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Next Meeting: 

Tuesday, March 5, Bullock’s BBQ 6:00pm 
Program: Show and Tell 
By YOU 

It's been a while since we dedicated a 
full meeting to show and tell. It's always 
very popular and interesting. 
Bring something of interest to hams and 
be prepared to spend about 5 minutes 
talking about it. Maybe you got an 
interesting Christmas present. That's 
fair game. 
Projects, techniques, experiences with 
equipment, reports of successes, reports 
of instructive failures, kits, and home-
brews, all sound good. Use your 
imagination and share! 

President’s Corner 

Fellow DFMA Members:  I am looking 

forward to seeing many of you at Bullock's 

next week.  The program that is planned 

for the meeting will be a Show-N' Tell, 

and we invite you to bring anything you 

would like to show that is radio related, 

and you know other hams will enjoy hearing about. 

On March 21st, we will be promoting our hobby to 

youngsters at Creekside Elementary.  We hope to have 

the MCU there again and will be setting up a table or 

two inside.  If you have anything you think would be of 

interest and could bring it, please come and join us.  It 

will be in conjunction with their annual Science Fair that 

will run from 6:00 to 8:00 PM.  See our website for 

further details. 

See you next week. 

- 73, Bob W4RWC

Randy McCray, K4XRM, sk 

Randy, K4XRM, passed away unexpectedly in his 
sleep on Tuesday, February 5th.  The funeral was 
held in Jamestown, NY, on Sunday, February 10.  
Randy was a long time DFMA member and led the 
Durham County ARES group as its Emergency 
Coordinator.  He and his cheerful demeanor will be 
missed by all that got to know him. 

Below is most of a biography taken from the web site 
of the Lind Funeral Home in Jamestown, NY. 

Randy W. McCray, 57, of Durham, NC, formerly of 
Jamestown, passed away unexpectedly Tuesday 
February 5, 2013 in his home.  He was born May 6, 

1955 in Jamestown 
the son of Donald H. 
and Phyliss S. 
Ehrhart McCray. 
Randy was a 1973 
graduate of 
Southwestern 
Central High School 
and attended 
Edinboro University 
where he 
participated in 
marching band and 
sang with Up With 
People. He worked 
as a 911 Dispatcher 
for the City of 
Jamestown while 
attending JCC. He 
received his nursing 
degree from 
Jamestown 
Community College 
and moved to 

Kentucky where he worked as a charge nurse at 
Whitesburg Appalachian Regional Hospital.  
Returning to Jamestown, he worked as a Registered 
Nurse at WCA Hospital in the Intensive Care Unit and 
the Emergency Department. He was instrumental in 
establishing the Alstar and Starflight programs, 
serving as Operations Manager.  He was also 
coordinator of the Lifeline program and served on 
the New York State EMS Council for ten years.  Randy 
was a dedicated volunteer fireman, serving with the 
Celoron Fire Department as a New York State 
Certified EMT and as President. 

After moving to Durham, he continued to be active 
with the Parkwood Fire Department.  For 20 years, 
he worked at Durham Regional Hospital as a 
Registered Nurse and recently as a Resource Nurse 
with Labcorp of United Healthcare. He was an 
Amateur Radio Operator and member of the Durham 
County Weather Spotters. 

Surviving besides his father of Lakewood are, his 
wife, Wanda Schrader McCray whom he married 
September 4, 1976; a brother, Rex (Micki) McCray of 
Jamestown; three sisters, Rynda McCray and Rissy 

Randy, K4XRM, in an ARES sponsored Red 

Cross class in 2010 
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(Michael) Viglione, both of Erie, PA; Robyn McCray of 
Elizabeth, CO; a niece, Shannon (Bryan) Olson of 
Jamestown; and nephew, Michael (Ryan) McCray of 
Chicago, IL.  He was preceded in death by his mother 
on February 26, 2007. 
 

Memorials may be made to the Volunteer Fire 
Department of your choice.   
 

 (The DFMA has made its traditional gift of $50 to the 
Parkwood Volunteer Fire Department in Randy’s 
memory.  Note that Parkwood allows us to park the 
MCU at one of their stations.) 
 

Creekside Science Fair – Help! 

We have been invited to participate in the Creekside 
Elementary School Science Fair again.  This year it 
will be held on Thursday, March 21, from 6pm to 
8pm.  The goal is to have six to eight hams present to 
demonstrate and inform students and their parents 
about radio communications and ham radio.  At the 
March meeting, let us know if you can help out 

 

New Field Day Site 

Pending matters of liability insurance coverage, it 
looks like we have selected the site for the joint 
OCRA/DFMA Field Day operation for 2013. It will be 
the field next to OE Enterprises, 348 Elizabeth Brady 
Road in Hillsborough.  The other site we would have 
had available was Blackwood Farm, the one we are 
familiar with over the past few years. The broadcast 

site in Durham fell out as a candidate due to non-
responsiveness by the site owners. 
 

The OE site won out for several reasons: 
- The field has been used for car shows, so leaving 
vehicles in place is not a problem. There are also two 
paved parking lots immediately adjacent. 
- It is the highest ground in the immediate area, the 
land falls away beyond the field to the old 
Occoneechee Raceway. 
- No residences nearby, the only power lines are 300 
feet away from the FD site itself. 
- There are trees lining two sides of the field we can 
use for wire antenna anchors, we are likely still in 
Piedmont Electric’s service area, so we can still get 
the bucket truck if available. 
- The ground is level and firm, good for tower raising. 
- One of our members who is wheelchair bound 
visited and found easy access, unlike Blackwood 
Farm. 
- Current open space is 250 feet by 300 feet on the 
field proper. More space may open if a construction 
storage area is removed by FD. 
- Good access to the public. 
 

One concern raised by a member is that a wastewater 
treatment plant is just a few hundred feet to the west. 
I have asked a few locals if odors have been an issue, 
they say they have not. 
 

Our next step will be determining how many stations 
we will set up and what bands/modes they will 
operate. I will then mock up several layouts based on 
the antennas they plan to use so that we can use the 
site to best advantage, and try to minimize 
interference between stations. So as usual, the 
previous year’s band captains get right of first 
refusal, then, anyone else can step up. I will be polling 
the previous band captains to find out their 
intentions, and then we’ll take it from there. 
 

I look forward to working with all of you. 
- 73, Dave Snyder, W4SAR, Field Day Coordinator 
 

Here is the URL for Google maps centered on the 
Elizabeth Brady site: 
http://dfma.org/maps/ElizabethBrady.html 
 

The KC4JGI Gift 

You may remember that at the last meeting I brought 

some ham equipment that had been donated to the 

DFMA.  At that time there had been no official decision 

on what we were going to do with it.  Since then, the 

DFMA Board has decided (note the minutes below) that 

the equivalent of a fully functional HF station would be 

kept by the club.  It would be packaged in such a way 

 
Student and parents delighted by K2ROC’s 

presentation at the 2012 Creekside Science Fair 

http://dfma.org/maps/ElizabethBrady.html
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that it would be fairly convenient to transport safely and 

relatively easy to set up in the field.  It could be used 

with our MCU, but might also be deployed 

independently.  
 

This all is a project in its own right.  If you have any 

interest in packaging this “Mobile HF Station” and 

making it a useful tool for emergency or public service 

operation, please step forward. 
 

This leaves us with a considerable collection of parts, 

kits, meters, etc. and I was authorized by the Board to 

dispose of them by selling them to hams.  The basic idea 

is that DFMA members would get first pick and the rest 

would be sold at the coming RARSFest at the end of the 

March.  The practical details of this are not trivial.  I 

propose to do the following.   I will distribute, by email, 

an inventory that I have made of the material.  Most has 

been sorted into freezer bags and marked with a number 

that matches the inventory sheet.  The inventory sheet 

also has a suggested value that I came up with (not 

always very scientifically).  If you are interested in any 

of the things listed, make an offer.  If I think that your 

offer is fair, I may say “sold” and it’s yours.  If I think 

we can do much better at RARS, I’ll be willing to note 

your offer as a “backup bid”.  If we don’t get a better 

offer at RARS, your bid will win.  (Note that I’ve made 

a backup bid on almost everything, usually for $1.  

Don’t let me get away with that.  Make a better offer. )  

Backup bids (all mine so far) are also shown on the 

inventory sheet. 
 

In some cases, it’s OK to make an offer for just part of a 

bag.  I’ll try to be flexible.  Also, when going up on 

someone else’s offer, make it a reasonable increase.  No 

$1.01 offers where there is an existing bid for $1.00.  

Your increase should be at least $1 or 10% for really 

small stuff.  So a bid of $1.10 to beat a $1.00 bid is OK. 
 

I’ll be bringing most of the stuff to the next DFMA 

meeting.  Remember, this pass is members first.  Pay 

your dues if not up to date. 

- 73 – Dee, KU4GC 

 

More on SDR 

We’ve now had two programs on Software Defined 

Radio and as you saw from the last program, several 

club members are actively using and exploring this 

exciting technology.  Dan, KR4UB, has created a Yahoo 

special interest group called NCOCRA-SDR.  With it 

comes a mailing list for interchanging ideas, questions, 

and answers.  Dan has also put up some detailed (with 

great pictures) How-To articles showing how he built 

some of the projects he talked about at the last meeting.  

If any of the SDR material sounded interesting, then you 

should definitely sign up for the Yahoo Group 

NCOCRA-SDR. 

 

Renew 

Approximately two thirds of last year’s DFMA members 

have now paid dues for 2013.  That leaves about one 

third that we hope will still renew their membership.   If 

you are one of those, please renew now. You can always 

find the renewal form on our web page: dfma.org (click 

on Membership at the top to get to the right page).  

Bring it to a meeting or mail it to the club mailbox 

shown at the top of the form. 

Dues are still $12 a year – a real bargain! 

 

RARS Program of Interest 

I snuck this in a bit further down in the Link because it 

conflicts with our April Meeting.  However when I 

mentioned that to Dan Sears, KD4AGQ, and suggested 

that I shouldn’t therefore put it in the Link at all, he said 

“Were it a regular meeting where everyone sits around 

and lies about antennas and swr and such, perhaps. The 

purpose of this forum is to get expert, add emphasis 

here, interpretation of an oft misunderstood law. 

Personally, I don't want to get sued because I put a band 

aid and some Neosporin on a rider's minor cut and want 

to be on firm ground if I refuse to do so, despite hard 

looks from everyone around.” 
 

The Raleigh Amateur Radio Society would like to invite 

amateur radio operators to a public service forum at their 

monthly meeting Tuesday, April 2, at 7pm. 
 

The featured presenter will be Mr. Tom Henson, of 

Henson and Associates, a Raleigh attorney who will 

speak on the North Carolina Good Samaritan law and 

its’ implications to public service event volunteers. 
 

Mr. Henson brings a unique perspective not only from a 

legal point of view but also that of his involvement as a 

board member of the AdA Tour de Cure, a very popular 

two-day fund raising bike ride and as a rider himself in 

numerous fund-raising events for other worthy causes. 

 

Topics covered in the presentation will include: 

- The liability of simple First Aid administered by 

untrained volunteers. 

- What are some of our potential liabilities? 

- How do we participate in public service events without 

risking liability problems? 

- What about the use of our personal motor vehicles 

during events? 
 

Mr. Henson will take questions from the floor as they 

pertain to this very important topic for all public service 

volunteer ham operators. 
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The meeting will be held at the First Alliance Church, 

4400 Buffaloe Rd, Raleigh, NC. 

For further information contact John Snellen, AI4RT, 

RARS Public Service Coordinator. 

Submitted by Dan, KD4AGQ 

Club Meeting Minutes 

Durham FM Association (DFMA) 
DFMA Meeting - 2/5/13 - KU4GC Secretary 

Location: Bullock’s BBQ, Durham 
Attending: Dewey, WA4AHR; Wilson, W4BOH; Mike, 
KK4BPH; Brad, K4BTH; Terry, WA4BVY; Dick, 
KK4CCX; Terry, WD4CEE; Charlie, NC4CD; Justin, 
KD4CPM;  Adriano, KV7D; David, W4DJK; Dan, 
KK4DMS; Heath, KD4DNX; Michael, KK4EIB; Don, 
KS9F; Dee, KU4GC; MK, W4MKR; Wayne, KJ4GDW; 
Rhett, KE4HIH; Roy, WA2JLW; Vlad, KK4MRE; Jim, 
WA4OPI; Lad, W4ORD; Jim, KB4OT; Vic, K0OUX; Don; 
Lowell, KK4PH; Bill, KI4RAN; Prez; Dick, WA2ROC; 
Skip, N4SKP; Derek, KO4T; Dan, KR4UB; Don, 
KE4UVJ;  Rich, KD6VK; Sam, KJ4VWG; Dave, NA4VY; 
Bill, KD4WNZ; Sue, KE4JYJ 
A total of 39 attending, 37 of them hams. 

Donated Ham Gear 
Before the meeting officially started, Dee, KU4GC, 
announced that the DFMA had received a gift of ham 
gear including an HF rig and lots of other stuff.  He 
brought some of the less obvious things, such as kits, 
meters, and cables for members to look at.  At the 
next Board meeting, a decision will be made about 
how to dispose of the items.  Some things may go to 
the MCU or even the Red Cross.  Again, no decision 
has been made, but some of the equipment  may be 
sold at RARSfest. 

President - Bob, W4RWC, called the meeting to order 
at 7:00 pm. 

REPORTS 

Vice President - Michael, KK4EIB 
For March, the program on Collins rigs will be 
presented by Karl Bowman, W4CHX. 

Secretary - Dee, KU4GC 
Dee announced the February VE session will be one 
week later than usual on Saturday, 2/16.  As usual, it 
will be at 10am in the Orange County EOC. 

He also announced that the list of DFMA members 
and the date through which dues were paid would be 
put on the DFMA web site.  This will allow members 
(or lapsed members) to check if they are paid up or 
not.  This system has worked very well for OCRA. 

Treasurer - MK, W4MKR  

Members: 56 in good standing (who have paid 2013 
dues by the end of the meeting) 

Repeater Manager - Charlie, NC4CD 
He is still waiting for the reply to the coordination 
request that would approve moving the VA repeaters 
to TV Hill.  He reported contacting Danny, K4ITL, to 
see if there were any problems. 

Field Day Coordinator, Dave, W4SAR, 
was not able to attend. Adriano, KV7D, reported that 
Dave had narrowed it down to two sites, the (old) 
Blackwood Farms sites and the Elizabeth Brady Road 
site. 

Announcements 
Bob, W4RWC, announced that Creekside Elementary 
School would like to have us and the MCU back this 
year.  This year its Science Fair will be on Thursday, 
3/21.  He asked for a show of hands as to who would 
help out.  At least six people raised their hands 
(including two that can drive the MCU). 

Door Prizes 
Vic, K0OUX, had a chance to win another a miniature 
multi-tool, just like he won last month. He graciously 
declined.  The multi-tool was won on the next 
drawing by Michael, KK4EIB, and a roll of 100 Velcro 
reusable tie wraps was won by Bill, KD4WNZ. 

Program: Software Defined Radio - II 
Vlad, KK4MRE with help from Dan, KR4UB, and 
Wayne, KJ4GDW 
Vlad continued on the Software Defined Radio (SDR) 
theme started by Michael, KK4EIB, last month. He 
showed the basic $20 dongle that was the basis of 
these projects.  He noted that new versions appeared 
every four months or so, and they were constantly 
being improved.  He demonstrated the basic setup 
employing SDR# which is open source software 
(free!) on his laptop computer.  One could see the live 
spectrum, as well as a “waterfall” type display.  One 
could also listen to the selected signal on the laptop’s 
speakers. 

Dan spoke about his efforts to build a pan adaptor for 
his older TenTec hf radio.  For this he needed an up-
converter to bring the HF and lower frequencies into 
the range of the $20 dongles.  The up-converter costs 
more than the radio.  Wayne and Dan also reported 
on their measurements showing the very high 
sensitivity of the SDR receivers. 

Meeting adjourned 
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Board Meeting Minutes 

Durham FM Association (DFMA) 
Board Meeting - 2/19/13 - KU4GC, Secretary 

Location: 1920 Front Street, Durham 
Attending: Charlie, NC4CD; Dee, KU4GC; MK, 
W4MKR; Bob, W4RWC; Vic, K0OUX; Skip, N4SKP; 
Michael, KK4EIB; Karen, KD4YJZ; Dave, W4SAR; Sam, 
KJ4VWG; Dan, KR4UB; 

President - Bob, W4RWC, called the meeting to order 
at 7:15pm.   

REPORTS 

Vice President - Michael, KK4EIB 
Michael reported that the planned program for 
March had fallen through and that we are now going 
to do “Show and Tell”. 

Secretary - Dee, KU4GC 
Dee asked that the 1/15/13 Board minutes and the 
2/5/13 Meeting minutes be approved as distributed.  
There were no corrections. 

Dee also reported that he wanted to remove the 
question about receiving the Link by e-mail (or not) 
from the DFMA membership form.  Email delivery 
will be the assumed default.  US Mail delivery can still 
be negotiated if circumstances warrant it.  Hardcopy 
delivery ate up well over half of a member’s dues. 
(This month, hard copy Links were mailed to three 
members, the rest received them by email.) 

Treasurer - MK, W4MKR 
  

Current members: 61 are paid up so far for this year. 

Repeater Manager - Charlie, NC4CD 
Charlie reported he is still waiting for SERA for 
coordination approval for the move to TV Hill.  There 
have been login problems with their software.  He 
also noted that he would have to contact Verizon 
about getting them to clean up the mess some of their 
work crews left.  He has been making progress on the 
remote receivers -- the software still needs work.. 

Field Day Coordinator - Dave, W4SAR 
Dave reported that he has selected  the Elizabeth 
Brady Road site (O E Industries) for this year’s Field 
Day.  We will still need to provide a porta-john but 
parking should be much better.  It was noted that a 
check needs to be made about the presence of 
utilities under the turf so that we don’t put ground 
rods through gas, water, or power lines. 

OLD BUSINESS 

Skip, N4SKP, reported that he had looked into getting 
DFMA caps with an embroidered logo.  He passed 
around images of a slightly modified logo which 
employed larger lettering which would be used as a 
basis for the embroidery.  There was some discussion 
regarding the possible color of the caps - various 
shades of blue causing some controversy.  Skip 
offered to have one made for himself at his cost so 
that people could see a sample.  Then people could 
order one if interested.   

NEW BUSINESS 

We have again been invited to participate at the 
Creekside Elementary School Science Fair on 3/21.  A 
show of hands at the last Club meeting showed there 
were at least 6 volunteers who would help out.  (Two 
of them were MCU drivers.)   It was agreed to support 
the event and use of the MCU was approved 
unanimously. 

Since our EC, Randy, K4XRM, has passed away, we 
currently do not have an EC.  While this is an ARRL 
position and we do not make the actual appointment, 
it is assumed that any recommendation made by us 
would be welcome.  It was noted that Lowell, KK4PH, 
had done an excellent job with the Habitat Bike Ride 
and was very active in seeing that things continued to 
function.   The consensus was that the Board would 
strongly support his taking on the EC position (or if 
he did not want that, an interim appointment, 
pending the identification of another volunteer). 

Dee, KU4GC, reported the gift of considerable ham 
gear belonging to Charles Campen, KC4JGI.  He has 
taken possession of the equipment and produced an 
inventory.  The amazing thing about this gift is that 
most of the items appear to be less than five years 
old.  It includes the components of a complete HF 
station (Yaesu FT 450 AT, etc). as well as many kits, 
meters, and components.  Dee proposed that DFMA 
members be given a first crack at the material and 
that after that we sell it at RARSFest in late March. 
However, he had no authorization to do anything 
with it.  The Board unanimously voted to put Dee in 
charge of disposing of the gift. 

Dee asked for help in putting values on the items.  
But, it was felt that actual selling, with a preliminary 
price and then seeing what it would take to sell it was 
the best way to proceed.   

Charlie, NC4CD, proposed that we keep the HF station 
equipment and package it in such a way that we can 
quickly set up a remote HF station.  This would 
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probably not be kept in the MCU, but might 
accompany it on any deployment.  This idea also 
received Board approval.   

Dee will send the inventory list to members who can 
express an interest in anything they like.  He will then 
deal with offers.  If deemed sufficient, he will sell to 
the member.  If the bid seems low, it could be used as 
a “back up bid” for RARSfest, essentially a reserve 
price. 

Meeting adjourned. 

Buy – Sell – Trade 

Wanted: Dead Microwave Ovens 
I can use dead/dying/unwanted microwave ovens.  
The power transformers can be used for power 
supply construction.  Thanks. 
Wilson – W4BOH 

W4NNE Estate Sale 
- Collins 75A4 Receiver Excellent condition with
original manual SN 4245 $1000
- Collins 30L1 Amplifier Wing Label with manual
$700
- MFJ HF/VHF SWR Analyzer with manual $175
- Kenwood TS850S Transceiver with ext. speaker and
power supply.  All manuals no Mic $500
- Henry 3k Amplifier with manual (Still in Georgia)
pictures available

For more info contact Sid, W4QWM at 
sedwards11@nc.rr.com 

New Coax Deal 
I now have another vendor, endorsed by a user on 
Towertalk, which will get us 1000 feet for 50cents/ft, 
delivered.  Their specs are the same as LMR-400. 
I don’t really need much at all, but will bankroll an 
order IF people speak for most of it.  Let me know... 
Wilson – W4BOH 

Upcoming Events (dfma.org for details) 

3/5      6pm DFMA Meeting, Bullock’s BBQ 
3/8-9  Charlotte Hamfest 
3/11    7pm VE Testing, Orange County EOC 
3/11    7pm OCRA Meeting, Orange County EOC 
3/19    7pm DFMA Board Meeting, NC4CD Offices 
3/21    6pm Creekside Science Fair, Durham 
3/30    8am RARSFest, Raleigh 
4/2      6pm DFMA Meeting, Bullock’s BBQ 

4B 

73 - Dee, KU4GC, editor 
Send copy to ku4gc@amsat.org 
Deadline: one week before the Club Meeting 
(Images courtesy of  KU4GC or as credited) 

Web Site: dfma.org

mailto:ku4gc@amsat.org

