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Next Meeting:

Humanity Halloween Bike Ride Event.

Tuesday, October 2, Bullock’s BBQ 6:00pm
Program: Offshore Sailing
Wayne Estabrooks, KJ4GDW
I have been interested in or have had a passion for
sailing about as long as I have had an interest in ham
radio since I was 9 years old. After I retired at the end of
2007, I have had the time and several more opportunities
to serve as a crew member on various sailboats making
offshore passages.
Most of these boats have SSB HF radio for
communicating on the marine frequencies and most can
operate on the ham bands. One of the reasons I got a
ham license was so I could communicate via ham radio
from offshore while on passage.
At the DFMA meeting I will talk about some of these
sailing adventures and show some slides and brief videos
of Caribbean and Atlantic Ocean sailing along with
some interesting ports of call and activities ashore. I am
grateful to the boat owners for trusting me and to have
had these enjoyable learning opportunities.
-Wayne, KJ4GDW

With routes of 31, 62 and 100 miles through Durham,
Person and Orange Counties the event requires good
communication capabilities and the support of a number
of amateurs. The event begins with registration of
cyclists at 7am, the ride begins at 9am and ride-support
ends at 4pm.
Volunteer opportunities exist to help staff the rest stops,
riding with vehicles on the route, at the command center
at Durham Bulls Athletic Ballpark, and with assisting
the Durham County Sheriff’s Department with overall
Safety Support for this event.

President’s Corner
Fellow DFMA members:
Our next meeting is but a week away, and I will look
forward to seeing many of you next week at Bullock’s.
Now, that Fall has arrived, I am sure most of you are
enjoying the cooler temperatures and the increase in
activity on the HF bands. I wish you many good
contacts as the temperatures continue to cool.
-73, Bob W4RWC

Habitat Halloween Bike Ride
On Sat Oct 27th,,
Durham and
Orange County
amateurs have the
opportunity to
again help the
local Habitat for
Humanity
organization with
one of their
annual fundraisers. This is
the Third year
that local
amateurs have
helped with the
Habitat for

Last year’s three routes (31-yellow, 62-blue,
100-red). Should be the same this year.
Graphic courtesy of W3AHL

We expect the 3 routes to be similar to last year, with
similar rest stops, 3 SAG vehicles, 1-Sheriff's
Command Unit,1-MCU, and 1-Shadow operator for
the Event Coordinator which would mean we require
at least 6 operators at any point in time. Please
volunteer even if you can only work part of the 7am to
4pm time of the event.
This is your opportunity to help a good cause, improve
your operating skills, have a good time, and probably
get some free food, and drink.
Operators interested in helping with this event email
me at kk4ph@arrl.net .
-Lowell – KK4PH
“And they’re Off”
Start of the 2010 Habitat Bike Ride

For more info, go to:
http://durhamhabitat.org/habitatnews/halloweenride.html
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Where the Members Are
At the last OCRA board meeting, there was a discussion
about the search for a new field day site.
I offered to present a map plot I had done
showing just about all the OCRA-DFMA
member home locations. This little mapping
project started out plotting the range and
bearing to stations checking into the OCRA
Monday night 10M net; I later expanded it to
include the home locations of the OCRA and
DFMA membership.

enough room to make it legible; otherwise it would be an
unreadable overloaded mess,
Given that field day participation involves more
commuting back and forth to home for many
participants, I thought we ought to keep these maps in
mind in choosing the new field day site.

It is interesting to see just many folks are
members of both clubs. Taking the current
DFMA roster and OCRA roster, yielded 138
hams to be plotted. I did leave out a small
number of members still listed and known to
have moved out of the area, or whom we
haven't seen at either meetings or field days for
a long time. Addresses came from the club
rosters, or QRZ.
You should see 138 pins if you count them all
on a map zoomed back enough to see them all,
but you won't see all 138 call signs on the map.
Obviously as you zoom out, there’s not enough
room to show all the call signs. Google maps
stops displaying the names if there is not

Closer in view to show more member call signs.
Graphic courtesy of KR4UB.

Note: To reduce the
complexity of the map.
I made only one map
entry per household.
Some member locations
will not be correct due
to the use of PO boxes
and, of course, there
could be addresses that
are not current.
-Dan, KR4UB

Zoomed out view (losing some members in the densely populated areas).
Graphic courtesy of KR4UB
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Wilson’s BOH Corner
ARRL4U – U4ARRL
OK, I've hinted at this before, but now I'm climbing on
the high soapbox to urge you to join the ARRL.
WHY, two simple reasons:
ARRL has been an advocate for ham radio and defender
of our bands for NEARLY A CENTURY! Yes, you
hear a lot of loudmouths talking about our bands, what
the FCC is doing, etc., but almost none of them DO
ANYTHING to really help. ARRL people slog along in
Washington year after year advocating to congress (They
don't deserve a capital C.) and interacting positively with
the FCC. You can be sure there are commercial interests
coveting much of our spectrum and that they don't care
about us hams. Just look at the HDTV mess they put
over on us! By the way, you've written your reps to ask
them to support ham radio, right?
So there's reason one.
ARRL has published the premier ham literature ever
since it started QST in 1915. It put out Ham Radio for a
while, still puts out QEX. These are by far the best
technical periodicals hams have a chance of at least
partially understanding. QST is a mix of technical
material, mostly watered down these days because most
of us won't take the time to study very much, and usually
interesting news about the doings of hams. It's a great
source if you want to learn about DXpeditions, backyard
antennae, who won the last big contest, etc.. Is it
perfect? Of course not. How could it be, with an
audience of everything from astrophysicists to carpenters
and school kids?! And yes, it has too many ads, but then
how much do we want it to cost? Ignore the ads if you
don't like them. And don't forget the Radio Amateur's
Handbook, one of the most enduring books we have, just
short of the Bible. Is it easy to read? Not particularly,
but it's mighty good, considering what it's trying to do
and for whom! In fact, I've seen the Handbook on the
bookshelves of MANY real radio/electronic engineers
during my 60+ years of awareness. Oh yes, there are
also specialty publications on nearly every aspect of
amateur equipment and operating, like QRP, mobiling,
emergency operation...the list goes on. See the catalog
at arrl.org.
And there's reason two.
Now, if you listen around you'll hear all sorts of
complaints about ARRL’s being not representative,
lowering its standards, having excessively high
standards, etc., but the fact remains that they are BY

FAR the best voice we have and that most of us are
going to do very little advocacy on our own. So JOIN
UP and PITCH IN. There's plenty of room for you to be
heard and to shape the organization your way. Having
someone to wave our flag and be our voice is worth far
more than the $39 dues (three or four dinners at
Bullocks). Family members are just $8!
73, Wilson - W4BOH

Club Meeting Minutes
Durham FM Association (DFMA)
DFMA Meeting - 9/15/12 - KU4GC Secretary
Location: Bullock’s BBQ, Durham
Attending: Dewey, WA4AHR; Wilson, W4BOH;
Terry, WA4BVY; Dick, KK4CCX; Dan, KK4DMS;
Michael, KK4EIB; Dee, KU4GC; MK, W4MKR; Rhett,
KE4HIH; Joanna, KE4QOZ; Roy, WA2JLW; Jim,
W4KSZ; Vic, K0OUX; Lowell, KK4PH; Ken, KI4QXJ;
Bill, KI4RAN; Pres; Kitty; Bob, W4RWC; Skip,
N4SKP; Derek, KO4T; Dan, KR4UB; Don, KE4UVJ;
Virginia, NC4VA; Courtney, KI4HOS; Sam, KJ4VWG;
Dave, NA4VY; Rene’, AI4WJ; Susan
A total of 29 attending, 26 of them hams.
President - Bob, W4RWC, called the business meeting
to order at 7:00 pm and started with a round of selfintroductions.
REPORTS
Vice President - Michael, KK4EIB
Michael is working on future programs but had nothing
to report at this time.
Treasurer - MK, W4MKR
Checking $11,142.07
CD
$10,317.67
Total:
$21,459.74
Members: 90 members in good standing (2012 dues
paid by the end of the meeting)
Secretary - Dee, KU4GC
Announcements:
- VE Session, next Monday, 9/10, 7:30pm, Orange
County EOC (concurrent with:)
- OCRA Meeting, next Monday, 9/10, 7:30pm, Orange
County EOC
Repeater Manager - Charlie, NC4CD
was not able to attend.
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Door Prizes
Lad, W4ORD, won a magnifier. Dave, NA4VY,
ViceGrip pliers.
PROGRAM - Hurricane Preparedness
Virginia Enzor, NC4VA, Skywarn EC
Virginia gave an excellent presentation about dangerous
weather, how to prepare for it, how to survive it, and
when to get out of the way. The talk included many
fascinating pictures and videos of hurricane damage in
North Carolina in the past ten to fifteen years. She also
showed historical data showing the hurricanes in this
area are a given. The question is just when?
Meeting adjourned.

Board Meeting Minutes
Durham FM Association (DFMA)
Board Meeting - - 9/18/12 - KU4GC, Secretary
Location: 2019 Front Street, Durham
Attending: : Charlie, NC4CD; Dee, KU4GC; MK,
W4MKR; Bob, W4RWC; Vic, K0OUX; Skip, N4SKP;
Sam, KJ4VWG; Ken, KI4QXJ; Lowell, KK4PH
President - Bob, W4RWC, called the meeting to order
at 7:05pm.
REPORTS
Vice President - Michael, KK4EIB
was not able to attend.
Treasurer - MK, W4MKR
Checking $10,746.68
CD
$10,317.71
Total:
$21,064.39
Current members: 90 are paid up so far for this year.

ARES - Lowell, KK4PH (Randy, K4XRM is under the
weather and has asked Lowell to fill in.)
The most important thing coming up is the support for
the Habitat for Humanity Halloween Bike Ride which
we supported the two previous years. This year it will
be on Saturday, 10/27 and will use the same three routes
as last year. Since Major Buchanan of the Durham
Sheriff’s Department has retired, it is not clear yet how
we will interact with that department and whether the
Sheriff’s communications van will be there. It was
moved, seconded and unanimously approved to use the
MCU in support of the event. Orange County ARES has
also been asked to partner with us in this effort.
There will be a statewide SET (Simulated Emergency
Test) on Saturday, 10/13. It is planned that digital
modes be emphasized. It was unanimously approved
that the MCU be made available if needed.
OLD BUSINESS
Discussion returned to upgrading the computer in the
MCU used for Winlink/Winmor. Ideally this would be a
laptop that is powerful enough to support Winmor and
have a simple power adapter that can run on 12 volts.
K0OUX volunteered to check with UNC surplus to see
if they have something inexpensive which could be used
with minor refurbishing.
It was noted that we need more drivers who have been
checked out to operate the MCU. To the groups best
recollection, the list of drivers currently consists of
W4BOH, NC4CD, KK4PH, KE4UVJ, and KB4TYE.
(They must also be current members of the DFMA.)
Meeting adjourned.

Buy – Sell – Trade

Secretary - Dee, KU4GC
Minutes for the Board meeting of 8/21/12 and the Club
meeting of 9/4/12 were approved as distributed.

Wanted: HF Rig
I passed my General exam and now need an HF rig. If
you have something for sale, please let me know.
Dick Boynton - KK4CCX
919-471- 0103

Repeater Manager - Charlie, NC4CD
Charlie reported that the repairs to the shed on the “Hill”
were complete and he passed the bill for $1976 to the
treasurer. He is still working on the remote receivers.
When asked what had happened to the National Weather
Service alerts that used to come over the repeaters, he
explained that they were part of the remote receiver
setup and that this would begin working again when the
remote receiver system is restored.

For Sale: 6m Duplexer
WACOM Products WP-705-1/WP-609 Full size 6 meter
Duplexer in pristine condition, currently tuned to
53.45/52.45. $500.00.
Offered by Orange County Radio Amateur Club, contact
Dan Eddleman, KR4UB email: treasurer@ncocra.org or
919-929-7220.
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Wanted: Dead Microwave Ovens
I can use dead/dying/unwanted microwave ovens. The
power transformers can be used for power supply
construction. Thanks.
Wilson – W4BOH

Upcoming Events (dfma.org for details)
9/29
10/2
10/8
10/13
10/16
10/20
10/27
11/6

Occoneechee Track Event, Hillsborough
6pm DFMA Meeting, Bullock’s BBQ
7:30pm OCRA Meeting, Orange County EOC
10am VE Testing, Orange County EOC
7pm DFMA Board Meeting, NC4CD Offices
NC ARES SET
Habitat Halloween Bike Ride (ARES)
6pm DFMA Meeting, Bullock’s BBQ

W4B
73 - Dee, KU4GC, editor
Send copy to ku4gc@amsat.org
Deadline: one week before the Club Meeting
(Photos KU4GC or as credited)

Web Page: dfma.org

