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Newsletter of the Durham FM Association 

June  2012 

Next Meeting:  
Tuesday, June 5 
Bullock’s BBQ   6:00pm 
Program: Field Day Planning  
 
Dave, W4SAR, our Field Day Coordinator will present 
the latest plans for Field Day 2012.  He will show the 
layout of the site and the proposed locations of the 
antennas – placed to minimize interference. 
 
Field Day will, again, be held at Blackwood Farms in 
Orange County, jointly with the Orange County Radio 
Amateurs (OCRA).  Remember that last year this 
collaboration brought us scores that ranked us 6th in the 
US.  Dave is seeing if we can’t do even better this year. 
 

President’s Corner 
Fellow Hams:  Another successful DurHamFest is over 
for this year...thanks to all who helped make it a success.  
Now we have Field Day to look forward to.  We will 
hear much about it at our June meeting.  I hope to see 
you all at Bullock's, next week. 
-73, Bob W4RWC 
 

DurHamFest  Prizes - and the 
Winner Is: 
There are lots of reasons to go to a hamfest.  Most hams 
would say, it’s to meet old friends, to pick up that 
bargain, to buy some coax, and in the case of 
DurHamFest, to get some great food from the grill.  
Thank you Wilson, W4BOH, and Michael, KK4EIB 
(and others)!   
 
However, another tradition that we still maintain is that 
of having prizes.  And there were some winners.  Don, 
KE4UVJ, started things off by winning the $50 early 
drawing prize Friday night.  (Don, are you sure you 
don’t want to give a cut to the person who lent you the 
money to buy that ticket? -)  Then, during the morning, 
there were several donated gift certificates for ARRL 
literature and a certificate for a free copy of the N3FJP 
logging software.  There was also the 50/50 raffle to 
raise money for the MCU which was won by Dennis, 
N4QM.  Finally, we get to the grand prizes: two 
Wouxun KG-UV2D dual band HT’s.  One was won by 
Dev, AI4WT.  You may remember that Dev wrote an 
article for QST last year. The other HT was won by John 
L, not a ham.  One always worries a bit when something 
like this goes to a person without a license.  However, 
when I delivered the radio, I met John and his two teen-
age sons.  We chatted a while and I demoed the radio (I 

have two just like it).  With the interest shown (and 
John’s going to DurHamFest), I got the feeling that we 
have three potential new hams right there.  So, we may 
all be winners.                   - Dee, KU4GC  
 
DFMA Technician License Class  
Last Saturday was the big day for the attendees of the 
Technician License Class.  While the results were not 
perfect, the class did very well. 
 

In the picture above, Joe and sons Will, Ben and Adam 
pose after passing their Technician exams.  I know that 
Lowell was very proud. Do you want to guess what is in 
the blue Wouxun bag from dBj Electronics? 
 
Field Day is almost Upon Us! 
Friday, June 22nd  through Sunday,June 24th  is Field Day 
weekend.  Please join us!  You can spend as little or as 
much time as you like.  If you haven't come before, it's 
worth coming just to see the scale of the operation.  Nine 
stations are planned!  Our web site, dfma.org, has 
pictures from last year and some of the info given below. 
  
Actual, on-the-air, Field Day operations will start 
Saturday, June 23 at 2:00pm and will continue through 
2:00pm Sunday, June 24. 
 
This year we are again joining OCRA for a joint Field 
Day. The location is the site of the future New Hope 

 
Waiting for their callsigns. 
Picture courtesy of N4SKP  
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Park. It is located on the West side of NC86 just north of 
the intersection with New Hope Church Rd, 
Hillsborough (near New Hope Elementary School).  
There is a map on the DFMA web site (www.dfma.org), 
which you can reach by clicking Field Day on the menu 
and then clicking on the map link near the bottom of the 
page. 
Setup: 
Setup is going to begin on Friday, June 24 starting no 
earlier than 2:00pm.  Some people will show up in the 
late afternoon, more will come by in the evening.  Some 
assistance in getting everything set up is always 
appreciated.  Additional setup and final testing will 
happen on Saturday morning. 

Operation: 
You can come and help operate radios throughout this 
whole 24 hour operating period.  If you haven't already 
volunteered to help out, please consider doing so. 
Food: 
For Saturday dinner and Sunday breakfast, food will be 
provided.  For that we charge $5 per person per meal 
(all-you-can-eat). Dinner consists of burgers (beef, 
veggie, salmon), hot dogs, condiments, slaw, and chips 
and some cookies.  Breakfast consists of pancakes and 
sausage, maple syrup, and coffee and a bit of milk, 
orange juice, etc. 
Drinks: 
We also provide soft drinks and bottled water Friday 
evening and from Saturday morning to the end.  There is 
no charge for that (it's covered by those who pay for 
meals).  Of course you're welcome to bring any food you 
like. You are on your own for Saturday lunch and 
Sunday lunch (if you can still eat after the breakfast-).  
Fast food is not too far away, but much too far to walk. 
Camping: 
Some people will bring camping gear and stay for all or 
most of the weekend.  Others will come and go as their 
schedule permits.  Do remember that it is summer in 

North Carolina. You should bring sun-screen, hats, and 
whatever you need to handle lots of sun and heat.  Insect 
repellent may also be useful. Drink lots of water! 
HF Operation: 
Note that you do not need HF privileges (General or 
higher) to operate.  We will be operating as W4UNC and 
all operation will be under the "supervision" of operators 
with HF privileges.  This is a good time to try things out 
if you are licensed as a Tech. 
  
Come out and join in the fun!  Come and meet some of 
those OCRA folks (there are a few who aren't also 
DFMA members)!  We were #6 in the nation last year.  
Let’s improve on that!  We look forward to seeing you 
there! 
 

Club Meeting Minutes 
Durham FM Association (DFMA) 

DFMA Meeting - 5/1/12 - KU4GC Secretary 

Location: Bullock’s BBQ, Durham 
Attending:  Dewey, WA4AHR; Wilson, W4BOH; 
Mike, KK4BPH; Terry, WD4CEE; Charlie, NC4CD; 
Dee, KU4GC; MK, W4MKR; Wayne, KJ4GDW; Rhett, 
KE4HIH; Joanna, KE4QOZ; Gary, AK4IH;  Linda, 
KF4LJZ; Mark, KJ4NPF; Lad, W4ORD; Jim, KB4OT; 
Vic, K0OUX; Paul, KE4OXN; Lowell, KK4PH;  Ken, 
KI4QXJ; Bill, KI4RAN;  Kitty; Pres;  Bob, W4RWC;  
Dick, WA2ROC; Dave, W4SAR;  Karen, KD4YJZ; 
Skip, N4SKP; Derek, KO4T;  Bryan, N3TXU;  Dan, 
KR4UB; Don, KE4UVJ; Sam, KJ4VWG;  Bill, 
KD4WNZ; Sue, KE4JYJ;  Randy, K4XRM; Wanda; 
Jim, WB4YYY; Sue, KA4AVM. 
A total of 38 attending, including 35 hams. 
 
President - Bob, W4RWC, called the business meeting 
to order at 7:00 pm and started with a round of self-
introductions. 
 
REPORTS 
 
Secretary - Dee, KU4GC 
Several announcements: 
- Strawberry Festival: Will be on Saturday, May 5, 11am 
- 4pm.  The MCU will be there.- 
- OCRA Meeting, Monday 5/14, 7:30pm Orange County 
EOC. 
- VE Session, Monday 5/14, 7:30pm Orange County 
EOC (concurrent with OCRA Meeting). 
- Tech classes (organized by Lowell, KK4PH) are 
continuing, Saturdays from 3pm-6pm at the Durham 
Mennonite Church. 
 
ARES - Randy, K4XRM, Durham County EC 
There are three new announcements on the ARES 
website (dfma.org/ares).  One dealt with the 
need for more ARES net controls 

 

 
Preliminary Site Plan – W4SAR 
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Treasurer - MK, W4MKR 
Checking $9,526.83 
CD        $10,317.24 
Total:     $19,844.07 
Members: 74 members in good standing (2012 dues paid 
by the end of the meeting) 
 
Door Prizes 
Wanda, (K4XRM XYL), won an electric, two-outlet 
timer.  Randy K4XRM, won a pair of clamp style 
locking pliers. 
 
PROGRAM (part 1) - DurHamFest Planning 
Hamfest Chair - Paul, KE4OXN 
Paul reviewed the various jobs that require people to 
help out.  There will be an early drawing for a $50 prize 
on Friday evening after setup.  This will give an extra 
chance for a prize for people helping out and anyone 
who bought advance tickets.  Joanna, KE4QOZ, 
reminded people about how the Club Table works.   Paul 
distributed flyers for the event. 
 
PROGRAM (part 2) - Show & Tell 
- Lowell, KK4PH, brought a commercial style antenna 
that he had gotten from his home town in Kansas. 
- Wilson, W4BOH, brought a tube type transceiver 
which he had repaired.  In an emergency it would 
work with only one of the two final tubes (6L6’s ?). 
- Dan, KR4UB, brought a mystery device which turned 
out to be an inertial starter for a radial aircraft motor. 
He also showed several videos showing such inertial 
starters in use starting aircraft engines.  The videos 
included audio with the characteristic whine as the 
flywheel was brought up to speed and then the sputtering 
start as the energy was transferred to the piston engines.  
(Of special technical interest is that the videos were 
shown directly from his smart phone with an adapter to 
the projector’s XVGA connector.   No lap-top computer 
was required.) 
 
Meeting adjourned. 
 
Board Meeting Minutes 

Durham FM Association (DFMA) 
Board Meeting - 5/15/12 - KU4GC Secretary 

Location: Bennett Pointe Grill, Durham   
Attending: Dee, KU4GC; MK, W4MKR; Rhett, 
KE4HIH; Joanna, KE4QOZ; Bob, W4RWC; Ken, 
KI4QXJ; Michael, KK4EIB; Wilson, W4BOH; Vic, 
K0OUX 
 
President - After attendees had dinner, Bob, W4RWC, 
called the meeting to order at 7:00pm. 
 
REPORTS 

 
Vice President - Wilson, W4BOH 
The June meeting will be mostly on Field Day Planning 
with Dave, W4SAR leading.  There may be some time 
for a short program in addition. 
 
Treasurer - MK, W4MKR 
Checking $8,912.76 
CD         $10,317.33 
Total:     $19,220.09 
Current members: 74 are paid up so far for this year. 
 
Repeater Manager - Charlie, NC4CD 
was not able to attend.  However, he sent email reporting 
that he had talked to Elmo Yancey and had gotten an 
estimate for $650 to have his crew replace the roofing on 
the shed at Hoover Road.  Lowell, KK4PH, had also 
expressed his support for this.  The Board unanimously 
supported this proposal and Elmo was notified (since he 
happened to be eating in the same restaurant).  There 
was sentiment for getting an estimate for have the siding 
on the Hillsborough shed replaced, when the Hoover 
Road job is satisfactorily completed. 
 
Secretary - Dee, KU4GC 
Minutes of the 4/17/12 Board Meeting and the 5/1/12  
Club Meeting were accepted as distributed. 
 
MCU 
Vic, K0OUX, reported on his experience at Touch A 
Truck.  He felt we need more documentation and 
instructions.  There are some labels, etc., but we need 
more.  Dee reported that at Ken’s instigation, more is 
being put on the Club website (and much is in a binder 
in the MCU).  Everyone, please help produce 
documentation and we’ll post it. 
 
Dee also reported an informal query from JR, KG4NNT, 
exploring replacing the older HF rig in the MCU with a 
much newer unit matching the newer Yaesu rig.  Dee 
supported the idea with the feeling that two identical rigs 
would make life simpler.  There was strong feeling by 
several Board members that the older rig was so much 
easier to use that, if an opportunity came along, they 
would support swapping the newer rig with one 
matching the older one. 
 
Hamfest Chair - Paul, KE4OXN 
was not able to attend.   Discussion about various tasks 
ensued.  Wilson took responsibility for getting the MCU 
there.  Vic, K0OUX, will take responsibility for Talk-In.  
Rhett, KE4HIH, will work with Bob to get his fritter 
trailer there.  It is hoped that Lowell will be able to meet 
with Dee at approximately 3pm at Hoover Road and that 
Don, KE4UVJ, might be able to assist, work schedule 
permitting.  Joanna, KE4QOZ, will take responsibility 
for the Club table.  MK, W4MKR, will head up ticket 
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sales and has received promises of assistance from at 
least one, possibly two people.  Dee and MK will deliver 
the food and grill and Wilson will head up the cooking 
and sales effort. As in past years, Dee will purchase 
some sausage biscuits from Bojangles for resale early in 
the morning.  Bob will, again, prepare and serve the Free 
Coffee (also to be purchased and delivered by MK). 
 
The Board thanked Michael, KK4EIB, for going to 
various local ham radio clubs to sell tickets in advance 
and, more importantly, raising awareness of 
DurHamFest. 
 
OLD BUSINESS 
 
Technician License Classes 
Dee reported that the class is going well.  Lowell is 
doing a great job.  With luck (one student is very 
young), we’ll have seven new hams passing their exams 
at DurHamFest. 
 
Temporary Board Meeting Location 
It was agreed that in June, we would, again, eat at 6:00 
and meet at 7:00 at the Bennett Pointe Grill.  RSVP to 
MK so that she can make the appropriate reservations.  
(This time three people came without replies.  We had 
assumed two regulars would be there.  We did need to 
pull up an extra chair to accommodate everyone.) 
 
July Club Meeting Location: 
We have made reservations to use the private room at 
Bennett Pointe Grill for the July meeting, since 
Bullock’s will be closed for vacation. 
 
NEW BUSINESS 
 
The Board agreed that the DFMA would, again, pay the 
rental price of the “porta-john” for the joint OCRA-
DFMA Field Day. 
 
Meeting adjourned. 
 

DurHamFest 2012 Gallery 
Below we present a few pictures from your hamfest. 

 

July Meeting at Bennett Pointe Grill 
This is just an early reminder that the July meeting of the 
DFMA will be at Bennett Pointe Grill (as was the case 
last year – Bullock’s is closed 2 weeks in July). 

 
Upcoming Events (dfma.org for details) 
 

6/5   6pm DFMA Meeting, Bullocks BBQ 
6/9   10am VE Testing, Orange County EOC 
6/11 7:30pm OCRA Meeting, Orange County EOC 
6/19 6pm DFM Board Meeting, Bennett Pointe Grill 
6/23 2pm--  Field Day, Blackwood Farm, OC 
6/24  –2pm  Field Day, Blackwood Farm, OC 
7/3   6pm DFM Meeting, Bennett Pointe Grill 
 
 
Buy – Sell – Trade 
Items for sale: Group Coax Buy - prices up ;-( 
We can get the LMR-400 equivalent for 80 cents/ft, 
delivered, in 1000' quantities.   
http://moonblinkwifi.com/pd_lmr400_type.cfm 
I don't need any more, but if we can get an order for 
1000' or more, I'm willing to handle it.  Contact: 
Wilson – W4BOH   infomet@embarqmail.com 
 
Wanted: Dead Microwave Ovens 
I can use dead/dying/unwanted microwave ovens.  The 
power transformers can be used for power supply 
construction.  Thanks. 
Wilson – W4BOH 
 

 
Tail-gating 

 
 

Bob, W4RWC, flipping a funnel cake 

http://moonblinkwifi.com/pd_lmr400_type.cfm
mailto:infomet@embarqmail.com
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W4B 
73 - Dee, KU4GC, editor 
Send copy to ku4gc@amsat.org 
Deadline: one week before the Club Meeting 
(Photos KU4GC or as credited) 
 
Web Page: dfma.org 
 

 
Serious business: Terry, WD4CEE; Dewey, WA4AHR; 

Steve, W3AHL; Vic, K0OUX; Lad, W4ORD 
Picture courtesy of W4SKP 

 
Robert, N4ZAK & Jackie, KD4OFG, 

staffing the OCRA table 

 
The food team: Michael, KK4EIB & Wilson, W4BOH 

Picture courtesy of W4SKP 
 

mailto:ku4gc@amsat.org

