,
KK4EIB would share in the on-site prep, cooking and
sales.

The main program for the next DFMA meeting, May 7,
will be devoted to DurHamFest.

Field Day Coordinator - Dave, W4SAR

Dave reported that Lad, W40RD, had agreed to co-
captain 20 meters. There will be an on-site meeting
on Saturday morning, 4/27, for Band-captains (and
any other interested parties) to work out any space
problems and to let band-captains express their
preferred locations. The availability of the Piedmont
Electric Bucket Truck has not been confirmed yet.

Dave, W4SAR reported that Dan, KR4UB, found that
insurance for the event led him to explore other
vendors. He has decided to switch OCRA to the ARRL
sponsored insurance company with a resulting
reduction in fees and access to a company that seems
to “understand” ham-related issues. Dee commented
that the DFMA should consider switching as well
since the cost definitely seems lower than the current
DFMA policy.

ARES

Lowell, KK4PH, is trying to organize a meeting for
ARES at the American Red Cross. He is also trying to
identify possible candidates for the Durham ARES EC.
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MCU
Lowell noted that the MCU had worked well at the
Creekside Elementary School Science Fair.

OLD BUSINESS

Dee, KU4GC gave a progress report on selling the
items from the KCZ4]GI Gift. Pre RARS sales were
$134, RARS sales were $367 (less $18 for tables),
sales at the last DFMA meeting and after were $124.
This gives us a to-date net of $589. Dee proposed to
close things out, giving DFMA members one last
chance to bid. This might mean that some lots sold
for as little as $1. The group consensus was to go
ahead with this and that it was not worth a lot of
effort to drag it out for the possible gain of a few
dollars. [Present bids for the remaining items add up
to roughly $100.]

Skip, N4SKP, reported that he was having trouble
finding suitable vendors for hats with embroidered
DFMA logos. He will keep on the lookout for ideas
and is open to suggestions.

NEW BUSINESS

Skip, N4SKP, suggested that we consider moving the
9pm DFMA Thursday Night Net to an earlier time. It
was noted that the OCRA 10 Meter SSB Net is very
successful at 8pm. The impact on the ARES net which
currently meets 30 minutes earlier should also be
considered. Itwas agreed that there would be
further discussion during the upcoming nets and at
the next club meeting.

Meeting adjourned.

Buy - Sell - Trade

W4NNE Estate Sale

- Collins 75A4 Receiver Excellent condition with
original manual SN 4245 $1000

- Collins 30L1 Amplifier Wing Label with manual
$700

- MF] HF/VHF SWR Analyzer with manual $175

- Kenwood TS850S Transceiver with ext. speaker and
power supply. All manuals no Mic $500

- Henry 3k Amplifier with manual (Still in Georgia)
pictures available

For more info contact Sid, W4QWM at
sedwards11@nc.rr.com
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New Coax Deal

[ now have another vendor, endorsed by a user on
Towertalk, which will get us 1000 feet for 50cents/ft,
delivered. Their specs are the same as LMR-400.

[ don’t really need much at all, but will bankroll an
order IF people speak for most of it. Let me know...
Wilson - W4BOH

Beach House for Rent

My wife and I do not rent our beach house on a
regular basis. We have talked it over and since the
HAMs in the area have been so helpful to me [ would
like to show my gratitude. If anyone in your club is
interested in going to the beach for a vacation please
contact me for more details.

Steve Bartis - KIMAR steve.bartis@duke.edu

Wanted: Dead Microwave Ovens

[ can use dead/dying/unwanted microwave ovens.
The power transformers can be used for power
supply construction. Thanks.

Wilson - W4BOH
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Upcoming Events (dfma.org for details)

5/7 6pm DFMA Meeting, Bullock’s BBQ

5/13 7pm OCRA Meeting, Orange County EOC
5/13 7pm VE Testing, Orange County EOC
5/21 7pm DFMA Board Meeting, NC4CD Offices
5/25 8am DurHamFest, Little River Comm. Ctr.
5/25 10am VE Testing, at DurHamFest, LRCC
6/4 6pm DFMA Meeting, Bullock’s BBQ

73 - Dee, KU4GC, editor

Send copy to ku4gc@amsat.org

Deadline: one week before the Club Meeting
(Images courtesy of KU4GC or as credited)

Web Site: dfma.org
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